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PREFACE” 


My work. is merely a journal of my 


travels. Why ſhould I take any ſteps to 
prepoſſeſs the judgment of my reader? 
Shall I not have more claim to his indul- 
gerice when 1 have aſſured him, that it 
was not originally my intention to write 
a book? Will not my account be the more 
intereſting, when it is known, that my ſole 
inducement to employ my pen was the ne- 
ceſſity I found of filling up my leiſure 
moments, and that my vanity extended 
no farther than to give my friends a faith - 


ful Ou of the Uifficulties T had to en- 


e e HATS e 
342 vals, 


| 
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vals, negligently or with care, as circum- 
ſtances permitted, or as the impreſſions 
made by the objects around me were more 
or leſs forcible 


| 3 of my own inexperience, I 
thought it a duty I owed myſelf to let ſlip 
no opportunity of acquiring information, 
as if I had foreſeen, that I ſhould be called 
to account for the time I had ſpent, and 
the knowledge which I had it in my power 
to obtain: but perhaps the ſcrupulous ex- 
actneſs to which I confined myſelf, entailed: 

an my narration a want of elegance and 


The events pe NG ee ae | 
myſelf are ſo oonnected with the ſubject f 
my remarks, that I have talen no care to | 


| PREFACE. "al 
ſpoken too much of myſelf ; but this is 
the prevailing fin of travellers of my age. 


| Beſides this, I am ready to accuſe myſelf 
of frequent repetitions, which would have 
been avoided by a more experienced pen. 
On certain fubjects, particularly in reſpect 
of travels, it is ſcarcely poſſible to avoid an 
uniformity of ſtyle. To paint the fame 
objects, we muſt employ the ſame colours; 
hence ſimilar n e per res 


| ae 


With ape to the pronunciation of 
the Ruſſian, Kamtſchadale, and other fo- 
reign words, I ſhall obſerve, that all the 
letters are to be articulated diſtinctly. 1 
have thought it adviſeable, even in the vo- 
cabulary, to iin, thoſe oonſonants, the 
confuſed aſſembla ge of which diſcourages 
the reader, and is not always neceſſary. 
The # is to be pronounced as the ch of the 
oats AS +4 Germans, 


vi PREFACE, 


Germans, or the j. of the Spaniards, and 
the cb as in the French. The finals ci and 
in, are to be pronounced, the former as an 
improper diphthong (oi) and the . in 
the ee not in the Froneh manner. 


The Seb of; publiſhing this, Pn 
renders ſome excuſe neceſſary. Unqueſ- 
tionably I might have given it to the world 
- ſooner, and it was my duty to have done 
it; but my gratitude. bad me wait the re- 
turn of the count de la Perouſe. _ What is 
my journey, {aid I to myſelf ?. To the pub- 
lie, it is only an appendage to the important 
expedition of that gentleman ; to myſelf, it 
is an honourable proof of his confidence: 
I had a double motive to ſuhmit my ac- 
count to his inſpection. My own intereſt 
alſo preſcribed this to me. How happy 
ſhould 1, have been, i permitting me to 
publiſn my travels: as a ſupplement, to his, 
he had deigned to render n * 
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his fame ! This, I confeſs, was the ſole end 
of OT nenkition'; _ ſole cauſe = "0p _ ; 
＋ fy {18 


How thrvil 12 me, afteria overt i 


tient expectation, to ſee the wiſhed for 


period ſtill more diſtant! Not a day has 


wiſhes have not recalled the Aſtrolabe and 


Bouſſdle. How often, traverſing in ima- 
gination the ſeas they had to croſs, have 1 
ſought to trace their progreſs, to follow 


then from port to port, to calculate their 
delays, and to meaſure all eee 


their courſe 


; When at the moment of our ſeparation 


in Kamtſchatka, the. officers of our veſſels 


mtye country ; that many of them would 
neyer ſee it more; 
1 ſhould ſhed tears over their tel ft 
.o A * Scarcely. 


and that in a little time 


= 

| 
1 
4 
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{ Scarcely, in effect, had I time to congra- 
tulats myſelf on the'ſacceſs of my miſſion, 
and the embraces of my family, when the 
report of our / misfortunes in the Archipe- 
lago of navigators arrived, to fill my heart 
with forrow and afflicton. The viſcount 
de Langle, that brave and loyal ſeaman, the 
friend; the companion of our commander; 
a man whom I loved and reſpected as my 
father, is no more! My pen refuſes to 
trace his unfortunate end, but my grati- 
tude indulges itſelf in repeating, that the 
remembrance of his virtues and his kind- 
neſs to me, will live eternally in my boſom. 


Reader, who ever thou art, pardon this 
involuntary effuſton of my grief. Hadſt 
thou known him whom I lament, thou 
-wouldſt mingle thy tears with mine: like 
me thou wouldſt pray to Heaven, that, for 
| dur confolation/and for the glory of France, 
F< bes Camas and thoſe | 
dens 0 of 


* 
- 
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of our brave Argonauts, whom it has pre- 
ſerved, may ſoon return. Ah! if wilt I 
write, a favourable gale ſhould fill their ſails, 


5 and impel them towards our ſhores May 


this prayer of my heart be heard ! May the 
day on which theſe volumes are publiſhed, 


be that of their arrival! In the exceſs of 


my joy, my ſelf-love would find the higheſt 
gratification, e 
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850 kad Va ot 1 TA winke tas 
* 1 twenty 
fifth, year, and am arrived at the moſt me» 
eee life. However lung. ur 
however happy may he m future career, 
I doubt whether it will ever be my, fate to 
be employed inn i glorious an expedition 
as tlist in which tw French frigates; the 
Bouſſole, and the Aſtrolabe, are gt this m. 


2 the fiſt, « mmanded b 25 


coount de la Perouſe, chief of the expedition, 
| and the ſecond by viſcount de Langle *. 


| 2 Nomen Porno gun ro Nagqatas bazrg £ 2 
„ aq $19} ee 9209 Ui. oy th Fus tidy l 
lt my. pen were equal to the ſubjeRt,, abe ee 
things raight I relate ef theſe celebrated men, formed to 
DOR. q 5 8 | conduc 


_— — 


=, 


9mm 


The report of this voyage round the 
world, created too general and lively an in- 
tereſt, for. direct news of theſe illuſtrious 
navigators, — by their country and 
by all Europe from the ſeas they traverſe, 


not to be expected ern RON 
. | | 


How flattering is it to my heart, aft 
having obtained from count de ka 
the advantage of accompanying him for 
more than two years, to hs further indebted 


to him fen the honour of oo Mug his diſ- 


patehes over land into France! The mort 
I reflect upon this adgitional proof of his 
confidence, the more 1 feel What ſueti an 


embaffy requires and how) fur I; Um de- 
fivietit j und I can only attribute bis prefer · 


: lende hebeller of 'chooling foe tmn 


*olgas I eb zue vd Lc ods bas 


condudt a grand enterpriſe with Pak "YE Au But 


, eee e Rk 
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| Journey, « paron who hu reed in Raſt, 
hr ta 15 


labe; and the fame day count de la Perouſs 
gave me his. diſpatches and” inſtructions. 


His regard for me would not permit him to 
confine his cares to the moſt ſutisfactory ar- 
rangements for the fafety and convenience 


of my journey; he went further, and gave 


me the aſſectionute bounſels of u father, 
Viſcount de Langle had the good - 
neſs to join his 8 e eee | 


he : rt. 5 


N 


26117 TK 


N 


8110100 . * 


| ga” Fan Fes 
frigates entered the port of Avatſcha, or 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul *, at the ſouthern 
extremity of the peninſula of Kamtſchatka. 
The 29, I was ordered to quit the Aſtro- 


reer 
dune Ridians Nen been ee 


"my juſt tribute of gratitude to the faithful 
companion of the dangers and the glory of 
count de la Perouſe, and his rival in every 
other court, as well as that. of Fran, or 
having acted towards me, upon all ee 
as 2 a ee and a father. 


1 
e Se To ert 


= tel rn to: take Wp AN 
of the commander and his worthy col- 
league. Judge what I ſuffered, when I 
conducted them back to the boats that 
waited for them. I was incapable of ſpeak- 
ing, or of quitting them; they embraced 
me in turns, and my tears too plainly told 
them the ſituation of my mind. The officers 
they were affected, offered prayers to 
beaven for my; ſafety, and gave me every 
conſolation and ſuccour that their friend - 
ſhip could dictate. My regret at leaving 
them eannot be deſeribed ; I was torn from | 


their arms, and found-myſelf in thoſe of 
JJC re ad ot? Colonel 
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colonel Railoff-Ougrenin, governor n 
of Okotſk and Kamtſchatka, to whom count 
de la Perouſe had recommended me, more 


es his fon, than nes wth. his 
nit E. ot: nals 1 Dis AG „, 


pat Barta met einn oh 
5 5 re my cable 
en the Ruſſian governor. I knew / not 
then all the ſweetneſs of his character, in- 
ceſſaiitly diſpoled to acts of kindneſs, and 
which I have ſines had ſo many reaſons to 
admire . He treated my feelings with the 
utmoſt addreſs. I ſaw the teavof ſympathy 
in his eye upon the departure of the boats, 
which-we-fallowed as far as our. ſight would 
Ps and in conducting me to his houſe, 


. 10 dtr. 9157 no Sole 00 
Alter loading with Giles overy dad 
E farther deſirous of ſupplying the 


frigates with proviſions. | Netwithſtanding the difficulty of 
Mens in this country, he furniſhed ſeven at his 


own expence, and could be prevailed upon by no entreaties 
do accept any 2 


f e apbe., 796. 9503. e 
Yor 2. 4 "M 
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6 TRAVELS 


he ſpared no pains to divert me from my 
melancholy reflections. To conceive the 


 frightful void which my mind experienced 
at this moment, it is neceflary to be in my 
ſituation, and left alone in theſe ſcarcely 
diſcovered regions, four thouſand leagues 


3 from my native land e without calculating 


this enormous diſtance; the dreary, aſpect 
of the country: ſufficiently prognoſiicated 
what I ſhould have to ſuffer during my long 
and perilous Toute; but the reception which 
I met with from the inhabitants, and the 
Crvilities of M. Kuſloff and the other Ruſ- 
fian officers, made me by degrees leſs ſenſi- 
ble to the nn. . 


e * 91 01475 nn d * 2 e 3143 $3 


"4 tate nano. tip 
— They ſat {ail with a wind that 


carried-them-out of fight in a few. hours, | 


and continued favourable for ſeveral days. 
Tt will rendily bo believed, that I did not 
ſee them depart withont offering the moſt 
Df „ e — _} 


A 
*- 


_— 


: | B 
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ſincere wiſhes for all my friends on board; 
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the laſt ſad homage of my gratitude and 
attachment. is In 1H" oft 


Count de la Perouſe had recommended 


| diligence to me, but enjoined me, at the 
ſame time, upon no pretext” to quit M. 


Kaſlof; an injunction that was perfectly 


_ agreeable to my inclinations. The gover- 
nor had promiſed to conduct me as far as 
Okotſk, which was the place of his reſidence, 
and to which/it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
repair immediately. I had already felt the 
happineis of being placed in ſuch good 


hands, and I made no ſcruple of ſurrender- 


ing myſelf implicity to his direction 


retſk;/ and there wait till we could avail 
ourſelves of ſledges, which would greatly 


| facilitate our journey to Okotſk. The ſea- : 


bon was too far advanced for us to riſk an 
attempt 


—— —A— ——— ʒñZ32U[nw'(̃ͥ̃ẽ OOO — 
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attempt by land, and che paſſage by ſea 
was not leſs: dangerous; beſides there was 
no veſſel either in the port of Saint Peter 
and Saint mn or why Bolcheretſk | 


4 7 
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M. Kedef had his afſirs to ſetle which, 


Vith the preparations for our departure, 
Aͥeketained us ſix days longer, and afforded 
me time to ſatisfy myſelf that the frigates 
were not likely to return. I embraced this 
opportunity of commencing my obſervas 
ions, and making minutes of every thing 
about me. I attended particularly to the 
bey of Avatcha, and the port of Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul, in order to give «juſt idea 
e 0 N Fi ferred 355 {76 2 A it. 
nta bey bas bee ahinntelyidetcribed by 
taptain Cook, and we found his account ta 
ee ee has ſince ee _ 
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the only as Mes ao * 
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alterations; which, it is ſaid, are to be fol- 
the port of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. It 
is poſſible indeed, that the very next ſhip 
which ſhall arrive, expecting to find only 
_ five or ſix houſes, may be ſurpriſed with the 
ſight 3 W een but 
en — pe ' a * 

bebt at leaſt is the prejected begun, 
as I learned indirectly, is to be aſcribed, to 
M. Kaſſoff, whoſe views are equally great, | 
and conducive to the ſervice of his miſtreſs, 
The execution of this plan will contribute 
not a little to increaſe the celebrity of. the 
port already” Ry er 
veſſels Which have touched there, as well a | 
ek favourable iruaion for commerce *. 3 


L 09 7 „ , 
Ls 


+ Kr to the accounts of W earlieſt navigators, it 
is the maſt commodiqus port in this part of Alia, and ought 
to be the general depòt for, the commerce of the : country, . 
This would be ſo much the more advantageous, a5 the veſſels 


0 


. which frequent the other ports, caminonly conſider ten- 


* ves 
* 
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o Men 
To underſtand the nature, and eſtimate 


ile utility of this project, nothing more is 


1 e 4 15 
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 felves as fortunate 'if they eſcape ſhipwreck ; and for this 


| reaſon. the Empreſs, has expreſsly prohibited all navigation 
n n --045 Lo 2 


1 1 F 


11 


. ee Sis abide 


| firms what 1 have ſaid, ld ſoma, 2. have pecaigncd the 
F feſt ide of theſe improvement. ag 


Au, Engliſh ſhip, belonging to;M. Lanz, a merchant of 


Macao, came to anchor in the port of Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul, in the year 1786. Captain Peters, who commanded 
the yellcl, made propoſals of commerce to the Ruſſians, gf 
which the following are the particulars. By a treaty which 
he had entered into with'a Ruſſian merchant; named Sche- 
likhoff, he engaged to on a commerce with this part 
of the ſtates of the Empre s, and demanded goods to the 
ainbunt of eighty thoulkag” roubles. Theſe goods would 
probably have conſifted: of fars, which the Engliſh expected 
0 find a market for in China, from whence they would 
have brought back in exchange ſtuffs and other articles uſe- 
ful to the: Ruſſſans. Schelikhoff repaired immediately to 
Hunt Peterſburg, to ſolicit the conſent of his ſovereign, 
which he obtained; but while was endeavouring to fulbl 
the concitions/of his engagement, he learned that the Eng- 
Tiſh | veſſel had been loſt upon the coaſt of Copper Iſland / Ile 


WY Cuiure) in its return to Kamtſchatka from the north- 


welt part of America, where- it was probable it had ſailed, 
2 N Nun rn a in 


Ern 


. FL 


accurate deſcriptions, /, Which are in the 
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and form of the bay of Avatſcha, and the 
port in queſtion. We have already many 


hands of every one. I ſhall therefore con- 
r 
tun v 6f M. Kailof; -. Wee 


a 


The ont t St. * 1 St. Paul, is 
known to be ſituated at the north ofthe 
ſouth by a very narrow neck of land, upon 
mw GRE or wag of Kamt- 

n 23 ſchatka 


din order 3 it expected to complete 


at the port of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. Two only of 


"Y 


NM. ES menen 
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the crew were known to have been ſaved, a Portugueſe and 
a Bengal negro, who paſſed the winter at Copper Iſland, 
from whence a Ruffian veſſel conveyed them to Nijenei- 
Karntſchatka. We joined them at Bolcheretſk, and it was 


th - wy 9; + rofl n by "08 nn > * 

. Tho aid a e ſignifies a conſtruQion ſur- 

 raunded with palliſadoes. Its etymology, may be derjved, 1 
ee e | 


i 4 Lees 


ſchatka is huilt. 


1 Gr Me, es ANG 9 ore —— 
- 


TT. O 
Upon an eminenos to the 
eaſt, at the moſt interior point of the bay, 

is the houſe'of the governor , with whom 
M. Faſloff reſided during his ſtay. Near 
this houſe, almoſt in the ſame line, is that 
of a oorporal of the garriſon, and à little 


higher inclining to the north, that of the 
ſerjeant, who, next to the governor, are the 
only perſons at all diſtinguiſhed in this ſet- 
tlement, if indeed it deſerves the name of 
ſettlement.” Oppoſite to the entrance of 

the eee 80 nee nenoe/ 


ſeen, are the ruins of the hoſpital went 
ie in n ne nete Below 
| teumeſe; 


Ruſſians to. prote®. them from the 8 
tives, who, doubtleſs, did not Dalfvch ſuffer their country 
to be -inyaded, The appellation. of aftrog 1: is now given to to 


almoſt all he villages in this country, ANIL £7 Tolle A. 2 | 


* His e e eee IR 36 
n Nen ail 5; +: 
+ Ar a ltd diſtance from e 0 


E Clerke. The inſcription 
which 
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theſe; and nearer the ſhore, is a biiilding 
which Jerves ds a magazine to the garriſon; 
and whioh is conſtantly guarded by a Sen- 
tinel. Such was the ſtate in hich we found 
the port of St. Peter and St. Pau. 
att: neſq air yd ont ak ),, offs 35 
By the propoſed augmentation; itz» will 
evidently become an intereſting place. *The 
entrance was to be dloſed;'or tt leaſt flank- 
ed by fortifications, which were to ſerbe at 


- 


the ſame time as a defence, on this ſide tu 


ra en, une NE was chiefly to 


ie de itt pit pd RIB was LE ah 
liable to be. effaced; —— ar 


name of this navigator ſhould be immortaliſed, without 


having any thing to fear from the injuries of the weather, 
G ˙ 255 ihlesipriga/eh oppet: on T 


Hag confer ei RI E emwot iA 2 2 
It is needleſs to — — ' that h he enquired at the ſa 


time where the farnious French aſtronomer, from the iſland | 


ef Croyere, had been buried. | He entreated M. Kaſipft ty 


order a tomb to be erected, and an epitaph, which he 7 


engrared on W Topper; to be placed on it, containing 
© glogy,,and the, rcumſtances of the death of our con 
map. I ſaw his Sap are 2 into execution after 


departure of tie 
err be 


ä mY * AID: 1 19 24 


4 $ 
ee alt! upon the ſite of pA 
— alſo o. be i from 
| ee We 
the lake, ; 10 ſhort, by this Plan, 

town. | | defended 

_ _ | COT CNS the 

Ing dana - 3 

n ele point 1 In" | 
— the bay could not eſcape 6-0 
non, becauſe. of the breakers on #5 

= — — — 

_ a battery of fix or eig 
of a rock e flute our _— 


. 


lan, which 

forms a part of the p ar 

jo rant ny _ 
— mode of living an = 

| Coflacs. Os ws Kei. 4 
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2 they are not diſtinguiſhable from 
the indigenes, but by their features and 
Amme o7s oh AaνꝛX eee 
* ti donne Sean nE he 
— reſpect to the Weesen my 
lage, which forms a conſiderable part of 
the place; and is ſituated, as I have already 
ſaid, upon the narrow projection of land 


it is at preſent compoſed of from thirty 
to forty habitations, including winter and 


ſummer” ones; called iſbus and balagans; and 
the number of inhabitants, taking in the 


garriſon, does not exceed a hundred, men, 
women and children; The intention is to 


manuals den s up, of "our" ben. 


nne ens 7008 r 


ode en eg be perde 
Peter and St. Paul, and its deſtined im- 
© _ provements, 1 ſhall add a few remarks upon 


the nature of the ſoil; the climate, and the 
N (Pat * 117.1 


which cloſes in the entrance of the port, 


: 
| 
| 
| 
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OEMS: The banks of „bn begab Avatſcha 
are rendered difficult of acceis by high 
mountains, of which ſome are covered with 
wood, and others have volcanos*. The val- 
leys preſent a vegetation that aſtoniſſied me. 
The: graſs was nearly of the height of a 
man and the rural flowers, ſuch as the | 
wild roſes and others that are interſperſed 
with tllem, . 
bee ck radon 78 2f 7 
Ens 199rtive £ 15 or zn0{383ierd yet 61 
3 3 
frequent in autumn and winter. The lat- 
ter is ſometimes rainy hut notwithſtand- 
ing its length, they aſſured me that its ſe- 
verity is not very extreme, at leaſt in this 


; * There is a volcano about fifteen or twenty werſts from 
| + the! port; which the naturaliſts vo erent e 

1 Ja Perquſe viſited, and which will be mentioned in his 
x voyage. e inhabitants informed me that W. el often 


iſſecl from it hut tiat an eruption} which uſad u be fe- 
+ gvent, had va happened for many Nen. 0 556i 
OFF OE TH EO Touthern 
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The ſnow 


ſouthern part of Kamtſchatka “*. 
begins to appear on the ground in October, 
and the thaw does not take place till April 
or May; but even in July it is ſeen to fall 
upon the ſummit of high mountains, and 
particularly volcanos. The ſummer is 


tolerably fine; the ſtrongeſt heats ſcarcely 


laſt beyond the ſolſtice. Thunder is ſeldom 
heard, oP is never POE = —_— 


- 


11 # * 


8 . The exceſſive cold. of, which. the Engliſh: i 
may not be without example; and I pretend not to contra- 
dict them. But as à proof that the rigour of the climate is 
not fo very piercing, the inhabitants, whom they repreſent 
as not daring to come out of their ſubterraneous dwellings, 
or yourts, during the whole winter, for fear of being frozen, 
no longer conſtruct any of theſe caves in this ſouthern: part 
of the peninſula, as I ſhall have occaſion to obſerye elſe- 
where, I acknowledge, however, that the cold which I 
experienced during my . abode there, and which may be: 
compared , to that of the winter of 1779, appeared | to ma 


very ſimilar to what is felt at Saint Peterſburg. What he 


Engliſh muſt have had reaſon to ſuppoſe extraordinary, are 
the dreadful hurricanes, which bring on ſuch thick and 


heavy ſtorms of ſnow, that it is not poſlifje either to venture 


out,-or to advance, if we are on a journey.” . 


this more than once ill be £ — 8 
E cacti h. FREE ſeen jure goal + St} 1 


vob. 1. 2 Such 
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Such is the temperature of almoſt all this | 
e eee 


Two rivers pour their waters into the 
bay of Avatſcha; that from which the bay 
is named, and the Paratounka. They both 
abound with fiſh, and every ſpecies of water 
fowl, but theſe are ſo wild, that it is not 
poſſible to approach within fifty yards of 
them. The navigation of theſe rivers is 
impracticable after the 26 November, be- 
cauſe they are always frozen at this time; 
and in the depth of winter the bay itſelf is 
covered with ſheets of ice, which are kept 
there by the wind blowing from the fea ; 
but they are completely diſpelled as ſoon 
as it blows from the land. The port of St. 
Peter and St. Paul is commonly ſhut up by 
the ice in the month of Januar. YN | 


I ſhould doubtleſs fay ſomething in this 
Place of the manners and cuſtoms of the 
115 5 . Kamt- 
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Katatſchadales, of their houſes, or rather 
Huts, which they call i/bas or balagans; but 
I muſt defer this till my arrival at Bolche- 
retſk, where I expect to have more leiſure, 
and a better opportunity of e them 
minutely. 


We departed from the port of Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul the 7 October. Our come 
pany conſiſted of Meſſrs. Kaſloff, Schmaleff e, 
Vorokhoff+, Ivaſchkin 7, myſelf, and the 

ſuite 


* M. Schmaleff is inſpector general for the Kamtſcha-  - 
dales, or, as it is called in Ruſſia, capitan-iſpravnit for the 
department of Kamtſchatka ; he is the ſame perſon whom 
che Engliſh had ſo much reaſon to praiſe, and the good 
wenne WERNER 


| + Secretary to the enger he is employed in cn 
affairs, and ranks as an officer. | | | 

T M. Ivaſchkin 3 e e 
by the Engliſh, and who merits in every reſpe& the eulo- 
gium” beſtowed on him. The mere recital of his misfor- 


tunes is ſufficient to excite the compaſſion of every reader; 8 


VVV 
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ſuite of the governor, amounting to four 
ſerjeants, and an equal number of ſoldiers. 
The 


- 


dre of the extreme intereſt t which his neten lot is cal- 
culated to inſpire. 


He was. not twenty years of age, when the empreſs 
Elizabeth made him ſerjeant of her guard of Preobrajenſkoi. 
He already enjoyed a certain credit at court, and the free 
acceſs to.the ſovereign, which. his office gave him, opened 
the moſt brilliant career to his ambition ; when all at once 
he ſaw himſelf not merely diſgraced and deprived of all his 
flattering hopes, but treated as the greateſt criminal; he 
was tnowted, which is the ſevereſt and moſt degrading 
Puniſhment practiſed in Ruſſia, had his noſe lit, and was 
II for ſe t: to Kamtſchatka. | 


\ The Engliſh have told us what he ſuffered for more e than 

rata from the rigour with which he was treated ; 
he was denied even the firlt neceſſaries of life, and muſt in- 
+ fallibly have periſhed of hunger and miſery, or fallen a prey 
to deſpair, if the force of his mind and the ſtrength of his 
conſtitution had not ſupported him. The neceſlity of pro- 
viding for his own ſubſiſtence, compelled him, not without 
diſguſt, to naturalize himſelf with the Kamtſchadales, and 
toadopt entirely their mode of living ; he is clothed likethem, 
and by means of hunting and fiſhing is enabled to procure, 
not merely a ſufficiency for his wants, but a ſuperfluity, from 
the ſale of which he obtains ſome little couveniencies that 
| ſeem to ſweeten his miſerable exiſtence, He reſides at Verck- 
| | nei 
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The commanding officer of the port, pro- 
ban, out of reſpect to M. Kaſloff, his 
ſuperior, 


nei-Kamtſchatka, or Upper Kamtſchatka. The Ruſſians 
are ignorant of the cauſe of ſo ſevere a puniſhment; they 
are diſpoſed to attribute it to a miſunderſtanding, or ſome 
indiſcreet words, for they know not how to ſuppoſe him 
capable of a crime. Ir ſeems as if a change of ſentiment 
had taken place reſpecting the pretended enormity of his 
offence, a propoſal having been lately made of changing the 
place of his baniſhment, and removing him to Yakoutſk, a 
town that offers a variety of reſources, both for profit and. 
pleaſure. But this unfortunate being, who is from ſixty to 
ſixty-five years of age, has refuſed to avail himſelf of this 
permiſſion, not wiſhing, as he ſaid, to make 'a ſhow of the 
hideous marks of his diſhonour, and to bluſh a ſecond time 
at the dreadful puniſhment he has undergone. He prefer- 
red the continuing to live with the Kamtſchadales, having 
but one deſire left, that of paſſing the few remaining days 
ol life with thoſe who know his integrity, and of carrying 
with him to his grave the general friendſhip and eſteem, to 
which he is ſo juſtly intitled, | 


Thank ziven by the Engliſh excited in count de 
la Perouſe a deſire to ſee this unfortunate man, who inſpired 
him from the firſt moment with the moſt lively pity. He- 
received him on board his ſhip, and at his table. The 
count's humanity was not confined to compaſſionating his 
miſeries; he ſought every means of ſoftening them, by 
EEE eg g e 
* eee | abode: 


22 : TRAVELS 


ſuperior, joined our little troop, and we em- 
barked upon baidars*, in order to croſs the 
bay and reach Paratounka, where we were 
to be ſupplied with horſes to proceed on 


our route, 


In five or fix hours we arrived at this 
oſtrog, where the prieſt +, or rector of the 
diſtri& reſides, and whoſe church alſo is in 

this place 1. His houſe ſerved us for a lodg- 
| ing. 


abode there, and prove to bim that the Engliſh are not the 
only foreigners intereſted in his forrowful lot. 


- # Baidars are boats ſomewhat ſimilar to European ones, 
except that the ſides are nlade of planks from four to ſix 
inches wide, and faſtened together with withies or cords ; 
and that they are caulked with moſs. The baidars are the 

only veſſels made uſe of to fail to the Kurilles iſlands;, 
they are commonly rowed, but will admit of a fail, 


'+ His name is Feeder Vereſchaguin; he ſucceeded his 
many civilities to captain Clerke, and whom I afterwards, 
found at Bolcheretſk, 


1 His predeceſſor had informed the Engliſh that this p- 
nh was to be immediately transferred to the oſtrog of St. 
Peter 


- — 
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ing, and we were treated with the utmoſt 
hoſpitality ; but we had ſcarcely. entered 
when the rain fell in ſuch abundance, that 
we were obliged EG longer than we 
wiſhed. 
I eagerly embraced this ſhort interval to 
_ deſcribe ſome of the objects which 1 had 

deferred till my arrival at Bolcheretſk, 
where, perhaps, I may find others that will 
not be leſs intereſting, 


The oſtrog of Paratounka is ſituated by 
the ſide of a river of that name, about two 


leagues from its mouth *. This village is 
ſcarcely 


Peter and St. Paul; but this cannot take place till the pro- 
jected improvements reſpecting the port are carried into 
execution. We cannot help obſerving, that the Engliſh 
have omitted to mention that there was formerly a church 
at St. Peter and St. Paul's, and that its ſituation is known 
by means of a ſort of tomb which formed a part of it, 


#. This river empties itſelf, 2s L have Already ſaid, into 
8 The ſhoals, which are commonly 
5 NOS dry 
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ſcarcely more populous than that of St. 
Peter and St. Paul. The ſmall pox has, 
in this place particularly, made dreadful ra- 
vages. The number of balagans and iſbas 
ſeemed to be very nearly the ſame as at 
Petropavlofska *. | 


The Kaintſchadales lodge in the firſt du- 
ring ſummer, and retreat to the laſt in 
winter. As it is thought deſirable that 


dry at low water, render its entrance impraQticable ; it is 
even difficult at high water. C 
WD 15733 51-3 77 6 

* As I ſtood to examine the Kamtſchadale houſes, I 
frequently imagined to myſelf the diſdainful ſurpriſe that 
our French Sybarites would expreſs at the ſight, ſome of 
whom are ſo proud of their vaſt hotels, and others ſo je- 
Jous of their little neat and decorated apartments, where the 
art of arrangement ſcarcely falls ſhort of the refined luxury 
of ſuperb furniture. I conceived them to exclaim How 

' can human beings live in theſe miſerable huts! A Kamtſcha- 
dale however, is by no means unhappy in theſe cabins, 
whoſe architecture ſeem to lead us back to the finſt age of 
the world; he lives there with his family in tranquillity ; 
he enjoys at leaſt the happineſs of knowing few privations, 
and of having therefore leſs wants, and has no objects of 
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they ſhould be brought gradually to re- 
ſemble the Ruſſian peaſants, they are pro- 
hibited, in this ſouthern part of Kamt- 
ſchatka, from conſtructing any more yourts, 

or ſubterraneous habitations; theſe are all 
deſtroyed at preſent &, a few veſtiges only 
remain of them, filled up within, and ap- 
pearing externally like * roofs * our 8 5 


houſes. 


The W are 4 hos the 
ground upon a number of poſts, placed at 
equal diſtances, and about twelve or thir- 
teen feet high. This rough ſort of colon- 
nade ſupports in the air a platform made of 
rafters, joined to one another, and overſpread 
with clay: this platform ſerves as a floor to | 
the whole building, which conſiſts of a roof 
in the ſhape of a cone, covered with a kind 
» I met with fore afterwards in the northern part, 
which I took care to examine, and have deſcribed in their | 
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of thatch, or dried graſs, placed upon long 
poles faſtened together at the top, and bear- 
ing upon the rafters. This is at once the 
firſt and laſt ſtory ; it forms the whole apart- 
ment, or rather chamber: an opening in 
the roof ſerves inſtead of a chimney to let 
out the ſmoke,” when a fire is lighted to 
| dreſs their victuals; this cookery is per- 
formed in the middle of the room, where 
they eat and ſleep pell-mell together with- 
out the leaſt diſguſt or ſcruple. In theſe 
apartments, windows are out of the queſ- 
tion; there is merely a door, ſo low and 
narrow, that it will ſcarcely ſuffice to ad- 
mit the light. The ſtair-caſe is worthy of 
the reſt of the building; it conſiſts of a 
beam, or rather a tree jagged in a lovenly 
manner, one end of which reſts on the 
ground, and the other is raiſed to the height 
of the floor. It is placed at the angle of 
the door, upon a level, with a kind of open 
gallery that is erected before it. This tree 
40 | retains 
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retains its roundneſs, and preſents on one 
ſide ſomething like ſteps, but they are ſo 
incommodious that I was more than once 
in danger of breaking my neck. In reality, 
whenever this vile ladder turns under the 
feet of thoſe who are not accuſtomed to 
it, it is impoſſible to preſerve an equili- 


brium ; a fall muſt be the conſequence, _ 


more or leſs dangerous, in proportion to 


the height. When they wiſh perſons to be 


informed that there is nobody at home, 
they merely turn the ſtair-cale, * the 
. inward. | 


Motives of convenience may have ſug- 
geſted to theſe people the idea of building 
ſuch ſtrange dwellings, which their mode 
of living renders neceſſary and commodi- 
ous. Their principal food being dried fiſh, 
which is alſo the nouriſhment of their 
dogs, it is neceſſary, in order to dry their 
fiſh, and other proviſions, that they ſhould: | 


have 


28 „ eier 


have a place ſheltered from the heat of the 
fun, andat the ſame time perfectly expoſed to 
the air. Under the collonnades or ruſticpor- 
ticos, which form the lower part of their 
balagans, they find this convenience ; and 
there they hang their fiſh, either to the 
ceiling or to the ſides, that it may be out 
of the reach of the voraciouſneſs of their 
dogs. The Kamtſchadales make uſe of 
dogs = to draw their ſledges ; the beſt, that 
is the moſt vicious, have na other kennel 
than what the partico of the balagans af- 
fords them, to the poſts of which they are 
tied. Such are the advantages reſulting 
1 mode of conſtructing 

he balagans, * en THabitations of the 
— OED en - 212400 


Thoſe f winter are les ingulr and 


Z 
velling, I ſhall defer my deſcription of the dogs till that 


Sent | | equally 
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equally large, would exactly reſemble the 
| habitations of the Ruſſian. peaſants. Theſs 

have been ſo often deſcribed, that it is univer- 
ſally: known how they are conſtructed-and 
arranged, The iſbas are built of wood; 
that is to ſay, the walls are formed by plac- 
ing long trees horizontally upon one an- 
other, and filling up the interſtices with 
clay. The roof ſlants like our thatched 
houſes, and is covered with, coarſe graſꝶ or 
ruſhes, and frequently with planks. - The 
interior part is divided into two rooms, with 
a ſtove placed fo as to warm them both, and 
which ſerves at the ſame time as a fire- 
place for their cookery. On two ſides of 
the largeſt room, wide benches are fixed, 
and ſometimes a ſorry couch made of 
planks, and covered with bears ſkin. This 
is the bed of the chief of the family: and 
the women, who in this country are the 
ſlaves of their huſbands, and perform all 

| ba a) + Jo 
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the moſt laborious offices, think themſelves 
eee eee ee 


* 


Beſides theſe benches and Oy there 
is alſo a table, and a great number of images 
of different ſaints, with which the Kamt- 
ſchadales are as emulous of furniſhing their 
chambers, as the majority of our celebrated 
connoiſſeurs are of ub their: ng 
ficent nen | 


The ens as may be ſuppoſed, are 
neither large or high. The panes are 
made of the ſkins of ſalmon, or the blad- 
ders of various animals, or the gullets of ſea 
wolves prepared, and ſometimes of leaves 
of tale; but this is rare, and implies a ſort 

of opulence. The fiſh ſkins are ſo ſcraped 
and dreſſed that they become tranſparent, 
and admit a feeble light to the room *; 
WE, e eee to the oiled 
© paper in the windows of our manufactories. . 
5 but 
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but objects cannot be ſeen through them. 
The leaves of talc are more clear, and ap- 
proach nearer to glaſs; in the mean time 
they are not ſufficiently tranſparent for 
perſons without to ſee what is going on 
within: this is ere no inconvenience 
to ſuck low houſes. . fy It 


Coats ads by a chief, called 
toyon. This kind of magiſtrate- is choſen 
from among the natives of the country, 
by a plurality of voices. The Rufhans 
have preſerved to them this priviledge, 
but the election muſt be approved by the 
juriſdiction of the province. This toyon 
is merely a peaſant, like thoſe whom he 
judges and governs; he has no mark of 
diſtinction, and performs the ſame labours 
as his ſubordinates. His office is chiefly to 
watch over the police, and inſpect the exe- 


der him is another Kamtſchadale, choſen 
1 | by 


cution of the orders of government. Un- 


mans 

by the toyon himſelf, to aſſiſt him in the 
exerciſe of his functions, or ſupply his 
place. This vice-toyon is called yeſaoul, a 
Coſſac title adopted by the Kamtſchadales 
ſince the arrival of the Coſſacs in their 
peninſula, and which ſignifies ſecond chief 
of their band or clan. It is neceſſary to 
add, that when the conduct of theſe chiefs 
is. conſidered as corrupt, or excites the 
complaints of their inferiors, the Ruſſian 


pPfficers preſiding over them, or the other 


tribunals eſtabliſhed by government, diſ- 
miſs: them immediately from their func- 
tions, and nominate others more agreeable 
to the Kamtſchadales, with whom the right ; 
| es Meats, B. vis 


5 ee e eee eee 
to proceed on our journey; but my curi- 
| ofity led me to embrace a ſhort interval 
that offered in the courſe of the day, to | 
. 11 | Wein zi ial 
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-walk out into the oſtrog, and viſit its en- 
virons. nit. His: al E 31 :h 8 Ni 
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ol oa ng to Aue echo which 1.found 
3s be built of wood, and. ornamented i in the 
taſte of thoſe. of the Ruſſian; villages. 1 
| obſerved the arms of captain. Clerke, paint- 

ed by Mr. Webber, and the Engliſh in- 
ſeription upon the death of this warthy 
ſucceſſor of captain Cook; it pointed out the 
place of his WW ng Saint 
2 e v3 bag-dzig ft 00 hn 
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| - Daring the ſtay " the Fraogh, frigates 
in a 1 excurſion, with viſcount de 
Langle. As we returned, he ſpoke of 
many intereſting objects he had obſerved 
in the church, and which had entire- 
lIy- eſcaped my attention. They were, as 
far as I can remember, various ofſerings 
depoſited there, he a . leide an- 
1 Vol. 1. D cient 
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| wrecked. It was my full intention to ex- 


amine them upon my ſecond viſit to this 


A u. Berber ir etapell my rovoll 
tion, or that my reſearch "was too precipi- 
tate, from the ſhort time chat I had to make 
—. 


i; af 43 45 


The e is beben, a An. 
ne eee the river, 
and perceived at length ia vaſt plain which 
extends to the north and the eaſt as far as 


the mountains of Petropavlofska. This 
chain is terrinated at tie fouth and weſt 


by tithes, of which the mountain of Pa- 
ratounka foms a purt, und which is about 


"five or ix werlts v from the oſtrog of that 


"mii ne. Upon the banks of the rivers that 
cates Plain, there are frequent traces 
A f Wide ved. Ante Colts 
not becurately 6 agree with the: ſrale of werſts in the 
map. We leave; it do che reader to follow which autho- 
In . R 
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of bears, who are attracted. by the fiſh with 
which theſe rivers abound. The. inhabi- 
tants aſſured me, that fifteen or eighteen | 
were frequently ſeen together upon theſe 
banks, and that whenever they hunted 
them, they were ſure to bring back one or 
| two, at leaſt, in the ſpace. of twenty-four 
hours. I ſhall foon have occaſion. to ſpeak 3 05 
of their Sn ea Math edit l 


We ain Wanne * eee 
journey; twenty horſes ſuſſioed for our- 
| ſelves and our baggage, which was not con- 
ſiderable, M. Kafloff having taken the pre · 
water, as far as the oſtrog of Koriaki. The 
river Ayatſcha bas no tide, and is not na- 
vigable farther than this oſtrog ; and not at 
all indeed, except by ſmall boats, called - 
batte. The baidirs only ſerve to croſs bs 
bay of Avatſcha, and cam procgetl no far- 


| ther than the mouth of the river, where 
Da their 
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their lading is put into theſe batts, which, 


from the ſhallowneſs and rapidity of the 
water, are puſhed forward with poles: It 


was in eg our effet arrived at 
OE” #2119 

24 mm Ai at the river 
Paratounka at a ſhallow, and winded along 
ſeveral of its branches, we left it for a way 
that was woody and leſs level, but which 


afforded us better travelling; it was almoſt 


entirely in valleys, and we had only two 


ſtanding their burthens, advanced very 


briſkly. . We had no reaſon to complain of 


* 


e weather for a ſingle moment; it was ſo 


fair, that I began to think the rigour of 
the climate had been exaggerated; but 


me of its truth, and in the ſequel of my 


Journey, Þhadrevery reaſon to accuſtom my- 


ſelf to the moſt piercing froſts, too happy 
walls 2 when 
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when in the midſt of ice and ſnow, that I 
had not to contend with the violence of 
whirlwinds and tempeſts. . 
We were about fir or ſeven, hours in 
going from Paratounka to Koriaki, Which, 
as far as I could judge, is from thirty- 
eicht to forty werſts. Scarcely arrived. we. 
were obliged to take refuge in the houſe of 
the toyon, to ſhelter ourſelves from the rain; 
he ceded his iſba to M. Kaſlaff, and we 
ſpent bt there. N OY FN 
285 7755 4 OC Rn. 
The OE of, Koriaki i is Me in pork 
midſt of a coppice wood, and upon the boy- 
der of the river Avatſcha, which becomes | 
very narrow in this part. Five or ſix iſbas, 
and twice, or at moſt three times the num- 
ber of balagans, make up this village, which 
is ſunilar to that of Paratounka, except that 
it is leſs, and has no pariſh church. I ob- 


ſerved in n, that oſtrogs of ſo little 
2 D's - con- 


which I ſhall preſently deſcribe.- The way 


5 mountain | s, at the foot of which we paſſed. 
About three-fourths of ths way we met the 


twelve yards, it appears to wind to à con- 
fiderable extent to the north eaſt; een 
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amen were net ee with a 

church. tw by 
The next day we mounted our horſes 
and took the way to Natchikin, another 


to ſtop a few days in the neighbourhood for 


the ſake of the baths, which M. Kaſloff had 


conſtructed at his own expence, for the be- 
nefit and pleafure of the inhabitants, upon 
the hots ſprings that are found chere, and 


from Koriaki to Natchikin is tolerably com- 
modious, and we crofſed withaut difficulty 
all the little ſtreams that fall from the 


Bolchaia-reka*: from the ſite of its greateſt 
breadth, which in this place is about ten or 


ad + 9 
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vleeyed on is bank for ſome tims, FRY 


came to a little mountain, which we were 
obliged to paſs over in order to reach the 
village. A heavy rain which came on as 
we left Koriaki, .ceaſed. a fe minutes after; 
but the wind having changed to the north · 
weſt, the heavens became obſcured, and we 
had abundance of ſnow; we were about 
two-thirds of our way, and is continued till 
our arrival.  L,remarked that the now al- 
ready covered the mountains, even ſuch aa 
were loweſt, upon which it deſcribed an 
equal line at à certain elevation, but that 
| below them no traces of it were yet per» 
ceptible. We forded the. Bolchaia-reka, 
Natchikin, where I, counted. fix. or ven = 
iſbas and twenty balagans, ſimilar to what 
I had ſeen before. - We made no ſtay there, 
M. Kaſloff thinking it proper to haſten im · 


| ————— which I was in- 
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lted as much from m erat as fron ne- 


nee OOO 1 1970 127 wi: 52 
clothes, and in croſſing the river, which was 
deep, I had made my legs and feet wet. I 
longed therefore to be able to change my 
dreſs, but wen we came to the baths our 
baggage was not arrived. We propoſed dry- 
ing ourſelves' by walking about the envi- 
rons, and obſerving the intereſting objects 
which I expected to find there. I Was 
charmed with every thing 1 ſaw, but the 
dampneſs of the place, added to that of our 
clothes, gabe us ſuch a chillineſs that we 
quickly put an end to our walk. Upon | 
our return we had a new ſource of regret 
and impatience. Unable either to dry our- 
ſelves or change our dreſs, our equipage not 
being arrived, to complete our misfortune, 
| the place to which we hall retired was the 
dampeſt we could have choſen, and though 
i 


1 * 
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it ſeemed ſufficiently ſheltered, the wind pe- 
netrated on every ſide. M. Kaſloff had re- 
courſe to the bath, which quickly reſtored 
him; but not daring to follow his exam- 
ple, I was obliged to wait the arrival of 
our baggage. The damp had penetrated to 
ſiuch ee that: mee the | 
whole Ren. oath nf me | 


The next 0 1 e a” _ of theſs 
| baths,” and can ſay that none ever afforded 
me ſo much pleaſure or ſo much benefit. 
But before I proceed, I muſt deſeribe the 
ſource of theſe hot waters, and the build - 
1 2 for Ae 
| * TMA 14 
1 n a | 
oſtrog, and about a hundred yards from the 
bank of the Bolchaia-reka,-which it is neceſ- 
ſary to croſs a ſecond time in order to arrive 
at the baths, on account of the.elbow-which 
the river deſcribes below the village,-Arthick - 
7 | | 122 and, 
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and continual vapour aſcends from theſe 
waters, which fall in a rapid caſcade from a 
|  * rather ſteep declivity, three hundred yards 


from the place where the baths are erected. 


In their fall; which is in a direction eaſt and 


weſt, they form a ſmall ſtream of a foot and 
half deep, and ſix or ſeven feet wide. At a 
little diſtance from the Bolchaia-reka, this 


ſtream is met by another, with which it pours 


itſelf into this river. At their conflux, which 
is about eight or nine hundred yards from 
the ſouroe, the water is ſo hot that ĩt is not 


| -— the hand in it for half a 


eh acl! eee ro wn 
M. Kaſloff has been 1 to erect his 
building on the moſt convenient ſpot, and 


where the temperature of the water is moſt 
moderate. It is conſtructed of wood, in the 
middle of a ſtream, and is in the propor- 
bon of teen feet long by eight wide. It 

8 of ſix 


| bas | 


or 
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or ben feet — and as many high: 
the one which is neareſt to the ſide of 


the ſpring, and under which the water is 
conſequently warmer, is appropriated for 


bathing ; che other ſerves for a dreſſing- 


| and for this purpoſe there are wide 
benches above the level of the water; in 


the middle alſo a certain ſpace is left to 
waſh if we be diſpoſed.” There is one 
circumſtance that renders theſe baths' very 
agreeable, the warmth of the water com- 
municates itſelf ſufficiently to the dreſſing- 
room to prevent us from catching cold; 


and it penetrates the body to ſuch a de- 


gree, as to be felt even for the ſpace of an 
m or nnn nn bath. 
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barns, covered with chatch, and Whoſs 


timber work conſiſted of the trunk and 
Perun 0 trees. We occupied two, 
which bed deen balt os purpoſe bös 
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and in fo ſhort a time, that I knew not how 
to credit the report; but I had ſoon the 
conviction of my on eyes. That which 
was to the ſouth of the ſtream, having been 
found too ſmall and too damp, M. Kaſloff 
ordered another of ſix or eight yards ex- 
tent, to be built on the oppoſite ſide, Where 
the ſoil Was leſs ſwampy. It was the buſi- 
neſs of a day; in the evening it was finiſh- 
ed, though an additional ſtaircaſe had been 
cut out to form a communication between 
the barn and the n houſe, whoſe an 
n north. e 2 810 ot 1801 
„„ 
A dagen being eee dur- 
ing the night, on account of the cold, M. 
Kaſloff reſolved to quit them, four days 
lage to (ſhelter ourſelves with the toyon; 
burt the attraction of the baths led us back 
Every day, oftener twioe than once, and we 
eee ever came away. without bathing, - 
res os box The 
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The various oonſtructions ich M. 
Kaſloff ordered for the greater convenience 
of his eſtabliſhmetit, detained us two days 
longer. Animated by a love of virtue and 
humanity, he enjoyed the pleaſure of having 
procured theſe ſalutary and pleaſant baths 
for his poor Kamtſchadales. The unin- 
formed ſtate of their minds, or perhaps their 
indolence, would, without his ſuccour, have 
deprived them of this benefit, notwith- 
ſtanding their extreme confidence in theſe 
hot ſprings for the cure of a variety of diſ- 
eaſes*. This made M. Kaſloff deſirous of 
aſcertaining the properties of theſe waters; 
we agreed to. analyſe: them, by means of a 
proceſs which had been given him: for this 
purpoſe. But before I ſpeak of the reſult 
of our experiments, it is neceſſary to tranſ- 
|  cribe the procels, in order the better to 
trace the mode we adopted. WEE 


I 1: #*, Formerly ; they, dared - Cs 3 ar 
any volcano, on the 1155 that they were | the allo of cri 
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1 Jo aſcertaih the fixed air, as 
8 « partly ſufficient ; but pour into the water 


« ſome tincture of turnſol, and the water 
170 // | Regt 66 « will 
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will become more or leſs red, in propor- 
4 tion tn an air it oon 
ne | CROTCH OR Nenn of 


Mid diere anger: cnc 
4. hs Si aide > 3 
the gulnut and phlogiſticated alkali; the 
% galnut put into feruginous water, will 
change its colour to purple, or violet, or 
„ Black; and the neee will 


eee blue. 
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Copper may BY aſcertained 0 
« of che phlogiſticated ialkali or volarile al- 
ali; the firſt turns the water to a broun 
ac red, and the ſecond to'a blue. The laft 
« mode is che ſureſt, becanſe the volatile 


; =” * - . ” 
* alkali precipitates copper only, and not 
J * ©. , x: Fr * I; , 2 * 


4% iron? a | V. N 1 11 2 
1 12 ti 1 811 W -+ 
* * 

* — 111 : SY Sulphur. 
. af 
/ 1:9) "Y 4 * 
* 
1 


— _ — — — — — —̃ — — 
PPP ˙¹—ü wm! — 
- 


| 


* Sulphur and ſulphurous vapours may 
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*«© be known by pouring, 1. nitrous acid into 


e the water; if a yellowiſh or whitiſh ſedi- 


ment be formed by it, there is ſulphur, and 


at the ſame time a ſulphurous odour will 
be erhaled and evaporate, 2. By pouring 
ſfſome drops of a ſolution of corroſive ſubli- 


mate; if it oocaſion a white ſediment, the 
vater contains only vapours of liver of 


« ſulphur; 1 
« water nee * erty ite? 


3 bie Su. a 
_ pa eee 
«3s falts reſulting from the combination of 


the vitriolic acid with calcareous earth, 


eee or with an alkali. The vi- 


c triolic acid may be aſcertained by pouring 


4 ſome drops of a ſolution of heavy earth; 


for then a ſandy ſediment will be formed, 


« which will thts denn as; the button of 


« the veſſel. 
Marine 
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Ew. Marine Sali. 10 119] 
Water may contain marine ſalt, which 
may be aſcertained by pouring into ĩt ſome 
te drops of a ſolution of ſilver; a white ſedi- 
« ment will immediately be formed of the 
« conſiſtency of curdled milk, which will at 
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ae Water 1 may contain fixed alkali, which . 
may be aſcertained by pouring into it 
* ſome drops of a ſolution of corroſive ſub- 
_ © limate; When a reddiſh ſediment will be! 
6 Hes Aug boxt oortion ERr46r909 220180 
-101 211-10 31 EACH 9713 1 IG JOB 
150 2 on 
11s Water may contain e in 
7 and magneſia. Some drops of acid of 
fugar poured into che water, will preci- 
* pitate the calcareous earth in whitiſh - 
clouds, which will at length ſubſide and 
vor. 1, E „ afford 
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e afford a white ſediment. A few drops o 
* a ſolution of corroſive ſublimate, will pro- 
*. duce a reddiſh, ſediment, but very gra- 
4 r ment eee 


123 8 — 
« readineſs and certainty, the water to be 
* analyſed ſhould: be redueed one half by 
< boiling it, except in the caſe of the fixed 
ac et e e ee the ke 4 


"Having, thoroughly, dase i 3 
we began our experiments. The three firſt 
producing no eſſect, we. concluded that the 
water contained neither fixed air, iron, nor 
copper; but upon the mixture of the ni- 
trous acid, mentioned for the fourth experi- 
ment, we perceived a light ſubſtance ſettle 
upon the ſurface, of a whitiſh colour, and 
extending but a little way, which led us to 

believe that the quantity of ſulphur, or 


— #4 " 
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of 'fulphurous vapours, muſt be infinitely 
ſmall. 50 e bag 


The fifth experiment proved that the 
water contained vitriolic ſalts, or at leaſt 
vitriolic acid mixed with calcareous earth. 
We aſcertained the exiſtence of this: acid, 
by pouring ſome drops of a ſolution of 
heavy earth into the water, which became 
white and nebulous, and the ſediment that 
| ſlowly ſettled at the bottom of the veſſel 


„„ 


bee 1 e whether N 
e nnn 


w. fk proved that hd ws Sao 


eee ee nt, we found that 
the water contained a great quantity of 
Ea 5 cal - 


We had no folation of filver Gb 5 


RWB 


2 earth, but no magneſia. Having 
poured ſome drops of acid of ſugar, we ob- 
ſerved the calcareous earth precipitate to the 
bottom of the veſſel in clouds and a powder 


of a whitiſh-colour; we mixed after wards 


ſome ſolution of corroſive ſublimate to find 
the magneſia-; but - the! ſediment, - inſtead 
of becoming red, preſerved the ſame; co- 
lour as before; a proof that the water con- 
tained t eee in S 
£17 6 ae 951. 38 oe nen 

- We-made- be: af this vet! for ten 6g 
for our common drink. It was not till after 
three or four days that we men, 
tained ſome Gren re $9445 
rt Darth 

M. Kaſlof We des er che ume 
taken at the ſpring, till it became totally 
evaporated ; the whitiſh and very ſalt earth 
or powder which remained at the bottom of 
the * well as the effect it produced 
nen n 8 bene 1:14 Þ@ 
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on us, proved that this water contained ni- 
trous ſalts. e 
ö / 
We remarked alſo that the ſtones taken 
cout of this ſtream were covered with a cal- 
careous ſubſtance tolerably thick, and of an 
undulated appearance, which, when mixed 
with the vitriolic and nitrous acid, produced 
ſymptoms of efferveſcence. We examined 
others taken from what appeared to be the 
fountain head of the waters, and where 
they have the greateſt degree of heat; we 
found them covered with a ſtratum of a 
kind of metal, if I may ſo call a hard and 
compact envelopement of the colour of re- 
fined copper, but the quality of which we 
could not aſcertain; we found alſo ſome of 
this metal, which appeared like the heads 
of pins; but no acid could diſſolve it. Upon 
breaking theſe ſtones, we diſcovered the in- 
ide to bo very ſoft and mixed with gravel, 
| Eg: 4 with 
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with which. 1 had obſerved theſe e men- 
to abound. 


I ought to add here, that we diſcovered 
upon the border of the ſtream, and in a lit- 
tle moving ſwamp that was near it, a gum, 
or ſingular fucus*, that was glutinous, but 
B r not adhere to the ground. 


Such. are e TY I ke." 
upon theſe hot waters, by aſſiſting M. Kaſloff 
in his experiments and enquiries. I dare 
not flatter myſelf with having given the re- 
ſult of our operations in a ſatisfactory man- 
ner; forgetfulneſs, or want of information 
upon the ſuhject, may have led me into 
errors; I can only ſay that I have ex- 
erted all my attention and care to be accu- 
rate; but acknowledge at the ſame time, 
M. Kaſloff gave ſome of this gum to one of the na- 
 turaliſts of our expedition, the abbs Mongés, while the 
biens were at Saint Peter and Saint Paul, | 


that 
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that if there be defects, MY are on 
W [26 We 


During our ſtay at theſe baths and at the 


oſtrog of Natchikin, our horſes had brought, 


at different times, the effects which we had 
left at Koriaki, and we began to make pre- 
parations for our departure. In this inter- 
val I had an opportunity of ſeeing a ſable 
taken alive; the method was very ſingular, 
arid may give ſome idea of the'manner of 
agen eee = 26 


. N a Kaf- 
n 
who all hovered over the ſame ſpot; ſxim- 
ming continuslly along the ground. - The 
regular direction of their flight led us to 


| ſuſpe&' that ſome prey attracted them, 


Theſe birds were in reality purſuing a-ſable. 
We perceived it upon a birch-tree, ſur- 
W by another flight of ravens, and 
| E. 93 we 
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we had immediately a ſimilar deſire of 
taking it. The quickeſt and ſureſt way 
would doubtleſs have been to have ſhot it ; 
but our guns were at the village, and it 
was impoſſible to borrow one of the perſons 
who accompanied us, or indeed in the whole 
drew us from our embaraſſment, by under- 
taking to cateh the ſable. He adopted the 
following ed He aſked us for a cord; 
Ve had none to give him but that which faſt- 
ened our horſes. While he was making a 
running knot, ſome dogs, trained to this 

chace, bad ſurrounded the tree: the animal, 
intent upon watching them, either from fear, 
on natural ſtupidity, did not ſtir; and con- 
tented himſelf with ſtretching out his neck, 
when the cord was preſented to him. His 
head was twice in the nooſe, but the knot 
ſipped7;7+At-length, the fable having 
throwm himſelf upon the ground, the dogs 


fle to ſeize him ht he preſently freed 


97 | him 
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himſelf, and with his claws and teeth Jaid 
hold of the noſe of one of the dogs, who 
had no reaſon to be pleaſed with his re- 
ception. As we were deſirous of taking 

the animal alive, we kept back the dogs; 
the ſable quitted immediately his hold, and 


ran up a tree, where, for the third time, the 
nooſe, which had been tied anew, was pre- 
ſented to him; it was not till the fourth 
attempt that the Kamtſchadale ſucceeded v. 
I could not have imagined hat an animal, 
who has ſo much the appearance of cun- 

ning, would have permitted himſelf to be 
caught in ſo ſtupid a manner, and would 

himſelf have placed his head in the ſnare 
that was held up to him. This eaſy mode 
of catching ſables, is a conſiderable reſource 
to the Kamtichadales „Who are obliged to 


* M. Kaſloff, who preſided i in this chace, had the pglite- . 
neſs to make me a preſent of this ſable, called in this coun- 
try ſobol, and promiſed to add it to anather, that T Mb! | 
bring a couple with we 0 Franc „ 5 
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| pay their tribute in ſkins of theſe aniinals, 
as I ſhall wo hereafter o. | | 
TWO a in the heavens were 
22 at the north-weſt, during the 
nights of the 13 anf 14. From the de- 
ſcription that was given of them, we judged 
that they were auroræ boreales, and we la- 
mented that we were not informed time 
enough to ſee them. The weather had been 
tolerably fair during aur ſtay at the baths ; 
but the weſtern part of the ſky had been al- 
moſt eonſlantly charged with very thick 
clouds.” The wind varied from weſt to north- 
weſt, and gave us now and then a ſhower of 
mo, which did not yet acquire conſiſtency, 
notwithſtanding the froſts which we 8 
rienced every night. . 


Our departure was fixed for the 17 Octo- 


These ſkins are not only a conſiderable branch of com- 
merce, but ſerve as a ſpecies of money with the Karnt- 


28 
ber, 


ber, and the 16 was ſpent in.the hurry and 
buſtle which the laſt preparations generally 
occaſion. The reſt of our route, as far as 
Bolcheretſk, was to be upon the Bolchaia- 
reka. Ten ſmall boats, which properly 
ſpeaking, appeared to be merely trees 
ſcooped out in the ſhape of canoes, two and 
two laſhed together, ſerved as five floats 
for the conveyance of ourſelves and part of 
our effects. We were obliged to leave the 
greater part at Natchikin, on account” of 
the impoſſibility of loading theſe floats wich 
the whole, and there were no means of in- 
creaſing them. We had already 'colleted 
all the canoes that were in the village, and 
even ſome of our ten had been brought 
from the _ of me wg to een 
e \ 4.3234 No 


The 17, at break of day, we embarked 
upon theſe floats. Four Kamtſchadales, by 
means of long poles, conducted our rafts, 
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hut they were frequently obliged to place 
themſelves in the water, in order to haul 
them along; the depth of the river in ſome 
places being no more than one or two feet, 
and in others leſs than ſix inches. Pre- 
ſently one of our floats received an injury; 
it was preciſely that which was freighted 
with our baggage, and we were obliged to 
unlade every thing upon the bank, in order 
to refit it. We waited not, but preferred 
leaving it behind, in order to proceed on 
our route. At noon another accident, much 
more deplorable for men whoſe appetites 
began to be clamorous, occaſioned us a fur- 
ther delay. The float in which our cookery 
vas embarked, ſunk all at once before our 
eyes. It will be ſuppoſed we did not ſee 
the loſs which threatened us, with indiffer- 
enc ; we were eager to ſave the wreck of 
our proviſions; and for fear of a greater 
misfortune, ve wiſely reſolved to dine be- 
fore We proceeded any farther. Our din- 


ner 


— 
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ner tended gradually to diſpel our fears 
and gave us courage to diſcharge the water 
which over- loaded our boats, and to re- 
ſume our voyage. We had not advanced a 
werſt, before we met two boats coming 
to our aſſiſtanoe from Apatchin. We ſent 
them to the ſucobur of the damaged float, 
and to ſupply the place- of the boats Which 
were unfit for ſervice. As we continued 
to advance at the head of our embarkations; 
we at laſt entirely loſt ſight of them; but 
we met with nothing diſaſtrous till bo 
yn oy r ttt videos}; ne 
518 „ e e ehh of tant 

1 obſerved that the webpages in the 
hw which it continually made; ran 
nearly in the direction of eaſt-north-eaſt 
and weſt· ſouth weſt. Its current is uery 
rapid; it appeared to me to flow at the 
rate of five knots an hour; in the mean 


time the ſtones and the ſhoals which We 
met with every inſtant, obſtructed our paſs 
May | ſage 
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' ſage to ſuch a degree; as to render the la- 
bour of our conductors truly painful. They 
avoided them with aſtoniſhing addreſs, but 

river, I obſerved with pleafure that it be- 
equally furpriſed to ſee it divide into I know 
not how many branches, which united 
igain, after having watered a variety of 
very ſmall and very buſhy ; we met with a 
- conſiderable number growing here and 

there in the very river itſelf, which increaſe 

fill farther the difficulty of the navigatibn, 
and prove the careleſſneſs, I may ſay the 
floth, of theſe people. It never occurs to 
them to root out theſe b _ 
© more eaſy paſſage. 


Different eee ſuch as 


ducks; — divers, and others, 
. | _ 
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divert themſelves in this river, the ſurface 
of which is. ſometimes; ęovered by them: 
but it is difficult to approach near enough 
to ſhoot them. Game does not appear to 
be ſo common. But for the tracks of the 
bears, and the halt-devoured fiſh, which 
had impoſed upon me, or at leaſt that they 
had exaggerated, in telling me of the mul- 
titude of, theſe animals with which the 
country abounds ; we could perceive none; 
but we ſaw a great number of black eagles, 
and others that had white wings; magpies, 
rayens, fome pertridges,. and an _— 
wine, a the river. Mak 


Au the MR of gs N. — 
rightly judged that-it would be more; pru- 
dent to ſtop, than to continue our route; 
with the apprehenſion of encountering ob- 
ſtacles ſimilar to what had already impeded 


* 
* our 


64 tRAVELS 


our navigation. How” were we to ſurmount 
them? we were unacquainted with the 
river; and in the obſcurity of the night, 
the leaſt accident might prove fatal to us. 
Theſe conſiderations determined us to leave 
our boats, and to paſs the night on the 
right-hand bank of the river, at the en- 
trance of a wood, and near the place where 
captain King and his party halted . A 
good fire 3 and dried our whole com- 
pany. M. Kaſloff had taken the precau- 
eee SPS in his float the accoutrements 
of a tent; and while we were pitching it, 
which was done in a moment, we Had the 
ſatisfaction · to ſee two of our floats arrive, 
which had not been able to keep up with 
us. The pleaſure which thi$ reunion af- 
forded us; the fatigue of the day, the con- 
venience of the tent, and our beds, which 
we had 5 n. n 
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early and without difficulty. We arrived 
in four hours at Apatchin, but our floats 


on account of the Ihallouneſs of che wa- 


ter. We landed about four hundred yards 
from the een, ſhort 
abe on Ioots . | | 
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tions leſs. It is ſituated in a ſmall” Plain, 
watered by a branch of the Bolchaia-reka; 
and on the ſide oppoſite to: the oſtrog is an 
S wood, which 1 cee . 


rr who wh ail «1 
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| vas told, about four ee WG 


I learned by the way, that the oſtrog 
of Apatchin, as well as that of Natchi- 
kin, had not been always where they are at 
preſent. - It is within a few years only that 


the inhabitants, attracted without doubt by 


the ſituation, or the hope of better and 


more commodious fiſhing, removed their 


houſes to this place. Tbe diſtance of the 
new oſtrog from the former one is, as I 


COLOR afforded _ rler 11 | 
Lleft it to join-our floats, which had paſſed 
the ſhallows, and were waiting for us three 
werſts from the oftrog,/ at the ſpot where 
the branch of Bolchaia-reka, after having 
made a circuit round the village, returns 
again to its channel. The farther we ad- 


found it; ſo that nothing: impeded. our 


courſe the whole way to Bolcheretſk; where 
we arrived at ſeven o clock in the evening, 
71 3 asccom- 
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ins by one only of our floats, the 
reſt not having kept pace with us. 19 


— 6—— go- 
vernor conducted me to his houſe, where 
he had the civility to give me a lodging, 
which I occupied during the whole time of 
my ſtay at Bolcheretſk. He not only pro- 
cured me all the conveniences and pleafures 
that were in his power, but furniſhed me 
with all the information which might con- 
tribute to my advantage, and which his 
office permitted him to give. His polite- 
neſs often anticipated my deſires and my 
queſtions; and he contrived to ſtimulate my 
curioſity, by preſenting to it every thing 
which he thought was calculated to inte- 
going with him to view) the gallhiot from 
Okotſk, that had been unfortunately juſt | 
[2s on PIES 8 N | | ſhip- 
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| 1 a little WT from Bol- 
otter OR 71 Tn FRY * 


= We had Marul ſomething of this me- 
lancholy news in our journey. It was ſaid 
that the bad weather, which the galliot 
huad encountered at its arrival, obliged it to 
come to anchor at the diſtance of a league 
from the coaſt; but finding that it ſtill 
drove, the pilot ſaw no other means of 
ſaving the cargo than by running the veſſel 
aground upon the coaſt; accordingly he 

cut the cables, and the ſhip was daſhed to 
VU pon the firſt intelligence of this event, 
the inhabitants of Bolcheretſk flocked to- 
gether to haſten to the ſuccour of the veſſel, 
_ to ſave atleaſt the proviſions with which 
it was freighted. Immediately upon our 
arrival, M. Kaſloff had given all the orders 


— 
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which appeared to him to be neceſſary ; 
but not ſatisfied with this, he would go 
himſelf to ſee them carried into execution. 
He invited me to accompany him, which I 
{elf much pleaſure from having an oppor- 
tunity of viewing the mouth of the Bol- 
chaia-reka, and the harbour which is d 
by it. | ? e 
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| we ſet off at eleven o clock in the morn» 

ing, upon two floats, of which one, that 
which carried us, was formed of three ca- 

| ſometimes of their poles, which frequently: . 

in difficult and ſhallow paſſages, enabled 
them to reſiſt the impetuoſity of the curs 
rent, by keeping back the float, which would 
otherwiſe have been carried WN with ra- 
a warn * Wa overturnded. 
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and larger than the Bolchala-reka, joins it 


werſt from Bolcheretſk. It loſes its name 
at the conflux, and takes that of the Bol- 


chaia-reka,' which is rendered very conſi- 
derable by this addition, and empties itſelf 
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We Foy at 8 lock 1 in athens 
ing at a little hamlet called Tcbekafki. Two 
ifbas, two balagans, and a yourt almoſt in 
ruins, were all the habitations I could per- 


-  ceive.. There was alſo a wretched ware 


houſe, made of wood, to which they give 
the name of magazine, : becauſe it belongs 
to the crown, and firſt receives the ſup- 
plies with which the galliots from Okotſ . 


* When theſe galliots are obigen ts winter Nr, they 
harbour in the mouth of a narrow and deep river, which 


pours itſelf, into the Bolchaia-reka, Wout fifty. AED 
night 
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night in e —— 2 | 
We in * en the Mens 
IE 22 10 234181 
labs kes af eee eee 
floats. It was low water; we coaſted along 
a dry and very extenſive ſand bank, at the 
left of the Bolchaia-reka, as we advanced to- 
wards the ſea, and which leaves to the north 
a paſſage of only eight or ten fathoms 
wide, and two and a half deep. The wind, 
which blew freſh from the north-weſt, 
ſuddenly agitated the river, and we dared 
not riſk ourſelves in the channel. Our boats 


alſo; were ſo ſmall, that a ſingle wave half 


filled them; two men were conſtantly em» 
ployed in throwing out the water, and were 
ſcarcely: able to effect it. We | advanced 
therefore as far as we could ___ this 
bank. 211} 26 £13847 Sue AI 


ans — of the 
. neck of lo land that ex- 
19) ?&r3: q F4 tended 
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tended- to the ſouth. It appeared to be 
about two werſts from us, ſouth of the en- 
trance of the Bolchaia-reka. At the point 
of land juſt mentioned, we diſcovered the 
light houſe, and the cot of the perſons ap- 
pointed to guard the wreck: unfortunately 
we could only ſee all this at a diſtance. The 
direction of the rider, from the place where 
it empties itſelf into the ſea, appeared to 
me to be north weſt, and its opening to be 
Half a werſt wide. The light-houſe is on 


the left-coaſt; and on the right is the con- 


tinuation of the low land, which the ſea 
overflow in tempeſtuous weather, and which 
extends almoſt as far as the hamlet of Tche- 
kafki. The diſtance of the hamlet from the 
mouth of the river is from ſix to eight 
trance, the more rapid is the current. 


lt was not poſſible ta purſue our voyage ; 
the wind became ſtronger, and the waves 
5 Lob .- +» 4 . 
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increaſed every moment. It out have 
been the height of imprudence to quit the 
ſand bank, and croſs, in ſuch foul weather 
and ſuch” feeble boats, two werſts of deep 
water, which is the width of the bay form- 
ed by the mouth of the river. © The gober- 
nor, who had already met with ſome proofs 
of my little knowledge- of navigation, was 
very anxious however to conſult me upon 
this occaſion. My advice was to tack about, 
and return to the hamlet” where we Had 
ſlept ; which was executed immediately. 
We had great reaſon to be pleaſed with our 
prudence; ſcarcely were we arrived at 
Tan when ant nnn Wan 
rible. Ni 21 OP C3 eon . Sankt 


I conſdled myſelf with the idea, tliat 1 
had at leaſt obtained my end, which was to 
ſee the entrance of the Bolthaia-reka.” 1 
can aſſert with confidence, that the acceſs 
d ii is very dangerous, and impracticable | 
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7% 
to ſhips of a hundred and fifty tons bur- 
then. The Ruſſian veſſels are too frequently 
ſhipwrecked, not to open the eyes both of 
navigators who may be tempted to viſit 
this coaſt, and of the nations who may 
think eee ati l tr 
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nt, beſides, POP 8 The 
low lands with which it is ſurrounded, are 
no protection againſt the winds. which blow 
from every quarter. The banks alſo which 
the current of the river forms, are very 
variable, and of courle it is almoſt impoſ- 
ſible to know with. certainty the channel, 
which muſt neceſſarily, 00mg | 
_—_ it direction as well as its reed 


f at at Tche- 
kafki, being unable to proceed to the ſhip- 
wrecked veſſel, or to return to Bolcheretſk. 
The ſky, inſtead of clearing up, became 


6 Kill blacker and 
thicker 
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chioker clouds. Soon after our arrival, a 
dreadful tempeſt aroſe, and the Bolchaia- 
reka became agitated to an extreme vio- 
lence, even ſo high up as our hamlet. Its 
billous ſurpriſed me, becauſe of the little 
extent and depth of the river in this: place. 
The point north-eaſt of its mouth, and the 
low land, which this gale of wind extended, 
formed but one breaker, over which the | 
waves rolled with a horrible noiſe, The 

gale was not likely to abate, but I was on 
ſhore, and thought myſelf able to brave it. 
1 took it into my head therefore, to go a 
hunting in the environs of the hamlet. 1 
bad ſearcely advanced a few ſteps, when the | 

wind ſeized me, and I felt myſelf ſtagger; 
my courage however did not fail me, and I 
perfevered; but coming to a ſtream, which 
it was neceſſary to craſs in a boat, I ran tha 
moſt imminent riſk, and returned imme · 
diately, well puniſhed for my petty pre- 
| Amend Theſe en hurricanes being 
-lo8 awd to whied 56 w 44/87 51 087 
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very common at this ſeaſon, it is not be won 
dered at that ſhipwrecks are ſo frequent on 
theſe coaſts: the veſſels are ſo ſmall as to 

have but one maſt; and, what is ſtill worſe, | 
the ſailors who manage them, if report may 8 
be credited, have too little {kill to be con- 
iir Ae trucg bell 
Fenn nnn bn n 
The next Pt we Cd 
and' arrived at pn 
mg? <: it dn e 6g 


Kornett oi; Helen ant bes ant 
2 ts Liorfes that. my day ee ee | 
bably be long, from the neceſſity of wait: 
with my deſcriptions, and the -recital of 
what I have ſeen myſelf, or learned from 
my oonverſations with: the Ruſſiaus and 
Kamtſchadales. I ſhall begim With the 
town, or fort of Bolcheretſk, for ſo it is 
called; ys (og; or krephſt); 1111, 
WE 2212; 407664 > BUT ack av} | 
(Avis Be on he border of the Bol- | 
Et cChala- 


T7 
_ Ghata-teka, in a ſmall iſland formed by dif- 
ferent branches of this river, which divide 
bited · The moſt diſtant diviſion, and which | 
is furtheſt to the eaſt, is a kind of ſuburb 
called Paranchine; it contains ten or twelve 
| iſbas. South eaſt of Paranchine, is the micl- 
dle diviſion, where there is alſo a number 
bas, and among others, a row of wooden 
huts that ſerve for ſhops. Oppoſite to theſe 
is the guard houſe, which is alſo the chan 
cery, or court of juſtice ; this houſe is 
larger than the reſt, and is always guarded 
by a centinel. A ſecond branch of the Bo- 
chaia-reka again ſeparates, by a very nar 
ro ſtream, this group of habitations, built 
vwithout order, and ſeattered here and there, 
from another at the north-weſt, nearer the 
river The river in this part flows in tiꝭs 
„Tub guard-houſe is likewiſe ufd as 4 prifon, Ind 
even as a ſchool for children. The maſter of the ſehool is 
a Japaneſe ; he is {killed in many languages, and is paid | 


FE tor . the children of this country. 
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direction of ſouth-eaſt; and north · weſt, and 
paſſes: within fifty yards of the governor's 
from the reſt; it is higher, larger, and is 
this houſe, is the church; the conſtruction 
of which is fimple, and like that of the vil- 
lge churches in Ruſſia. By the ſide of 
it is an erection of timber work, twenty 

feet high, covered only with a roof, under 
which three bells are ſuſpended. - North- 
weſt of the governor's houſe, and ſeparated 
from it by a meadow or marſh about three 
hundred yards wide, is another group of 

dwellings, conſiſting of twenty-five or thirty 
| Bolcheretſk; the whole do not exceed ten; 
the iſbas and wooden houſes, without in- 
cluding the eight ſhops, the chancery, and 
- - ies houſe, amount to fifty or 


From 
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From this minute deſcription of the fort 
of - Bolcheretſk, it muſt appear ſtrange that 
it retains ſo inapplicable a name; for I can 
affirm, that no traces are to be found: of for- 


tifications, nor does it appear that there has 


ever been an intention of erecting any: 


and its port, induce me to believe, that go- 


and obſtacles they would have to ſurmount, 


if they were to attempt to render it more 


flouriſhing, and make it the general depot 


ef commerce to the peninſula. Their views; 
as I have already obſerved, ſeem rather 


turned to the port of Saint Peter and Saint 


nz! 01 


Tbere i is a r deen of eke Bets | 
cheretſ, which I did not perceive at Pe 
tropavlofs ka. This ſenſible approach to Eu- 
ropean manners, occalions a ſtriking differ- 
„ t Un Nor wits on he mnat# 3; ence 
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Paul, which for its proximity, Ab, 
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rence between the two places. I ſhall en- 
nus IL [proceed in my obſervations upon the 
inhabitants of theſe oſtrogs; for my prin- 
cipal object ſhould be, to give details of 
their employments, their cuſtoms, their 
taſtes, their diverſions; their food, their un- 
tutions, and nenn —— i 
ment ta which 8 io ban 
£2001, 3557 | 9412136 43 Sia, vu ii 
eee 
men, women and children, amounts to be- 
cers, there are ſixty or ſeventy Coſſacs, or 
ſoldiers, who are employed in all labours 
_ that relate to the ſervice of government *. 
Each in his turn mounts guard; they clear 
the ware repair the bridges; unlade the 
„ Thelt pay is 0 iwebnldetable, . e RAG * 1 


month, if they had not the reſource of a petty fraudulent 
commerce, of which I ſhall preſently give an account. 
proviſions 
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proviſions ſent from Okotſk, - and . convey 
them from the mouth of the Bolchaia-reka | 
| e eee, is 


— eee «21508 
h , 1481596; uE tn 6 
ee lc 


ther with a mixed breed found among 
them, carry on a clandeſtine commerce, 


another; it varies as often as they ſee any 


reaſon for changing it; but it is never with 


a vie of enriching themſelves by honeſt 
means. Their induſtry is a continual na- 
viſhneſs; it-is ſolely employed-in cheating 


\ ide poor Kamtlchadales, whoſe credulity 


and inſuperable propenſity to drunkenneſs, 


eve them entirely at the-mercy. of theſe 


en e tillage: eee 


too ſilly natives: they propoſe to ſell them 


1 e „ | 
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r 

to taſte. It is almoſt impoſſible for a Kamt- 
ſchadale, male or female, to refuſe this offer. 
The firſt eſſay is followed by. many others; 
are intoxicated, and the craft of the temp- 
to a ſtate of inebriety; than theſe pilferers 
know how to | obtain from them the barter 
of their moſt valuable effects, that is, their 
whote ſtock of : fars, frequently the fruit 
of the labour of a whole ſeaſon, which was 
to enable them to pay their tribute to the 
crown, and proeure perbaps fubſiſtance 
ak a whole family. But no conſidera- 
tion can ſtop a Kamtſchadale drunkazd; 
every: thing is forgotten, every thing is 
ſacrificed to the gratification of his ap- 
petite, and the mamentary pleaſure of 
eee few 3 of en re- 
r nb rn of SW ö 77 Aus 
| 6 paſſion of all the 
people; of the north; but I have had more than one occa 
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duces him to the utmoſt wretchedneſs. 
Nor is it poſſible for the moſt painful expe» 
rience to put them on their guard againſt 
their own weakneſs, or the cunning perfidy 
of * un, who in their turn _ 


reſpe& to none 4 Thi following | poll 
others, was told me, that I might be able to judge of e 


rapacity . 10a og 
lity of cheir dupes. 2 


1 


eee eee | 


Inflamed with a deſire of drinking another, he invited the 


* ſeller into his houſe. The merchant thanked him, but 
| faid he was in a hurry, The Kamtſchadale renewed 
his ſolicitatwns, and / propoſed a ſecond bargain: he pre- 
vailed. —* Come, another glaſs for this ſable, it is a finer 
bone than the firſt. No; 1 muſt keep the reſt of my 
«4 brandy ; I have promiſed to ſell it at ſuch a place, and I 
- « muſt be gone.—Stay a moment; here are two fables, — 
* Tis all in vain.— Well, come, I will add another. 
«| Agreed, drink.“ Meanwhile the three fables are ſeized, 
and the hypocrite makes a freſh pretence to come aways. 
his hoſt redoubles his importunities to retain him, and de- 
mands a third glaſs: further refuſals and further offers : the 
higher the chapman raiſes his price, the more the Kamt- 
ſchadale is prodigal of his furs. Who would have ſuppoſ- 
ed that it would have ended in the ſacrifice of ſeven moſt 
F*** g 
V's oh bs in 
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| 


G ens 
in like manner, all the profits of their 


I ſhall terminate the article of commeree 


by adding, that the perſons who deal moſt 
in wholeſale, are merely agents of the mer- 


chants of Totma, Vologda, Grand Uſtiug, 
and different towns of Siberia, or the fac- 
tors of other opulent traders, who extend 


even to this diſtant country 1 oommer- 


_ cial ee > 


At the wich e provifiem; n ne- 
ceſſity obliges them to purchaſe from the 
magazines, are ſold exceſſively dear, and at 
about ten times. the current price at Mol- 


cow. A vedro® of French brandy coſts 
eighty roubles +. The merchants are al- 


8 A Ruflian meaſure containing from fifteen ft 9 aw 


"+ Eighteen pounds ſterling, dimatg herb at four 


lowed 
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lowed to traffic in this article; but the 
brandy, diſtilled from corn, which is brought 
from Okotſk, and that produced by the 
country, - which is diſtilled from the /lat- | 
kaia-irava, or ſweet herb, are ſold,” upon 
government account, at . forty one roubles 
ninety- ſix kopecks “ the vedro. They can 
be fold only in the kabacs, or public houſes, 
opened for that purpoſe. At Okotſk, the 
price of brandy diſtilled from corn is no 
more than eighteen roubles the vedro; ſo 
that the expence of freight is charged at 
twenty-three roubles ninety-ſix kopecks, 
which appears exorbitant, and enables us 
to form ſome judgment of the accruing 
profit. 


+ +, : - | 


The reſt of the merchandize conſiſts; of 
nankins and other China ſtuffs, together 
with various commodities of Ruſſian and 
fore gn manufacture, as ribands, handker- 
1 8 chiefs, 
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chiefs, ſtocltings, caps, ſhoes, boots, and 


other articles of European dreſs, which may 


be regarded as luxuries, compared with the 
extreme ſimplicity of apparel of the Kamt- 
ſchadales. Among the proviſion imported, 
there are ſugar, tea, a ſmall quantity of cof- 
fee, ſome wine, but very little, biſcuits, con- 
fections, or dried fruits, as prunes, raiſins, - 
ac. and laſtly, candles, both w wax and allow, 


. Er oy vie. 


— alt theſe artcls in fo df 
tant a country, and the need, whether na- 
tural or artificial, which there is for them, 
enable the merchants to ſell them at what- 


| ever exorbitant price their voracity ma 
_ affix. In common, they are diſpoſed of al- 


pying one of the huts oppoſite the guard- 


houſe; 8 
ee 


The 
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The inhabitants of Bolcheretſk differ not 
from the Kamtſcadales in their mode of 
hing; they are leſs ſatisfied, however, with 
balagans, and their houſes are a little 
cleaner. oY D815 IS750 Le $366 +1 


Their clothing is the ſame. The outer 
garment, which is ealled parque, is like a 
waggonerꝰs frock, and is made of the ſkins of 
deer, or other animals, tanned on one ſide, 
They wear under this Tong breeches of 
ſimilar leather, and next the ſkin a verx 
ſhort and tight ſhirt, either of nankin or 
cotton ſtuff; the women's are of filk, which 
is a luxury among them. Both ſexes wear 
boots; in ſummer, of goats or dogs ſkins 
tanned; and in winter, of the ſkins of fea 
wolves, or the legs of rein deer. The 
men: conſtantly wear fur caps; in the mild 
n * yn ark hn on a; 
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or of ſkin without hair; they are made like 

the parque, and anſwer the ſame purpoſe, 
that is, to be worn over their other gar- 


ments. Their gala dreſs, is a parque trim- 
med with otter ſkins and velvet, or other 


ſtuffs and furs equally dear. The women 
are clothed like the Ruſſian women, whoſe 


deſcription ; I ſhall therefore only obſerve, 


- that the exceſſive. ſcarcity of every ſpecies of 
- Nuff at Kamtſchatka, renders, the toilet of 
the women an object of very conſiderable 


eee eee eee 
aa. 8 t HOES. un and: 


- 
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| — rue food of es people cn. 
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while the women are employed in domeſtic 


occupations, or in gathering fruits and other 
vegetables, which, next to the dried fiſh, 
are the favourite proviſions of the Kamt- 


ſchadales | 


** 


IN KAMTSOHATKA. 8 15 


ſehadales and Ruſſians of this country. 


veſts for winter conſumption, it is high holy= 


day with them, and the anniverſary 1s.cele+ 


brated by a riotous and intemperate joy, that 


frequently givesriſe to the moſt extravagant | 


and indecent ſcenes, They diſperſe in crouds 


through the country, ſinging and giving 
themſelves up to all the abſurdities which 


not better deſcribe their, licentious frenzy 


than by comparing it with the bacchanals 
of the Pagans.” Ill betide the man-whony -- 


chance conduQts and delivers into their 
hands! however reſolute or however active 
he may be, it is impoſſible to evade the fate 
that awaits. him; and it is ſeldom that he 
eſcapes, without .. a n e 


4 is . 5 * © 7 4 
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| Their proviſo are proprod ac in 


their imagination ſuggeſts; no conſideration tf 
of fear or modeſty reſtrains them. I can- 


the 


go -  "FRAVELS\. | 

the following manner; it will appear, from 
the" recital, that they cannot bs accuſed of 
ful to waſte no part of the fiſh. As ſoon as 
it is caught they tear out the gills, which 
they immediately ſuck with extreme grati- 
fication. By another refinement” of ſen- 
ſuality or gluttony, they cut off alſo at the 
ume time ſome ſlices of the fiſh; which they 
devour with equal avidity, covered as they 
are with clots of blood. The fiſh is then 
gutted, and the entrails reſerved for their 
dogs. The reſt is prepared and dried; 
when they eat it either boiled; roaſted, or 
broiled, but eee rare 


iin 


The food 1 


td which appeared to me to be ſingularly 


diſguſting,” is a ſpecies of ſalmon, called 
 tchaouitcha. As ſoon as it is caught, they 
bury it in a hole; and in this kind of larder 
A 
| | 05 . 


| IN KAMTSCHATKA, | 91 
properly ſpeaking, become perfectly pu- 
trified. It is only in this ſtate of corruptiotm 
that it attains the flavour moſt pleaſing to 
the delicate palates of theſe people. In my 
opinion the infectious odour that exhales 
from this fiſh, would ſuffice to repulſe the 
moſt hungry being; and yet a Kamt- 
ſchadale feeds voluptuouſly upon this rot- 
ten fleſh.” How fortunate does he conſider 
himſelf when the head falls to his lot! this 
is deemed the moſt delicious morſet, and is 
commonly diſtributed into many parts. I 

frequently wiſhed to overcome my averſion, 
and taſte this ſo highly valued food; but 
my reſolution was unequal to it; and I was 
not only unable to taſte it, but even to bring 
it near my mouth; every time I attempted, 
thefetid exhalation which it emitted gave me 
a nauſea, and diſguſted me inſuperably.  * 


The moſt common fiſh in Kamtſchatka | 
are trouts, and ſalmon of different ſpecies; _ 
Yo Toes ES 
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ſea wolves are allo eaten; the fat of this file 
zs very wholeſome, and ſerves them beſide. 
for Mp all. 


: PER the vegetables which are made 
" uſe of by the Kamtſchadales, the principal 
are farana root, wild garli io, ſlatkaia-trava, 
or ſweet herb, and other plants and fruits 
nearly fimilar to what are found in Ruſſia. 


The ſarane is known to botaniſts*. Its 

ſhape, its ſize, and its colour have been 
- deſcribed at large in the third voyage of 
captain Cook, Its farinacedus root ſerves: 
inftead of bread f. It is dried before it s 


| go ® By th rams of film fin ar m. 


PE a ray ee eee 
bread, like that of the Ruſſian peaſaats. Government al- 
lows them a certain quantity of rye flour, but it is inſuffi- 
ee eee 


x pence. nnn 55 n 
fit by its future ſale. a ; 
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abel; but it is wholeſome and ee 
in eee eee e pe, 


rend de un _ ps harſh 
and fermented beverage, which has a very 
unpleaſant taſte; it is alſo uſed in various 
ſauces; the A GP fond of it. 
a Mw > $12 2X1] III 
The flatkaia«trava; or — herb, is plea- 
fant enough when it is freſn. This plant 
has alſo been minutely deſcribed by the 
Engliſh. It is highly eſteemed by the na- 
tives, particularly the ſpirit diſtilled from 
it. Soon after it is gathered, they ſlit it in 
two, and ſcrape out the pith with a muſ- . 
e * n it Wem and 
N. It is "called i in ' Kantſchatks, lenke. <Gmelia 


denomimates it: allium alan tons _ Ve 
umbellatis. Vol. 1. P. 49. Fern 7:45? 


| + Spondilium Folia A The juice 
of the rind of this plant is ſo acrid, that it is impoſfible to 
-touch it without ng e Is 2 they 
N e 

| when 
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when they: uſe it in their Tagouts, it is pre- 
_ viouſly boiled. Brandy is alſo diſtilled from 
this ſweet herb, which, as I obſerved before, 
is ſoltl on account of government: for this 
purpaſe- the 0 Wee ee the 
Kamtſclradales . 11. 97a 
ia ba een albbutoitmeads:ct; 
There are tres ſorts of inhabitants, the 
natives or Kamtſchadales, the Ruſſians and 
wa 5 zun eil 01 E 
an ot yd/-boanofts vidyid et 11, | 
— wle whoſe blood 
is unmixed, are fem in number; the ſmall 
through the different oſtrogs of the penin- | 
ſula; in Bolcheretſk eee 
find more than one or two. ON rede 
h brandy indoxicates much quicker than Freach 
brandy whoever drinks it, is ſure. to be extremely agi- 
tated during the night, and to feel the next day as melan- | 


choly and reſtleſs as if he had committed ſome crime. 
| by „ 5 The 
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The true Kamtſchadales are in general 


below the common height; their ſhape is 
round and ſquat, their eyes fmall and funk, 
their cheeks prominent, their noſe flat, their 
hair black; they have ſcarcely. any beard, 
and their complexion is a little tawny. The 


complexion and features of the women are 
very nearly the ſame ; from this repreſenta- 
tion, it eee eee ee 8 


nnn gent rn 
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mild and -boſpitable/; they are, meither 
knaves, nor robbers ; they have indeed ſo 


than to deceive them, as we have ſeen in 
the advantage that is taken of their pro- 


of their number. This unanimity diſ- 


it ee of 3 145 the ſinallneſs 
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Pour which is no Imall proof of their zeal 
to oblige; if we conſider the natural and ex- 


treme' ſlothfulneſs of their diſpoſition. - An 
active life would be inſupportable to them; 


And the greateſt happineſs, in their eſtima- 


FIR ties of famine, becauſe they would not take 


have nothing to do, and to live for ever in 
tranquil indolence. This is carried ſo far 
with theſe people, as frequently to make 
them neglect the means of providing the 
indiſpenſable neceſſaries of life; and whole 
families are often reduced to all the ſeveri- 


of fiſh; without which they are unable to 
ve. If they neglect in this manner the 
preſervation of their exiſtenoe, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that they are more atten· 
tive to the article of cleanlineſs; it diſ- 
Plays itſelf neither in their perſons, nor 
cheir habitations; and they may juſtly be 
reproached for being addicted n 
2 0 trary 


"OY 
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trary extreme. Notwithſtanding this eare- 
leſſneſs, and other natural defects, it muſt 
be regretted that their nutnber is not more 
conſiderable; as, from what I have ſeen, 
ferent perſons, if we would be füfe of finds 
ing ſentiments of honour and humanity in 
this country; it is neceſſury to ſeek for them 
among the true Kantſchadates ; they have 
not yet bartered their rude virtues for the 
polithed vices of 15 ne __ to 
| n. m. 

. 5 — 
 ceive/ the eſſocti of their influence. . I ſuw- 
the trace of European manners, leſs in the 
mixture of blood) in che conformation of 
features, and the idiom of the inhabitants; 
ham in their inclinations and mode of life, 
which did not always diſcover any very 
conſiderable fund of virtue. This fivik- 
ing differences between the — and 

vol. 1, H the 
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the indigenes, ſprings, in my opinion, from 
the difficulties which lie in the road to * 


ee ee 


1 


#24 eee not een n 
place of Kamtſchatka, particularly as the 
governors had thought proper to eſtabliſn 
their reſidence there. The chiefs and their 
ſuites introduced European knowledge and 
manners: theſe, it is known, generally be- 
come adulterated in tranſmiſſion, according 
to the diſtance from the ſource. Mean- 
while it is to be preſumed that the Ruſſian 
poſſible, to confide its authority and the 
execution of its orders, only to officers of 
acknowledged merit, if I may judge from 
thoſe who are at preſent employed ; and it 
istherefore to be ſuppoſed that theſe officers, 
many examples of the virtues, the acquire- 


ments, and all the eſtimable qualities of 
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civilized. nations.” But unfortunately the 
leſſons which thy gave, were not-always:ſo! 
efficacious as might have been expected; 
either becauſe being only - ſketches; they 
were not ſufficiently felt, or rather; not be- 
ing imbibed in all their purity, they made 
but momentary or INN + Hawa 
| . N Re 1 1 off x 
Hecker band + rien 
n not the ſame zeal 
eicher in the Coſſacs who compoſed the 
garriſoti, or in the merchants: and other 
Ruſfiari emigrants who ſettled in the pe- 
ninſula. The diſpoſition to: licenciouſheſs; 
and the defire of gain, which the firſt on- 


querors of a country almoſtualways bring 


with them, and the continual development 
of theſe qualities, by the facility with-which 

the natives may be. duped, contributed te 
check the progeſs of reform. The fatal in- 
fection was - ſtill more diffuſely ſptead "by 
intermarriages, while tho ſeed of the ſocia] 


9 | H 2 


- 
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virtues, which had been e to ſbe 


i eee“ 


_ aud uncultivated manners; and that a part 


YL The conaurne fs ben, hs 1 Pe na- 


of the reſt of the inhabitants, Nuſſtans and 
mixed breed, who have ſettled themſelves 
inthe oſtrogs where the. govertors refide,. . 
ſtill retain indeed. a faint ſhade of European 
manners, but nut of fuch as are meſt pure, 
We bave already had. a. proof of this in 
what bas been ſaid of | thew conmercink 
| principles, and my conviction has been ren- 
_ cheretſk, by a: cloſer ſtudybaſ the inhabi 
nme, who, e ee eee 
e ae e ere 
* 6 
im, in Initation of his cn le, frequently 
Suu, 1 3 


on 
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— balls the ladies Uf 
this oſtrog, who accept ſuch invitations wich 
equal alacrity and joy. Thad am oppot- 
tunity of ſeeing that what I had been told 
was true; that theſe women, the Kamtſcha- 
dales as well as the Ruſſians; have'a firong 
I propenſity to pleaſure ; their eagerneſs in- 
deed is To great, that they are unable ts 
conceal it. The precoſity of the girls is 
aſtoniſhing, and ſeems not at afl to be af 
ge Ge eee ere ee T2 

97 
| With relpltt to * women of Bolihs« 
retſk, who were preſent at theſe aſſemblies; | 
and who were chiefly either of mixed blood = 
or of Ruſſian parents, their figures iti gefic4 
ral did not appear diſagreeable, and I pere 
ceived ſome who might be conſidered” s 
handſome : but the freſhneſs of youth is 
not of long duration; from child-bearing, 
or the painful labours to which they are 
73 abe it fades away almoſt in the flower 
H 3 | of. 
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of their age. Their diſpoſition is extremely 

cheerful 3 a little, perhaps, at the expence 

of deceney. They endeavour to amuſe the 
dompany by every thing which their gaiety 
and playfulneſs can furniſh. They are fond 
of ſinging, and their voice is pleaſant and 
agreeable; it is only to be wiſhed that their 
muſie had leſs reſemblance to their ſoil, and 
approached nearer to our own. They ſpeak 
both the Ruſſian and Kamtſchadale lan- 
guages, but they all preſerve the accent of 
the latter idiom. I little expected to ſee 
fein leſs country dances in the | Engliſh 
taſte; but what was my ſurpriſe to find 
that they had even an idea of a minuet ! 
Whether my abode for. twenty ſix months 
upon the ſea, had 1 rendered me leſs faſtidi- 
ous, or that the reoollections they revived 
facinated my eyes, theſe dances appeared to 


be executed with tolerable preciſion, and 


more grace than J could have imagined, 
20 . 8 The 
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The dancers of whom we ſpeak; have ſa 
much vanity as to hold in contempt the 
ſongs and dances of the natives. The toi«: 
let of the women on theſe - occaſions. is an 
object of no trivial attention. They deck 
themſelves out in all their allurements, and 
whatever is moſt coſtly. Theſe ceremo- 
nious and ball dreſſes are principally of 
ſilks; and in the article of commerce we 
have already ſeen that they muſt be expen- 
five. I ſhall finiſh this account with a re- 
mark that I had occaſion to make, both in 
theſe-aſſemblies and in thoſe of the Kamt - 
ſobadales ; it is, that the majority of huſ- 
bands, Ruſſians as well as natives, are not 
ſuſceptible of jealouſy ; they voluntarily 
ſhut their eyes upon the conduct of their 
wives, and are as docile as poſſible upon 
thus 8 82 75 e 
The entertainments and aſſemblies Ws the 


native Kamtſchadales, at which I was alſo 
"WY H 4 preſent, 


preſent, offered a ſpectacle equally enti- 
tled to notice. for its ſingularity. I know 
not which ſtruek me moſt, the ſong or the 
dance. The dance appeared to me to be 
that of ſavages. It conſiſted in making re- 
gular movements, or rather unpleaſant and 
diffieult diſtortions, and in uttering at the 
ſame time «  forved- and. gutteral ſound, 
like a continued hiceough, to mark the 
time of the air ſung by the aſſembly, the 
words of which are frequently void of ſenſe, 
enen in Kamtſchadale. I noted down one 
of theſe. airs, which I ſhall infert in this 
n. en to ee 2 8 of thaw 
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| The words mean, 4 „e e e 


Daria®, Daria ings apd Janees dil. 


- This 1 is _— without ce.” 


9 


In dh den (hopes unit r Enn Jos 
ing the different animals they purſue, ſuch | 
as the partridge and others, but principally | 
the bear. They repreſent its ſluggiſh" and 1 
ſtupid gait, its different feelings and ſitua- =_ 
tions; as the young ones about their dam; | 
the amourous ſports of the male with the 
| female; and laſtly, its agitation when pur- 
ſued. They muſt have a perfect knowledge 
of this animal, and have made it their par- 
ticular ſtudy, for they repreſent all its mo- 
tions as exactly, I believe, as it is poſſible, | 
[ aſked the Ruffians, who were greater 
connoifleurs than myſelf, having been of- 
e e 


| ban ina bas kahn me, e 
whether 
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whether their pantomime ballets were well 
executed; and they aſſured me that the 
dancers were the beſt in the country, and 
that the cries, gait, and various attitudes of 
the bear, were as accurate as life. Mean- 
while, without offence to the amateurs, 
theſe dances are, in my opinion, not lels fa- 
tiguing to the ſpectators than to the per- 
formers. It is a real pain to-ſee them dil- 
tort their hips, diſſocate every limb, and 
wear out their lungs, to expreſs the exceſs 
of pleaſure which they take in theſe ſtrange 
balls, which, I repeat it, reſemble the abſurd 
diverſions of ſavages: the Kamtſchadales | 
may” indeed, in many Felipe, by wat 

of ba Khas rank. | 17 


20 
1 45 * £ =y 


* given a an account 5 the addreſs 


71. n 
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with which theſe people counterfeit the poſ- 
tures and motions of the bear, who may be 
called their dancing maſter, it may not be 
unpleaſing to relate in what manner they 
e | | hunt 
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Hunt this animal. There are various modes 
of attacking it; ſometimes they lay ſnares 
for it: under a heavy trap, ſupported in 
the air by a ſcaffolding ſufficiently high, 
they place ſome kind of bait to attract the 
bear, and which he no ſooner ſmells and 
perceives, than he eagerly advances to de- 
vour; at the ſame time he ſhakes the feeble 
ſupport of the trap, which falls upon his 
neck, and puniſhes his voraciouſneſs by 
cruſhing his head, and frequently his Whole 
body. In paſſing the woods 1 have ſeen 
them caught in this way; the trap ig 
kept baited till it ſucceeds, which ſome - 
times does not happen for almoſt a year. 
This method of taking them requires no 
great, boldneſs, or fatigue; but there is 
another mode, very much adopted in this 
country, to which equal ſtrength and cou- 
rage are neceſſary. A Kamtſchadale goes 
dobut, either alone or in company, to find a 
bear. He enn gun, 
8 a kind 


re 
ww +4 4. bt 
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a kind of carabine -whoſe .but-end is yery 
ſmall; a lance or ſpear; and his knife, His 
ſtock of proviſion is made up in a bundle 
containing about twenty fiſh, Thus lightly 
equipped, he penetrates into the thickeſt 
part of 'the woods, and every place that is 
likely'to be the haunt of this annimal. It 
is commonly in the briars, or among the 
ruſhes on the borders of lakes and ri- 
vers, that the Kamtſchadale poſts himſelf, 
and waits the approach of his adverſary 
with patience and intrepidity ; if it be ne- 
ceſſary, he will remain thus in ambuſcade for 


_ * whole week together, till the bear makes 


his appearance. The moment it comes with- 
in his reach, he fixes in the ground a forked 
ſtick e belonging to his gun, by means of 


| amen 
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- + The rv unable to ſhoot without thi 
means of reſting their gun, which, from the time required 
to prepare it, is eyidently inconſiſtent with the 1 of 
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mere certainty. It is ſeldom: that, with 


the ſmalleſt ball, hie does not ſtrike the bear 
either in the head, or near the ſhoulder, 
which is the tendereſt part. But he is ob- 
tiged to charge again inſtantly, becauſe the 
runs v at the hunter, Who has not always 
time for a fecond ſhot. He has then re- 
courſe to his lance, with which he quickly 
arms himſelf to contend with the beaft, who 
attacks him in his turn.” His life is in dan- 
ger # if he does not give the bear a-mortal 
thratt; dn is futh coinldatii-it any bis fg 


0 It is common enough alſo for it to take to flight, not- | 


withſtanding its wound, an cbnceat itſelf in thickets or 
ruſhes, DA and found 


CC 


Are ee EE AN e ee 
greſſor, he tears the {kin from the ſkull, draws it over his 


face, and then leaves him; 2 mode of revenge which im- 
plies, according to the Kamtſchadales, that this animal can- 
not bear the human aſpeR ; and this ſtrange prejudice fup- 
ports therh in the opinion of their ſuperiority, and ſeems to 
* | 
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poſed the man is not always. the conqueror ; 
but this does not prevent the inhabitants 

of this country from daily expoſing their 
lives; the frequent examples of the death 
of their countrymen. has no- effect upon 
them: indeed they never go out, without 
eonſidering before band that it is either to 
conquer or to die; and this ſevere alterna- 
tiue e 1 R 

vow eas W * toi yy 217733 
. «They hunt Alber 3 e im de 
ſame manner, ſuch as rein deer, argali, er 


e 
the year, F 
their method is then different. It is known that in winter, 
eee deere e , «A hom pA 
ſummer of the branches of trees; he continues there while 
Kannſchadales purfue him in their fledges, oe bin 
with their dogs, who oblige him. to defend himſelf; he e 
ruſhes from his lurking. place to, certain death; it he. re- 
ny hy on 
eruſhed to death under the ruins of hisden, . 5 
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foxes, otters, | beavers, - ſables, hares®, <&G. 


but they have not the ſame. dangers! to 
counter ; ſometimes they make uſe of ſnares, 
conſtructed of wood or iron, leſs than thoſe 
which are ſet for bears, and reſembling in 


their ſimplicity our - pitfalls ;-no. other at 
tention is ; neceſſary than that of viſiting 


them from time to time. The Kamtſcha- 
dales ſometimes lie in ambuſh, armed in the 


manner I have deſcribed; and the only 


proviſion being exhauſted in conſequence 
of the long duration of their chace. They 
frequently ſubmit to ſuffer hunger for many 


days together, rather than quit their ſta- 
tions till they have obtained the end of their 


purſuit; but they amply repay themſelves 


for this faſting, by immediately devouring. 


the fleſh of the animals+, and by the plea- 


© *' Theſe animals are all deſcribed in Cook's voyage. 
| + The fleſh of bears, argali, and rain-deer, is cunſidered 


by them as very wholeſome, the laſt particularly; I fre 
TOY feaſted pon ft, « | 


17 |; ſure 
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furs ih which they count onr the di. 
+ e ee IN 16/7 II alu! 214d 
ik 0 1 Vet; omi; 
They chats PE te eee 
n e moiteat is n ie green 
perfection. Sables are hunted in the be- 
Finning of winter. Theſe animals live 
commonly in trees, and are called after 
their name; a part of the fur neareſt the 
uin being of the fame colour as thoſe which 
"2 n 
1 n ei 
The e eee 
foxes are autumn, winter, and ſpring.” There 
are four different ſpecies. 1. The whitiſh 
red fox, which is leaſt eſteemed.” 2. The 
red or bright red fox. g. The fox called 
 fenadoyebha, the colour of which is a min- 
ture of ted, black, and grey. 4. The black 
fox, which is the ſcarceſt and moſt valuable: 
it is really of a deep and entire black, ex- 
cept that at the extremity of the fur upon 


„ * 
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6 bark; which is the longeſt ; a grey tint 
is ſometimes perceptible. Some of this ſpe- 


cies are ſingularly valuable. There are 
two other ſpecies of the fox that may be 


added to theſe, though they are not re- 
garded as ſuch in this country, the blue fox 


and the white fox. They are called in 
Ruſſia galouboy peſſets, and beloy peſſets ; their 
fur is thicker than that of the reſt of the 
ſpecies. The foxes of the continent are in 


general more beautiful than thoſe caught in 
the different iſlands of the eaſt®, and pro- 


duce'an een ts gs u we 


eee ee and ar- 


gali in autumn. Otters are extremely 
fearce in this country; but there is a great 


. abundance of ermines, though, I know not 
———ů— — 
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them; one would ſuppoſe they were of no 
The Kamtſchadales have different ſeaſons 
alſo for fiſning. Their ſalmon and trout 
ſeaſon is in June, their herring ſeaſon in 
May, and that of the ſea wolf in e 
and ä but ee in autumn. 


| * - a1 171 
They ſeldom uſe ſeine, but alnoſt always 
common nets *, or a kind of harpoon, which 


they manage with great dexterity. Seines 
ſerve only for ſea wolves; they are made 


of leather ſtraps, and the meſhes are very 


bar nets are made of pack thread; like ours; they 
purchaſe it of the Ruſſians : there is another kind however, 
which they fabricate themſelves from nettles, of which they 
| take care to lay up a conſiderable ſtore. "They gather thenr 
in autumn, tie them in bundles, and place them under their 
balagans to dry. When their fiſhing and harveſts are com- 
pleated, they prepare their nettles. They flit them, and 

then ſtrip off the rind expertly with their teeth ; the reſt 

they beat and ſhake till the a 7 Spacers, and it 
| n 
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by cloſing up the river with ſtakes and 


branches of trees, ſo as to leave only a nar- 
row paſſage for the fiſh, or ſometimes ſeveral, 
where they place baſkets ſo conſtrufted that, 
if the fiſh once enter, it is un 
2 2223 „. Ana act l: 
0 nme e REN Kamtſchatka. 
Haw ſome at Bolcheretſk belonging to go- 
vernment, and intruſted to the care of the 
Coſſacs. They merely ſerve during ſum- 
mer for the carriage of merehandize and 
— 6f the erown) ett wes | 
warrant CE? . f Thzrcx 
Abet — abound in _ 9 
and are ſo ſerviceable to the Kamtſchadales, 
as to render the privation of the other do- 
meſtie animals leſs felt by them. They ſerve 
all the purpoſes of carriage, and are fed with- 
out difficulty or expence their food con- 
ſiſting entirely of the offals, or ſuch-decayed | 
eee Is | | 1 
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fiſh as are rejected by their maſters ; and 
even theſe are not allowed, unleſs when it 
is neceſſary. In ſummer, which is their 
ſeaſon of reſt, little care is taken of them; 
the dogs well know how to provide for 
themſelves, by ranging over the country 
and along the ſides of lakes and rivers; and 
the punctuality with which they return, is 
one of the moſt ſtriking proofs of the fide- 
lity of theſe animals. When winter arrives, 
rary repoſe they have enjoyed. Their la- 
muſt have extreme vigour to be able to fup- 
port them. Ma nwhile they are not re- 
markably large, and reſemble pretty ex- 
actly our mountain dogs, or ſuch as are 
commonly uſed by ſhepherds. There is 
not an individual inhabitant, Ruſſian or 
native, that has leſs than five. They make 
uſe of them when they travel, when they go . 
1 wood, and for the con- 


e 
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veyance of their effects and proviſions, as 
well as their perſons. In ſhort, theſe dogs 
conduct travellers from place to place, and 
horſes could not in reality be more ſer- 
viceable. They are harneſſed to a ſledge 
two and two together &, with a ſingle one 
before as a leader. This honour is beſtowed 
on the moſt intelligent, or the beſt trained 
dog, and he underſtands wonderfully the 
terms uſed by the conductor to direct his 

courſe. The cry of tagtag, tagtag, turns 
him to the right, and kougha, kougha, to the 
left; che intelligent animal nnn it 


*. „Teer are caſtrgted like 1h" . 
forming the operation is different. The Kamtſchadales do 
not extirpate the teſticles, but bruiſe them, and the inſtru- 
ment they make uſe of is their teeth. Some of them do 
not ſurvive, and others are crippled and unfit for ſervice. 
In the mean time it is imagined that equal advantage could 
not be derived from theſe animals, if they were permitted : 
to remain in their natural ſtate; it would not be practica- 

ble to harneſs them with females. All the males, however, 

are not mutilated ; a ſufficient number is reſerved for the 
preſervation of the ſpecies, and theſe are frequently ufed for 


* 
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immediately, and gives to the reſt un 
ample of obedience: ab, ab, ſtops them, and 
ha makes them ſet off. The number of 
dogs that it is neceſſary to harneſs, depends 
upon the load; when it is little more than 
the weight of the perſon ho mounts the 


ſledge, it is conſidered as a common ſledge, o 


_ ſaunka®, and the team conſiſts of four or five 
dogs. The harneſs is made. of leather. 
It paſſes under the neck, that is, upon the 
breaſt of theſe ſteeds, and is joined to the 
manner of a trace: the dogs are alſo faſteny 
ed together by couples paſſed through their 
collars ; theſe collars are frequently covered 
with . by way of cnament. 00 


The form of the fledge is ike that afan 


| \* The lodges for gage eld nas nd rar 
. 


| + Called a. 
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| oblong baſket, the two extremities of which 
are elevated in a curve. Its length is about 
three feet, and its breadth ſcarcely exceeds 
a foot. This kind of baſket, which com- 

poſes the body of the ſledge, is of very thin 
wood; the ſides are of open work, and or- 
The ſeat of the charioteer is covered with 
bear's ſkin, and elevated three feet from the 
ground, upon four legs, which diverge to- 
wards the lower extremity, and are faſtened 

to two parallel planks, three or four inches 
broad. Theſe platiks are not thick, but ſo 
long as to extend beyond the body of the 
ſledge, to which they ſerve as fiipports and 
and as ſkates.” For this purpoſe they are fur- 
niſhed underneath; in time of thaw, with 
three or four long pieces of whale-bone, all 
of them of the ſame breadth, and faſtened to 
the ſkates with leathern thongs. In front 


theſe planks bend upward, and ſo meet the 


poles of the ſledge, which gradually lower 
N | Ego» for 
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for that purpoſe, and are adapted to receive 
a part of the baggage. The front of the 
ſledge is farther adorned with floating reins 
or ſhreds of leather, which are of no uſe. 
a curved' ſtick, which ſerves him both for 
rudder and whip. Iron rings are ſuſpended 
at one end of the ſtick, as much for orna- 
ment, as to encourage the dogs by the noiſe 
which theſe kind of bells make, and which 
are frequently jingled for that pur poſe; 
che other end is ſometimes pointed with iron, 
to make an eafier impreſſion on the ice, and 
ſerves at the fame time to guide the ardour 
of theſe animals. Dogs, that are well train- 
eld, have no need to hear the voice of the 
conductor; if he ſtrike the ice with his 
Nick; they will go to the left; if he ſtrike 
the legs of the ſledge, they will go to the 
right; and when he wiſhes them to ſtop, 
he has only to place the ſtick between the 
ſnow and the front of the ſledge. When 
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they ſlacken their pace; and become careleſs 


and inattentive to the ſignals, or to his voice, 


he throws his ſtick at them“; but then the 


utmoſt addreſs is neceſſary to regain it, as 


he proceeds rapidly along; and this is one 
of the ſtrongeſt teſts of the {kill of the con- 


ductor. The Kamtſchadales are ſingularly 
expert in this exerciſe. I was in general 


aſtoniſhed at the dexterity they diſplayed in 


driving their fledges, and as I was ſoon to 


have the happineſs of travelling in this ve- 


hicle, I conceived that I ought to practice, 
not ſo much to reconcile myſelf to it, as to 
learn to be my own guide. It was in vain 


| they repreſented to me the riſks I ſhould 


run, by expoſing myſelf alone in a ſledge, 


before I had acquired ſufficient ſkill to know , 


how to conduct it; at my age we are. all 


confident, and I liſtened not to their cau- 
tions. The lightneſs of my carriage, Which 


N exceeded ten pounds, its elevation, 


* N ſtick is called ofchtal. 
wh ich 
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which rendered it more liable to be over- 
turned, the difficulty of preſerving the 
equilibrium, and, in ſhort, the conſequences 
that might attend a fall, if I loſt my hold of 
the ſledge*; all theſe conſiderations, which 
were expoſed to my view, could neither in- 
timidate nor diſſuade me from ſo dangerous 
an apprenticeſhip. I mounted one day my 
new car, conſenting however to be follow 
ed, and a multitude of ſledges attended me. 
It was not long before the company ſaw- 
their predictions realized; I had advanced 
a very little way, when I exhibited a com- 
plete fall. Scarcely remounted, I repeated 
the ſcene, and occaſioned a new burſt of 
laughter: in ſpite of this, I did not loſe my 
courage; but quickly recovered myſelf to be 
| overturned. again as quickly, I had ſuf- 
ficient: xenſon to 1. n to theſe acci- 
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vance with ſuch ſpeed as frequently not to ſtop till they have 
exhauſted thernſelyes with fatigue, or daſhed the ſledge to 


pieces againſt the trees. : 
dents; 
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dents, for in every attempt I paid the tri- 
bute of inexperience. Seven times did I fall 
in taking my firſt leſſon, but without re- 
ceiying any injury; and I only returned 
with more eagerneſs to take a ſecond, then a 
third, then a fourth; in ſhort, a day ſcarce» 
ly palled, without my- making ſome pro- 


greſs. The number of my falls diminiſhed, 


in proportion as I acquired more knowledge 
and {kill, and my ſucceſs rendered me ſuch 
an amateur of this exerciſe, that in a-ſhort 
time I, acquired a degree of reputation; it 
. colt me, however, conſiderable pains to ha- 
bituate myſelf. to the obſervance of the ne- 

ceſſary equilibrium. The body is, as it 
were, in continual motion. Here we muſt 
lean to the right, becauſe the ſledge inclines 
to the left; there we muſt ſuddenly change 
to the left, becauſe it leans to the right: 
the: next minute, perhaps our poſture muſt 
be erect; and if we fail in quickneſs or at- 
tention, it is ſeldom that an immediate over- 
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throw is not the conſequence. In falling, it 
is ſtill neceſſary not to quit the vehicle, but 
to hold it as firm as poſſible, in order to 
create a ſufficient weight to impede the 
dogs, who, as I have already ſaid, will other- 
wiſe advance full ſpeed. The common 
mode of ſitting in a ſledge is ſide ways, as a 
lady rides on horſeback; we may alſo fit 
aſtride; but the point of main difficulty, the 
ne plus ultra of addreſs and of grace, is to be 
able to ſtand upon one leg: it is excellent 
| re geg —— 


For mytel, I was no ſooner nen 
than I abandoned every other mode of con- 
veyance. Always accompanied, becauſe of 

the roads, I ſometimes took a ride, and 
ſometimes went a hunting. The tracks of 

e and” portekiees were perceptible on 

8 1e. ſnow *, and to ſuch a degree, that it ap- 
$43 nin K li les 1288 7 peared 


* The ſnow began to fall g November, mbh 
that the country was covered almoſt immediately. But the 
OW froſt 
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peared full of holes like a ſieve. The ſnow 
was frequently ſo deep in the woods, that 
it was impoſſible to proceed a ſtep without 
ſinking in; our reſource in that caſe was to 
quit our fledges, which were no longer ſer- 
viceable to us, and turn them upon their 
ſide. Having taking this precaution, which 
was ſufficient to retain our dogs, who im- 
mediately laid themſelves down in a cireular 
form upon the ſnow, and patiently waited 
the ſoles of our feet, with leathern thongs, 
rackets, made of thin board *, fix or eight 
inches wide and four feet long, the front of 
which turned up, like ſkates, and the bot- 
froſt being later, and guſts of wind continuing almoſt with- 
out ceſſation, the ledges could not conveniently be uſed till 
| > INE Unis Ur, 6 Will BOO e quad 2 


e Theſe rackets ane called lg In the northern part of 
the peninſula they uſe another ſort of racket, called /apks, 
| which are ſhorter, and made of leathern thorns twiſted, like 
the ſtrings of a tennis racket; two ſmall ſharp pointed 
bones are fixed in the bottom, which penetrate the ice, and 
„ Ret HER". | 5 
tom 


eidents. Though it was diffteult to per- 
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tom was covered with the ſkin of the ſea wolf 
or rein deer. Furniſhed with theſe kind of 
ſhoes, we continued our chace; I had at 
firſt ſome difficulty to actuſtom myſelf to 
them, and fell more than once both upon 
my back and my fuce; but the pleaſure of 
a good chace made me ſoon forget theſe ac- 


ceive the hares and partridges j whoſe ( * h ſte. 


neſs" equ alled that of the wg I did not 


fail, after little practiee, and fome inſtrue- 
tions from my — to ee 
n W aghd % abattt aA. 
| „ 2006 bus Obi a9 
This Was enen ee kene diver- 
ſions while at Bolcheretſk; the reſt of my 
hours were occupied | in expreſſii ing my im- 
patience and uneaſineſs, on account of the 
length of time I was obliged to ſtay there. 
To give a different turn to my. thoughts, I 
embraced the few fine days that we ex- 
perienced, to viſit ſome of the environs, 


|} (x : j | 2 which 
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which I had a ſecond opportunity of view- 
ing upon my departure, and which I ſhall 
mention when I proceed on my travels, 
The conſtruction of my travelling ſledgesꝰ 
engaged alſo my attention; but my chief con- 


ſolation was the company of M. Kaſloff and 
the officers of his ſuite: Their converſa- 


tions, and the enquiries which I made, ena- 
bled me almoſt every day to take notes, a 
part of which I have already — 
and bene eee 


The nee en Kariſchaths 
is the firſt article that preſents itſelf. - Diſ- 
agreeable as may be the details they re- 
quire, I conceive that I ought not to ſup- 
preſs them; they form a part of my obſer- 
| journals, 3 2&1 46145: GOGH HIT 
»A kind of oſt coach to fleep in, and which is fitted 
to the ſledge. It is like a carriage very common in Ruſſia, 


called vezok ; mine was lined with bear's ſkin, and covered 
with te fin of the fea wolf | 


. , 
The 
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The ſmall pox, whoſe ravages I have il · 
ready mentioned, appears not to be natural 
to the country, nor is it very common. 
Since the invaſion of the Ruſſians, and the 
frequent emigrations that ſucceeded it, this 
epidemical diſeaſe has only made its ap- 
pearance in 1767 and 1768. It was then 
brought into the country by a Ruſſian veſ- 
ſel bound to the Eaſtern iſlands, for the 
purpoſe of hunting otters, foxes, and other 
animals. The perſon, who had in his blood 
the fatal germ, was a failor from Okotſk, 
where he had taken remedies for the diſ- 
order, previous to his departure; but the 
recent marks of it were viſible. Scarcely 
landed, he communicated this cruel malady 


aff three fourths of them. As it has not ap- 
peared ſince, it is ſuppoſed that theſe people 
are not ſubject to it. In the year 1720..it 
broke out in the northern part of Kamt- 
ſchatka, but it did not ſpread ſo far as the 
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peninſula, It began at Anadirſkoi; it is 
not known how uit was brought there, 

reer np f in * 


There eiae ſuſpect that the Kamt« 
ſchadales are indebted to them in like man- 
nner for their knowledge of the venereal 
diſeaſe, which happily is not common. 
This peſtilence appears to be exotic, and its 
cure is as difficult as it is rare. They have 
recourſe to various roots and to corroſive 


ſublimate, which is attended in this coun - 


try with its uſual ruinous effects, and the 
* _ ao ne 
109 

_ b hank no ieee 
births. Such as are deformed among them, 
have become ſo in conſequence of a con- 
ſiderable fall, though this is not a very com- 
mon. occurrence, as they are accuſtomed; to 
fall from their balagans, © They are but 
Liver. 1, K little 


greater progreſs ; though it muſt be con- 
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little ſubject to the ſcurvy ; their uſe of 

wild garlic, and various fruits and berries, is 

a preſervative. The Ruſſians and other 

ſettlers are-more frequently afflicted with 
this diſeaſe. 


| boils, tumors, abſceſſes, and wens, are very 


common. They have no mode of curing 
them, but by inciſion or extirpation; and 
they uſe for theſe operations a knife, or 


| perhaps ſimply a ſharp ſtone, which ſup- 


plies the place of a lancet. Such inſtru- 


ments are calculated to impreſs us with no 
very high opinion of the {kill of the ope- 


rators; and it is obvious that the art of 
ſurgery, brought to ſuch perfeclion with 


eee barbariſm at 


Kamtſchatka. 


/ 
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felled that theſe people have gained ſome- 
thing by learning to diſtruſt their impoſtors 
and abfurd empiricks. Formerly, ſelf- ereat- 
ed magicians,” called chamans, taking ad- 
vantage of the credulity of the Kamtſcha- 
dales, turned doctors of phyſic, and thus 
ſecured to themſelves a double claim to 
their veneration and confidence v. Their 
ſtrange dreſs contributed to the impoſition, 
meries. What was told me upon the ſubs 
ject would exceed the utmoſt ſtretch of 
faith, if we had never heard of the Bohe- 
mians and other ſorcerers of this kind. It 
is not poſſible to form an idea of the buf= 
fooneries of theſe ſuppoſitious phyſicians, 
and the impertinencies they relate, to make 
their preſcriptions or pretended revelations 
go down. It is probable that their cures | 


* R Bolcheretſk, I had 
aſterwards an opportunity of conſidering this ſubje& more 
fully, ny orien will be: Sud any pipe 

place. 
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were frequently attended with fatal conſe- 
quences, and that the number of victims 
equalled that of their patients. Tired at 
laſt of being duped at the expence of their 
lives, the Kamtſchadales began to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with theſe impoſtors, who gradu- 
ally loſt their credit, and ſunk into con- 
tempt and oblivion. Such has been the 
fate alſo of the chamans. The feeble light 
which the Ruſſian commerce diffuſed through 
the country, proved [ſufficient to open the 
eyes of the inhabitants. They perceived 

at once the abſurdity'of the magic art of 
their doctors. As it ceaſed to be reſpected, it 
was no longer lucrative, and the number 
ol magicians, diminiſhed of courſe. Diſ- 
guſted with the trade, the men abandoned 
it ; and it has ſince been taken up by ſome 
old women, Who, poſſeſſing lefs ſkill, have 


e fewer cuſtomers *, . ag 
e 132 The 


| FP 
reſpeRing the chamans, is the preciſe hiſtory of all our 
R . mountebanks. 


* 
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The women of this country have ſeldom 
more than ten children, the common eſti- 
mate is four or five, they bear none af« 
ter the age of forty, They aſſiſt one an- 
other in their deliveries, icht are effected 
with great facility: meanwhile there are 
midwives in Kamtſchatka, but their num- 
ber is very ſmall. The accidents which 
prove fatal to ſo many mothers, are much 
leſs frequent to theſe women, than inſtances 
of child-birth in the open air, in rdada, or 
wherever their occupations call hem. On 


"% 
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ew e S in their impoſtures, their reign 
and their fall are ſimilar. Various reflections might be 
made on this ſubject. That a' people equally ſimple and 
uninformed, like the Kamiſchadales, ſhould for a time 
have been the dupes of the impoſtures of their magicians, 
is not aſtoniſhing, and will admit of an excuſe t but that 
ſuch extreme ignorance and credylity ſhould be, made ſens 
ſible of their error, and bluſh at it, is a matter of ape 
and congratulation; for even with the moſt entigh 
nations of Europe, do not ſome kinds of chamans ſpring up 
every day, equally perfidious and deſtructive! They, have 
all in the meari time their apoſtles, their Prolelytes, and 4 
prodigious number of martyrs, üg e A honig 
caſt k K 3 | | theſe « 
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theſe ©” © IO hair, 
L am told, to tie the umbilical cord, carry 
home their children themſelves, and imme- 
diately give them ſuck. They have na 
limited time for ſuckling their children, 
and I have ſeen inſtances of its continuing 
for four or five years. We may judge from 
this oircumſiance of the ſtrong conſtitution 
of theſe women. It is obſerved; however, 
that Kamtſchadales of either * 1 12 
live e ue 2 3 140 25 
+" —Y do to mention a ws to - Ghia 

the inhabitants of this peninſula have vo- 
juntary recourſe in almoſt every diſeaſe: 
it is to a root called bears root, which they 
ſteep in brandy. The name ſufficiently in- 
dicates to whom they are indebted for its 
knowled ge. Perceiving that the bear was 
fond of eating this herb, and of rolling 
hümſelf upon it when wounded, they ima- 
gined it to poſſeſs ſome n. 9 

& 4 this 
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this induced them to make uſe of it. This 
animal thus gave them their firſt leſſon in 
botany and pharmacy. It is ſaid however, 
this root. If this be true, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe that human beings would find it 
very ſerviceable: but as I have never had 
occaſion to make the experiment, I can only 

ſpeak from report. 85 
The Chriſtian religion was introduced 
into this country by the Ruſſians; but the 
inhabitants appear to know little more of 
it than the ceremony of baptiſm. They 
are ignorant of the very firſt principles of 
Chriſtianity. Slaves to their inclinations, 
they follow their impulſe whether good or 
bad. If they think of religion, it 18 merely 
from a motive of convenience or intereſt; or 


to it. This proves how very defective their 


inſtruction is, and reflects in my opinion 
21% K 4 upon 
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upon the clergy, whoſe buſineſs it is to en- 
lighten their ignorance. But are theſe cle- 
rical miſſionaries ſufficiently informed them- 
ſelves? They haYe no opportunity it muſt 
be acknowledged for profound ſtudy, and 
probably it is not required of them, as it is 
common enough to ſee a Kamtſchadale ad- 
mitted to this dignified office.. 


N | ice: 11034 gt 
Theſe popes are all under the authority 
of a protapope, or high prieſt, reſident at 
Nijenei, and he again is ſubordinate to the 
archbiſhop of Irkoutſk, who alone ordains 

and appoints the clergy to their cures, ſo 

that they are all obliged to reſort to this 
| ſettlement. The length and perils of the 
journey are conſidered perhaps as a kind of 
initiation; and without any other merit or 
examination, they probably receive holy 
orders: it is certain they return neither 
ſent to their places of deſtination; the 


IN KAMTSCHATKA. 187 


time they continue · is not limited, and de- 
PAO er ah their chiefs. oy 10 
9 4 2907730 n ons 11d 
There are 00 principal churches in 
nn Paratounka, Bolcheretſk, 
Ichinſk, Tiguil, Vercknei, Klutchefskaia, 
and two at Nijenei; to theſe may be added 
the church of Ingiga, in the country of the 


9 9 1 
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he district or pariſh a in- 
cludes ſeven oſtrogs and the Kurilles iſlands; 
viz. the oſtrog of the fame name, Saint 


Peter and Saint Paul, Koriaki, Natchikin, 


Apatchin, Malkin, and Bolcheretſk. The 
number of pariſhioners contained in theſe 
oſtrogs, does not exceed four hundred; 

and including the Kurilles iſlands, the ge- 
neral calculation is not more than. ſix hun- 


died; and twenty Chriſtians. The rector 
of Paratounka is allowed by the empreſs a 
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ſalary of eighty roubles, and twenty pouds * 
of rye flour. His pariſhioners of  conſe- 
quence, pay no tythes; but he receives 
alms and other caſual emoluments attached 
to his church. For a marriage, a chriſten- 
ing, or a burial, theſe prieſts demand what- 
ever they pleaſe. There is no regulation 
in this reſpect, and every ching is governed 
ſolely by their caprice, which occaſions con- 
ſiderable impoſitions and abuſes. In gene- 
ral however, they endeavour to proportion 
their demands to the abilities of their pa- 
riſhioners, a diſcretion _ is ue to 
. CANT of re 15 es een 


The Kamtſchadales are free. They are 
ſubject only to an annual tribute to Ruſſia, 
Which conſiſts, as I have already faid, in 
various kinds of furs; ſo that the produce 
of their chace, turns almoſt entirely to the 


* A Ruſſian weight equal to about thirty-three pounds. 
advantage 
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advantage of the empreſs. Every chief of 
a family is obliged, to furniſh for himſelf 
and for each of his children, even ſuch as 
are in their minority, a certain quantity 5 
of ſkins: equivalent to his ſhare of taxa- 
tion: this may amount to ſeven roubles 
more or leſa, and the ſkins, L am told, are 
generally valued at the loweſt poſſible price. 
This mode of paying tribute muſt produoe 
a conſiderable revenue to the crown, it we 
F of ſables the 
province annually ſupplies, which is ſome- 
thing more than four thouſand. The toyon 
of each oſtrog collects the taxes, and re- 
mits them to the treaſurer of the crown; a 
receipt is previouſly given to every indivi- 
dual of the amount of his tribute, and each 
Kamtſchadale takes care to mark with his 
ſeal, or ſome other fign, all the furs that he 


The current coins are the golden imperial 
e 55 of 
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of ten roubles ; the rouble, and half rouble. 
There are very few ſilver coins below this 
value; a proof that no article of merchan- 
dize is expected to produce leſs than half 
a rouble. Copper and paper money have 
not yet reached this peninſula. A variety 


of old ſilver coins of tlie times of Peter I. 


Catherine I. and Elizabeth, abound here. 
A conſiderable branch of commerce may be 
made of them; the ſilver is purer and more 
e e eee eee nt 

The pay of + the ſoldiers - or + -Coſlacs is 
en a year. The officers/ſent by 
government to ſo 2 a country, receive 
n. ſalaries. M e i 2421 
r my ingots 23 40 rnb 

he een of Kamtſchatka, when 
neee Bolcheretſk, was 


under the juriſdiction of the government 
general of Irkoutſk. Upon the departure 
of this governor, whom the Engliſh ſaw 


153 | | upon 
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upon their firſt arrival in 1779, captain 
Schmaleff was deputed in his room, and 
enjoyed for a year the power and ſatisfac= 
tion of doing good to the inhabitants, who 
titude. M. Renikin ſupplied his place. in 
1780, and was recalled in 1784 for reaſons 
which I am obliged to ſuppreſs. At this 
period the Kamtſchatka department was 
reunited to that of Okotſæ. The chiefs 
and officers of the different oſtrogs have 
ſince been ſubject to the orders of the go- 
vernor at Okotſk, and to the deciſions: of 
its courts of juſtice ; theſe are themſelves 
ſubordinate and accountable to the gover- 
nor general reſiding at Irkoutſk. The pre- 
ſent commanding officer, or governor, at Bol- 
cheretſk, which-was formerly the capital of 
Kamtſchatka, is now merely a ſergeant; the 
name of the perſon I left there was Raſtar- 
gouieff, eee * 
office by M. Kaſlofl. 
SHINE | | The | 


2 TRAVEL 


The governors in theſe various oſtrogs 
are not accountable to one another for their 


their ſuperiors; the authority of each is 
| limited: to the inhabitants of his own diſ- 
trit ; which has doubtleſs induced the em- 
preſs to appoint an inſpector general, capi- 
tan iſpravnick, whoſe buſineſs is to ' vſiit 
every year all the Kamtſchadale villages, 
receive their complaints, examine their dif- 
ferences, judge them, and puniſh ſuch as are 
guilty; in ſhort to maintain order and peace 
among them. It is alſo a duty of his function 
to encourage commerce, particularly their 
fiſning and hunting, to inſpect the regular 
payment of their tribute, the ſtock of proviſi- 
and that of his family, the repairs of the 
bridges and roads, which unfortunately are 
very few, and kept in very bad order. In 
a word, the inſpector general ſhould conſi- 
der it as incumbent upon him to introduoe 
; 5 5 among 


adminiſtration, not even inferior officers to 
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among theſe people the manners and cuſ- 
toms of Ruſſia. This important office was 
confided, in 1784, to baron de Steinheil, 
who fixed his reſidence at Nijenei. Affairs 
calling him elſewhere, he was ſucceeded by 
M. Schmaleff, who, in WE riſe us; 
IE the . his office. 


re, 


The pain is not purely ly; 
there are ſome tribunals eſtabliſhed for hear- 


ing and deciding cauſes and other matters 
juridically. Such are the tribunals of Tiguil, 
Ingiga, and Nijenei-Kamtſchatka; they are 
ſubject to the juriſdiction of the court of 
Okotſk, in the ſame manner as in Ruſſia 
the magiſtrates of the ſubordinate towns 
hold from thoſe of the capital, in whom 
the final deciſion reſts. There is beſide at 
Bolcheretſk a kind of conſular juriſdiction, 
or vocal tribunal, called in Ruſſia Sloveſavi- 
foud. The jadges are merchants; they take 
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mer ce, 


firmed or annulled by the court to which 
they are carried by appeal. The Ruſſian 
code of laws is the only one that is attend- 
ed to; it is too well known to require that 
I ſhould enter into particulars; and I could 
only repeat what has been already related 
by various hiſtorians and travellers better 
l ng OR than PEE 


* ner ne to add, 5 hs pro- 
perty of the Kamtſchadales devolves, of 
courſe, upon their deceaſe, to the next heir, 
or to whomſoever it is bequeathed, The 
will of the teſtator is equally reſpected, and 
as literally adhered to, as it could be with 
thoſe nations of Europe who are moſt * 
. deere the — - — 2 811. 
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Divorces are neſther Me Mos 
among the Kamtſchadales. The Ruſſians 
ſeem to court their alliance, though it pro- 

TO. . cures 
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| euresthem no particular priviledge. Their 
motive is obvious. By frequent marriages, 


it is poſſible that before the end of the pre- 
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eee aboliſhed in all the 
dominions of the emprels, is never inflicted 
in Kamtſchatka. In their earlieſt migrati- 
ons, the Ruſſians, when accuſed of haraſſing 
the natives, were condemned to the knowt; 


he Kamtſchadales alſo, for various offences, 


were liable to this cruel puniſhment; but it: 


is no longer practiced. When the natives 
are guilty either of petty or capital offences, 
the puniſhment is whipping. -. It may be 


queſtioned whether they have gained by the 


change. The preſent mode of puniſhing. 


them being more ſimple and expeditious, it 


is reſorted. to with laſs fcruple, and is liable 
2 
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The Kamtſchadale idiom appeared to me 
| I Pant to be 
ſounds diſagreeable, There are as many 
different dialects and accents as there are 
oſtrogs. For inſtance, upon leaving Saint 
hear a different jargon at Paratounka: this 
ia the caſe with villages the neareſt to one 
of idiom, I conſidered it as inoumbent upon 
| me to procure 2 vocabulary, which will be 
found at the end of my journal. 1 ſhall | 
add to it the Koriac, the Fechouktchi, and 
the Lamont languages. My attentionto the 
conſiderable affance. I ſhall finiſh the ar- 
tele of my abode at Bokcheretſk, with ſome - 
 6bſervations that wilt tend to _—_ the 
impoſlibility of wy gs une 
D 
Towards ts end of November th cold 
became 
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became on a ſudden ſo ſevere; that in a few 
days the rivers were all frozen, even the Bol- 
ehaid-reka; e ſeldom happens, becauſe 
of the extreme rapidity of its current. The 


next day it got rid of the: ic& that covered _ 


it, and from that time I ſaw no more ſtop 
before Bolcheretſk, lower thin the houſe of 
places, it preſents a A DH 
mmmh 


4 


eee eee Hon ns 


is a ſenſible difference in the atmoſphere. | 


During the fine weather, a drought prevail- 
ed at Saint Peter and Saint Paul's; where- 
as at Bolcheretſk they complained of fre- 
quent ſhowers; meanwhite autumn had not 
proved this year more rainy than com- 
which drive the fiſly from the rivers; a fa- 
mine moſt diſtreſſing to the poor Kamt- 
r Ls b . 


ſchadales is the reſult, as it happened laſt 
coaſt of the peninſula. This dreadful ca- 
latity occurs fo; frequently in this quarter, 
that the inhabitants are obliged to aban- 
families to the borders of the Kamtſchatka, 
where they hope to find better reſources; 

fiſh being more plentiful in this river. M. 
Kaſloff had intended to proceed along the 
weſtern coaſt, having already made his viſit 
through the eaſt; birt the news of this fa- 

mine determined him, contrary to his wiſhes, 

ds return, rather than be driven to the ne- 
celſſity of ſtopping half way, or periſhing 
with hunger from the difficulty of oem. 
G ing dogs and „ ee def rang 
r 4999 aitty ho! woe 
The wind . eee auen 
reſidence at Bolcheretſæ; it was moſt com- 
monly weſt, north - weſt, or north - eaſt; it 
blew ſometimes from the fouth; but ſeldom 
e Mabg ts IS from 
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from the eaſt. The ſouth and weſt winds 
are almoſt invariably attended with ſnow. 
Scarcely a week paſſed, even to the month 
of January, without our experiencing two 
or three violent tempeſts; they commonly 
proceeded from the north-weſt, Theſe gales 
of wind laſted always a day or two, and ſome« 
times ſeven or eight days. It would have been 
the height of imprudence to venture put at 
ſuch a ſeaſon. The ſky was completely 
obſcured, and the ſnow, ſupported by-theſe 
whirlwinds, formed in the air a thick fog; 
chat prevented us from ſeeing at the dif- 


tance of ſix yards. Woe to all travellers 
who are expoſed to this terrible weather! 


neceſſity compels them to ſtop, or they run 
the riſt of loſing themſelves, or of falling 


it poſſible they ſhould find their way, or 


engage themſelves from the heaps of ſnaw 
8 I lz 4's L 


every moment into ſome abyſs; for how is 


| advante/a ſtep/ when they" have to reſiſt 
the impetuoſity of the wind, and to diſ- 


- — 
* * 
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1 them? If ſuch be 


eee — the men, what 


oon 
dme deplarable acidents ithey-occaſion, 


ben ſuſſer. 

due see, to find wunde 

3 lillance of two vers or up- 
nions, 


in 
wards from each — 
— 1 100 510 Hei 08 
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vinced us of the negaſſity of deſerring 0 
departure. l MI. Keſloff was equally as 1 
patient to arrive at the place of his — 
L.anight execute my-commiſſion ” 
diligence.that had been recommended. 
but every one whoſe advice we: afked, 
— hs aur eagerneſs, and proved par» 


| 4 t of 
* Thee Was ru prevail chiefly in in he hs 
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7 ticularly 
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ticularly as to mylelf, that, entruſted with 


1 


ſuch important diſpatches, it would be 


fied me. M. Kaſloff anticipated my wiſhes, 
by giving me a certificate, accounting for 


my long reſidenoe at Bolcheretſk;/by a re- 


lation of the cireumſtances that had ob. 
fioned it. The gales of wind having at 


length ceaſed towards the middle of Ja- 


nuary, we eagerly ſet about preparing for 
hae ew kee e. 
ee een een enn 


4 % " - . 
r " » LED 14 71 if {If 4 4 eF 


We eee {bay in-this baſk amnte- ; 


ner we could with brandy, beef, rye; flour, 


and oat-meal, A conſiderable quantity of 


reſerved ſome to ſupply us during the firſt 


few days of our journey, and the reſt were 


cut into thin flices and baked in an oven 
like biſcuits: what was left of our flour, we 
put into ſacks us a reſource in time of need. 


ien . L 4 Mr. 
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M. Kaſloff had ordered that as many 
dogs as poſſible ſhould be collected. Mul- 
titudes were preſently brought from all the 
neighbouring oſtrogs; we had alſo provi- 
ſion for them in abundance, the only dif- 
ficulty was how we ſhould carry it. We 
had reſolved to ſet off early in the morn- 
ing of 27; but when we came to load 
conſiderable, that, in ſpite of the number 
of hands employed, it was not completed 
till the evening. We were out of humour; 
no day in my life ever appeared ſo tedious. 
Vexed at the delay, we would not defer our 
dy, than we ran to our ſledges and were 
out of Bolcheretſk in a moment. 


We ſtarted at feven o clock. It was moon- 
light, and the ſnow added to its brightneſs. 


11 : ceive 
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ceive. of our numerous cavalcade mounts 


ing to thirty-five ſledges*. In the firſt was 


a ſergeant of the name of Kabechoff,, who 


was appointed to ſuperintend and direct 
our proceſſion. He gave the ſignal, and 
_ Inſtantly all theſe ſledges ſet off in file. 


of equal courage and ſpeed. Preſently the 
Iine was broken, the order diſturbed; and 
all was canfuſian. A ſpirited emulation 


animated the conductors, and it became as 


it were a chariot race. It was who ſhould 
drive faſteſt ; no one was willing to be out- 
ftripped; the dogs themſelves could not 
bear this affront ; they noe the TAE 


1 The) v were chiefly common Nedges, ck as we 58 
deſcribed, page 118. Some were cloſed in the 


manner of vezacks or kicks , mine was of this deſcription, 
as I have mentioned, page 12). In the thirty-five 11 


not include thoſe of the inhabitants of nn who 


W 29.98 farms; pies +; 1 57 


I Porty-five dogs were harneſſed to M. een 
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They were drawn by three hundred dogs 
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of their maſters, fought with one another 
to obtain the precedence, and the ſledges 
were. overturned, frequently at the riſk of 
being daſhed to pieces. The clamour of 
thoſe who were overturned, the yelping of 
the ſtruggling dogs, the mixed cry of thoſe 
that proceeded, and the confuſed and con- 
the diſorder, and prevented us both from 
eee WP" one another. 


- Weben — reagcad, 
I quitted my ſledge where I was impriſon- 
ed, and placed myſelf in a ſmaller one, in 
which, beſide the pleaſure of driving myſelf, 
I could ſee what was paſſing around me. 
Fortunately no accident happened, and 1 
had no reaſon to repent of my curioſity. 
This embaraſſment was chiefly oocaſioned 
by the concourſe of the inhabitants of Bol- 
cheretſk, who, from attachment as well as 
reſpect, were deſirous of accompanying M. 
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Kaſloff to / Apatchin®, where we arrived 
about midnight: the diſtance of S 
from this ang ee werſts,” 5 


e eee . | 
tuous wind aroſe, which would greatly have 
incommaded us, if it had happened during 
our route. It continued the reſt of the night 
and all the next day, which we were * 
e e 


eee 8 the laſt Ang of; 5 
inhabitants: of | Balcheretſk.. I was ſtruck 
with their gratitude and attachment to M. 
Kaſloff, and the regret they expreſſed at 
leaving him, as well as their concern for me, 
and the intereſt they took in the ſucceſs of 
my journey. I was the more pleaſed with 
their attentions, as I had obſerved while at 
anne French nation was not 

Me! F hal Paftd through this er on my road Bol- 
cheretik, and have deſcribed it, page 65. . 
8111 | held 
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held in any high eſteem by them; they had 
even ſd bad an opinion of us, that it was 
with difficulty they were brought to be- 
lieve what had been told them of the po- 
liteneſs and cordiality of the crews of the 
Peter and Saint Paul. In proportion how- 
evr as they heard their countrymen extol 
I endeavaured hy my: converſation. and be- 
haviour to deſtroy it entirely. I dare not 
flatter, myſelf. to have ſucceeded; but it ap- 
peaned to me that a complete change at laſt 
be their ſentiments reſpecting us. 
is SIe (24. went 9t ns Rulls/ 
Abe ee impreſſion which 
they had imbibed of the character and ge- 
nius of our nation, originated in the perfidy 
and cruelty exhibited in the perſon of the 
famous Beniowſky in this part of the pe- 
ninſula. This ſlave called himſelf a F r 
. and acted like a true Vandal. 


— 
bil | | His 
Ay 0 c |: . 
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His hiſtory is known.” During the trou- | 
bles of 1769 he ſerved in Poland under the 
colours of the confederates. Iis intrepidity 
induced them to make choice of him to com- 
mand a medley troop of foreigners, or rather 
robbers, like himſelf, whom they kept in 
pay, not from choice but neceſſity. With 
Beniowſky at their head, they ranſacked the 
He haraſſed the Ruſſians, to whom he was as 
formidable as to his own countrymen. They) 
ſoon felt the neceſlity of getting rid of ſo 
dangerous an enemy: he was taken priſoner, 
and it may be ſuppoſed they adopted no 
niſhed to Siberia, and afterwards to Kamt- 
companied him. Eſcaped from the moun- 
tains of ſnow, under which the Ruſſtans ſup- 
poſed him to be buried, he ſuddenly made 
his appearance at Bolcheretſk with a troop 
of exiles, to whom he had iniparted «ſpark 
Eby"... of 
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- " . 1 
138 © TRAVELS 


of his own audacity. He furpriſed the gar- 
riſon and took poſſeſſion of the arms; the 
governor, M. Nilloff, was killed by his 
hand. There was a veſſel in the port; he 
ſeigeck it: every one trembled at his aſpect; 
Ml fubmiitted to his will. He compelled the 


_ poor Kamtſchadales to furniſh him with the 


provifions he demanded; and not content 
with the facrifices obtained, he gave wp their 
of his banditti,w whom be ſet the example 
of villainy and-ferocity. He embarked at 
was faid, towards China, carrying with him 
the execrations/ of the people of Kamtſchat- 
only one they had yet ſeen in the peninfulz ; 
awd from fuch # ſpecimen of otw nation, 
they certainly conld not love, * 
ee e ee e c mittl bn 

7 hahah; 
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and ſet off for Tiguil, on the weſtern coaſt, 
to complete the viſit of his government . 


Our retinue being leſs numerous we made 
more expedition. Having paſſed the plain 
in which this oſtrog is ſituated, we met the 
Bolchaia-reka, upon which we journeyed 
for ſeveral hours. We followed it through | 
all its windings, ſometimes in the middle of 
a foreſt, and ſometimes at the foot of ſteep + 
and dreary mountains, which ariſe at inter- 
vals on its banks. Pifteen werſts from 
Malkin we left this river, becauſe the cur- 
rent began to put in motion the ice which 
was broken in different places; and before 
we reached this oſtrog, we croſſed the Briſj- 
traia. We arrived about two o clock. The 
| Giſtance from Apatehit bs ixty-fous TOS 
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obliged to ſtop, to give them time to reſt. 


The toyon of Malkin came to meet M. 
Kaſloff, and offered him his iſba. Comſidera- 
ception; which induded us to paſs the night 
there. He treated us with the utmoſt re- 
ſpect, and entertained us in the beſt manner 
he could. I regretted that his cares had 
not extended to the article of our repoſe. 
Mine was terribly interrupted by the noiſe 
of our ſteeds, to which I was not yet accuf- 
tomed. The ſhrill and inceſſant howlings 
of theſe curſed animals, ſeemed cloſe at my 
the whole night. It is neceſſury to have 
heard this nocturnal muſic, the moſt difas 
greeable I ever experienced, to judge of 
what I ſuffered in habituating myſelf to it ; 

for in the courſe of my journey I was 


obliged to learn to reſt in defiance of it: 
8 * 
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Alter a few bad nights, ſleep at laſt over- | 
powered me, and I was inſenſible to all 


noiſe. By degrees I became ſo inured to 


the cries of theſe animals, that I could re- 


poſe in the midſt of them in perfect tran- 
quillity. I ſhall mention in this place, that 


the dogs are only fed once a day, at the end 
of their journey; their repaſt conſiſts com— 
He eee eee ene e b each 


An. 


NY 


Yar a Ae np 
- - whine e een nee ie be 
Tteins five or fix iſbas and a dozen balagans, 


is ſituated upon the border of the Biſtraia, 


and ſurrounded with high mountains. I 
had no time to viſit the hot ſprings that are 
ſaid to be in this neighbourhood, the waters 
of which are ſtrongly impregnated with 
fulphur; and one in particular, iſſuing from 


baſon of tolerably clear water. | 
vol. I. . M From 


the declivity of a hill, forms at „ | 
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From Malkin we went to Ganal, which is 
forty-five werſts, but we were unable to 
travel with the ſpeed we had expected. 
The Biſtraja was not completely frozen, 
and we were obliged to wind about and to 
croſs woods, where the ſnow, though deep, 
was ſo far from firm, that our dogs ſunk to 
This induced us to abandon this road, and 
make again for the Biſtraia. We came up 
to it at ten werſts from Ganal, and found 
it in the ſtate we had wiſned. The ſolidity 
of the ice promiſed us expeditious travel- 
ling, and we readily embraced the advan- 
tage. We followed this river till we came 
to the oſtrog which is upon its. bank, and 
_ _ conſiſts, of four iſbas and. twelverbalagans. 

euere e ee - ” | 
La 

We 1 3 hot Se had den 
ſome very terrible hurricanes, and that they 
had not yet ſubſided, though their force was 

£4 on- 
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— diminiſhed. There is no dif- 
ficulty in accounting for the violence of 


theſe tempeſts. The ſurrounding high) 
mountains form ſo many receſſes in which 


the wind is embayed. The fewer avenues 
it has to eſcape at, the more impetuous it 
becomes: it ſeeks out a paſſage, ruſhes 


through the firſt that offers, breaks. dut in 


whirlwinds, ſcatters the ſnow over the roads, 


hs generally eee ee 
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Having ſpent eee eee 


the houſe; of the toyon of Ganal, we ſet off 
the next day for Pouſchinẽ. The: diſtance 
is ninety werſts, which however we per- 
formed in fourteen hours; but the laſt half 


four feet in the ſnow, and the jolts were: ſo 


frequent, that I Was happy to eſcape with 


being: only once overturned. We judged. 
from the ſnow upon the trees, that ĩt muſt 
8 „ 5 M2 ä Ws. have 
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very heavy, which was confirmed by the in- 
Habitants. / Our road lay invariably through 
a foreſt of birch trees, and for ſome time we 
Joſt ſight of the mountains, by which we 
had paſſed the preceding evening; but as 
we n nearer eee 
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— rank by the lower end 
of this ofſtrog,- which is larger than that of 


place was, that the iſbas had no chimneys ; 


opening in the roof to let out the ſmoak, 
which is frequently cloſed up by à trap 
door to confine the heat. It is not poſſible 
to continue in apartments warmed in this 
manner ;. we muſt either come out, or proſ- 
rate ourſelves on the floor, if we would 
_ eſcape; being ſtifled, or at leaſt blinded, by 
the ſmoke: it does not uſcend directly to- 
Gia : 6 14 Wards 
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' wards the roof, but ſpreads a thick black 
cloud over the chamber ; and as it ſeldom 
has time wholly to evaporate, the- interior 
part of theſe iſbas is lined with ſoot, which 
gives them a diſguſting ee eue 
eee SCH L240, 
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But it is ſtill leſs e cha! the 
noiſome odour exhaled from a diſmal lamp, 
that ſerves as a light to the whole houſe. 
Its form is not of the moſt elegant kind: it 
is ſumply a hollow pebble or ſtone, with a 

rag rolled up in the middle for a wick, 
round which is placed the greaſe of the ſea 
wolf, or other animals. As ſoon as the wick 
is lighted, we are immediately. ſurrounded 

with a dark and thick vapour, which con» 
tributes equally with the finoke to blacken 
the whole room: it ſeiſes the noſe and 
throat, and penetrates to the very heart. 
This in not the only diſagroenble ſmell chat 
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ndnd which I never could/endure;/ it is the 


nauſeous exhalation from the dried and 
ſtinking * fiſh, when it is preparing, when 
they are eating it, and even after it is eaten. 
The refuſe is deſtined for the dogs; but be- 
fore the poor animals get it, every corner 
of the room has been ſwept with it. 
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The perſons who inhabit theſe dwellings 


Vith which they ſmear themſelves, and wal- 


| lowing on the ground amidſt a heap of 
rags; ſome of them ſuckling their chil- 
fectly raw, and frequently putrid. There 
we ſee others in a difhabille that is not leſs 


* 
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and employed in various domeſtic N 
| reer, ebener de act. 
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bene the hoſes: of the toyons 
eee avail a pen e the re- 
ception of M. Kaſloff, who had always the 
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ne gept at Pouſchins in the houſe of ti the 
. toyon, and departed very early thenext morn- 
ing; we only travelled this day thirty four 
werſts. It ſeemed that the farther we ad- 
vanced, the more the roads were obſtructed 
with the ſnow. My two conductors were 
continually employed in keeping my ſledge 
upright, to prevent it from overturning, or 
going out of the road; they were obliged alſo 


to exert their lungs to encourage the dogs, 
who frequently ſtopped, notwithſtanding the 
blows that were beſtowed upon them with 
equal profuſion and addreſs.” Theſe poor 
creatures, whoſe: ſtrength is inconceivable, 
erat M 4 | had 
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had all the difficulty in the world to diſen- 
gage themſelves from the ſnow, which covered 
them as faſt as they ſhook it off. It was fre- 
quently neceſſary to {mooth it before them, 
to enable them to extricate the fledge. This 
- alfo-was the office of my guides. To ſup- 
port themſelves upon the ſnow, they each 
faſtened a racket to one of their feet, and in 
this manner they ſlid along, reſting now and 
then their other foot upon the ſkate of the 
fledge. I doubt whether any exerciſe can 
be more Gs e or e * 


e DFR n ene! 
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the Kamtſchatka: it furniſhed me with no 
remarks. ET OT Oren 
| ee eee Ded 15 | 


dts eons: ade. 


Kamtſchatks, Which is thirty-five werſts 
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from Charom. Vercknei is very conſider- 
able place, compared with the oſtrogs I had 
hitherto ſeen. I counted more than a hun- 
dred houſes. Its ſituation is commodious, 


and the proſpect round it tolerably various. 
Beſides bordering upon the river *, it has 
the farther advantage of being near to woods 
and fields, the ſoil of which is good, and be- 


gins to be cultivated by the inhabitants. 


The church is built of wood; its architec- 
ture is not diſagreeable, and it is only to be 


wiſhed that the inſide correſponded with 


the external appearance. The inhabitants 
differ in no reſpec from thoſe of the other 
villages. ' For the firſt time I ſaw at this 
place a ſpecies of buildings, about the height 


mand at Vercknei, nnen 
longing to the con. | | 
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of a balagan, that ſerve no other purpoſe 
than to dry fiſn. A ſerjeant had the com- 
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This village is alſo the place of reſidence 
of the unfortunate Ivaſchin, whoſe hiſtory 
I related upon my leaving Saint Peter and 

Saint Pauls -; he was of our party, and had 
only quitted us in order to arrive ſooner at 
Vercknei, where his firſt care had been to 
kill one of his oxen, which he entreated us 
to accept for our journey, as a teſtimony 
of his gratitude. This proceeding juſtified 
the concern I felt for him, whoſe aſpect 
alone made me more than once ſhudder at 
the idea of his misfortunes. I cannot eaſily 
conceive how he was able to ſupport them, 
and reconcile himſelf to his fate: it muſt 
have been the conſciouſneſs of his inno- 
cence alone, that could have given him ſuch | 
firength of mind. We paid him a viſit 
with ſome of his neighbours. His joy was 
ſincere, and gave us no intimation of a man 


Ser page 19. | 
| ſenſible 
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ſenſible of his pſt amt er of 
mee geg r f IK 


Our ſtay at Vercknei was ſhort; we ſet 


out after dinner in order to ſleep at Mil- 


kovala-Derevna, otherwiſe called the village 


of Milkoff, which was at the diſtance of fif- 
teen werſts. In our way we paſſed a tolerably 
large field incloſed with palliſades, and far- ; 


ther on a zaimka, that is, a hamlet inhabited 


by labourers. Theſe labourers were Coflacs, 
or Ruſſian ſoldiers, employed in the cultivati- 
on of land on government account. They had 
eighty horſes belonging to the crown, and 
which equally anſwer the purpoſes of induſ- 
try, and of the ſtud eſtabliſhed in this place 
for the propagation of animals ſo uſeful- 
About five 


and ſo ſcarce in the peninſula. 


hundred yards from this hamlet, which is 
called Iſchigatchi, upon an arm of the 
Kamtſchatka, is a water mill built of wood, 
but not very large. No uſe could at pre- 


a * — —— —— — — — — 


were not a mixed breed. This colony was 
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ſent be made of it. The fwell of water had 
been ſo great as to overflow the ſhuice, and 
to ſpread itſelf over a part of the plain 


to be good, and the country round it to be 
very pleaſant. I queſtioned the Coſſacs upon 
the productions of their canton, where I 


cultivated with fucceſs. They told me that 
theirlaſt harveſt had, both in quantity and 
quality, ſurpaſſed their hopes, and was not 


inferior to the fineſt harveſts in Ruſſia: two 


pouds of carn had produced ten. 


- Arrived at Milkoff, I was aſtoniſhed no 
longer to ſee either Kamtſchadales or Cof- 
facs, but an intereſting colony of peaſants 
whoſe features and addreſs told me they 


ſelected in 174g, pgtly in Ruſſia and partly 
ies Siberia, be te heed items: 
N | of 
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of adminiſtration, in ſending them into this 
country was, that they might clear the 
land and make experiments in agriculture ; 
hoping that their example and ſucceſs would 
inſtruct and. encourage the indigenes,. and 
induce them to employ their labours in this 
_ advantageous. and neceſſary | art. Unfors 
with the wiſe intentions of government; 
and ſo far are they from pretending to any 
are before their eyes. This extreme ſiug- 
giſnneſs of the natives is the more painful 
to an obſerver, as he cannot but admire the 
induſtry. of theſe active emigrants, Whaſe 
zial effets, Their habitations, ſituated - 
upon the Kamtſchatka, ſeem to ſhew that 
they live at their eaſe. Their cattle thrive 


well frum the great care they take of them. 
©3201 | I obſerved 
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2271 
I obferved alſo that- theſe peaſants had in 
general very much the air of being content- 
ed with their ſituation. Their labour is 
profitable,” and not exceſſive. Every man 
plows and ſows his field, and having only 
his capitation to pay, he reaps abundantly 
the fruit of his exertions, which a fertile 
foil repays him with uſury. I am convinc- 
ed that greater advantages might be de- 
rived from this ſource, if the cultivators 

were more numerous. The harveſt conſiſts 
chiefly of rye, and a very ſmall quantity of 
barley. This colony has nothing to do 
with the chace. Government extended its 
cares ſo far as to prohibit it, that their 
labours might be wholly devoted to agri- 
culture, and that nothing might divert their 
attention. The prohibition however, I could 
perceive, is not very ſcrupulouſly. obſerved. 
Their chief is a flargfe, appointed by admi- 

- niſtration, and ſelected from the old men of 
eee 3 His buſi- 
1 neſs 


- 
— D — — — — — 
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neſs is to inſpect the progreſs of agricul- 


ture; to preſide over their ſeed- time and 
their harveſt, to fix the preciſe period when 
they are to take place; in ſhort, to ſtimu- 


late the negligence, or encourage the zeal | 
of the labourers, and particularly to main- 


tain the ſpirit of the I and a 
5 der 3 them. 


Being * * going to . to 
ſpend a day with the baron de Steinheil, 1 


left M. Kaſloff at Milkoff . and ſet out twenty 


four hours before him, that 1 might occaſion 


no delay in his journey. To travel with 
the greater expedition I made uſe of a ſmall 


ſledge. The roads were no better or leſs 


obſtructed - with ſnow than what we hack 
before experienced, and I was therefore un- 
able to make the ſpeed I intended, not- 


withſtanding my precaution. The firſt vil- 


lage 1 came to was Kirgan. Before I 
reached it, I paſſed a number of houſes and 


| 
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balagans that appeared to be deſerted, but 


I vas informed that the ſummer regularly 


brought back every year their. proprietors. 
The few habitations which compoſe the 
oftrog of Kirgan, are built upon the 
border of a river called Kirganik, which 
& formed by a variety of ſtreams that iſſue 
from then eighbouring mountains, and 
unite above the oſtrog, fifteen werſts from 


The cold was ſo ſevere, that notwith- 
Aanding the precaution I took of covering 
my face with a handkerchief, my cheeks 
were frozen in leſs than half an hour. I 
had recourſe to the uſual remedy, that of 
rubbing my face with ſnow, and was re- 
| tieved at the expence of an acute pain that 
ace was thus frozen, the reſt of my body 


ducted my own fledge ; and the continual 
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motion which this exerciſe requires, added 


to the weight of my Kamtſchadale dreſs, 


threw me into a violgnt perſpiration, and 
pere me n | 


My dreſs merits a ä di ; 
by which it will be ſeen that it gave me no 
very. alert appearance. Commonly. I wore 
merely a ſimple parque of deers ſkin, and 


a fur cap, which upon occaſion would cover | 
my ears and part of my cheeks. When the 


cold was more piercing, I added to my dreſs 
two kouklanki, a kind of parque that was 
larger and made of thicker ſkin ; one of 
them had the hair on the inſide, and the 
other on the outſide. In the ſevereſt wea- 
cher, I put on over all this, another kouk- 


lanki, ill, thicker, made of argali, or dogs 


 kin,; the hairy fide of which is always 


undermoſt, and the leather or external ſur- 


eee een, To theſe 


VOL. I. % N on- 


a T >» 


_ tounchitcba, a very ſoft graſs, which has the 
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kouklankis a ſmall bib is fixed before, ſo 


as to guard the face againſt the wind : they 


have alſo hoods behind, which fall upon the 
ſhoulders. Sometimes theſe three hoods, one 
upon another, compoſed my head dreſs, by 
being drawn over my common cap. My 
neck was defended by a cravat called ochei- 
nik, made of ſable, or the tail of a fox, 
and my chin with a chin-doth made in 
like manner of fable, and faſtened upon my 
head. As the forehead is very ſuſceptible 
of cold, it was covered with an otter or fa- 
ble fillet, and this. was covered again by 
my cap. My fur breeches gave me more 
warmth than all the reſt of my dreſs, eom- 
plicated as it was. I had double deer-ſkin 
ſpatterdaſhes, with hair on both ſides, and 


1 then put my legs into boots made of deers 


Wins, the feet having an interior ſole of 


quality of preſerving heat. Notwithſtand- 
ing 
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ing theſe precautions, my feet, after travel- 


ling two or three hours, were very wet, 


either from perſpiration or the gradual 
penetration of the ſnow; and if I ſtood 
ſtill for a moment in my ſledge, they be 
came immediately frozen. At night I took 
off theſe ſpatterdaſhes, and put on a large 
pair of fur ſtockings made of deer or ar- 
gali ſkin, and called ounti. | 


nota my fatigue, 1 inks no 
ſtop at Kirgan. A few werſts farther on, 
I perceived a volcano to the north, which 
emitted no flame, but a cohumn of very thick 


ſmoke aſcended from it, I ſhall have oc» + 


caſion to return this way, and will then 
ſpeak of it more at large. I obſerved near 
Machoure a wood of firs, tolerably buſhy, 
and which was the firſt I had ſeen in Kamt- 
ſchatka. The trees were ſtrait, - but very 
ſlender. At two o'clock in the afternoon 1 
| mi the village of INE which 1s 
: | N 2 upon 
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upon the Kamtſchatka, and thirty-ſeven 
werſts from Kirgan. 


I lighted at the baron Stenheil's, former- 
ly capitan iſpravnick, or inſpector of Kamt- 
ſchatka, an office afterwards conferred on 
M. Schmaleff. Our acquaintance had com- 
menced at Bolcheretſk. I was delighted to 
be able to converſe with him in ſeveral lan- 
guages, particularly that of my own coun- 
try, though it was not very familiar to him; 
but it was French, and I concerved him to 
be my countryman. Whoever las quitted 
Europe to travel in ſo diſtant a part of the 
world muſt have had ſimilar feelings. We 
conſider every man as a fellow- citizen who 
belongs to the ſame continent, or ſpeaks the 
ſame language. The moſt trivial circum- 
flance that reminds us of our country, is 
productive of a very ſenſible pleaſure ;-the 
heart is eagerly drawn towards the friend, 
the brother, whom we conceive we have 

| | found, 
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found, and feels an inſtant defire to. repoſe | 
in him all its confidence. The fight of M. 
Steinheil imparted to me this delicious ſenſa- 
tion. There was in his converſation, from 
the very firſt moment, an irreſiſtible attrac- 
tion. I felt a ſort. of craving: to ſee him, 


to talk with him; it had the eflect of a 
| charm, though his French, as I have ſaid, 
was not the moſt pure, and was pronounced 


with the German accent. I ſpent the day 
of 4 February with the baron, and in the 


evening M. Kaſloff arrived as he had 1 
vioully nn m 


4 The oftrog A before the in- 
troduction of the ſmall-pox, was one of the 
oſt conſiderable in the peninſula ; but the 
ravages of this. cruel diſeaſe,' have reduced 
the number of inhabitants to twenty fa- 


Al Fa Kamtſchadales of this ole} 


Ng; men 


: 
U 
, 
: 


ö 
| 
: 


„ mm.. 
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men and women, are chamans, or believers 

in the witchcraft of theſe pretended ſorcer- 
ers. They dread to an exceſs the popes or 

- Ruſſian. prieſts, for whom they entertain 
the moſt inveterate hatred. They do all 
they n to avoid meeting them. This is 
EE ſometimes impoſſible, and in that caſe, when 
„ they ſind them at hand they act the hypo- 
| crite, and make their eſcape the firſt op- 
portunity that offers. I attribute this fear 
to the ardent zeal which theſe prieſts have 
doubtleſs Ahown for the extirpation of 
idolatry, and which the Kamtſchadales con- 
ſider. as perſecution. They accordingly 
look upon them as their greateſt enemies. 
Per haps they have reaſon to believe, that in 
wiſhing to convert them, the overthrow of 
their idols was not the only thing theſe 

' miſſionaries had in view. Theſe popes pro- 
bably ſet them no example of the virtues 
upon which they declaim. It is ſuſpected 
3 n of wealth, 
rather 


— 
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rather” than of proſelytes, and the gratifi- 
cation of their inordinate propenſity to 
drunkenneſs. It is not therefore to be won- + 
dered at that the inhabitants retain their 
ancient errors. They pay a ſecret homage 
to their god Kauka *, and place in him ſo 
entire a confidence, that they addreſs their 
prayers excluſively to him when they are 
deſirous of obtaining any boon, or of en- 
to the chace, they abſtain from waſhing 
themſelves, and are careful not to make the 
{gn of thecroſs: they inyoke their Koutka, 
and the firſt animal they catch is imme- 


diately ſacrificed to him. After this a& 


of devotion they conceive that their chace 
will be ſucoeſsful; on the contrary, if 
deſpair of catching any thing. It is alſo a 
part of their ſuperſtition 10 conſecrate to 


» "Tile jodt of <inir ih saccurnely Geri 
te age 


N 4 Koutka 
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Koutka their new-born children, who, the 

moment they have left their cradle, are deſ- 
| tined to become chamans. The veneration 
of the inhabitants of this village for ſorce- 
oerers can ſcarcely be conceived; it ap- 
proaches to inſanity, and is really to be 
Pitied ; for the extravagant and wild ab- 
ſurdities by which theſe magicians keep 
alive the credulity of their compatriots, 
excites our | indignation rather than our 
laughter. At preſent they do not profeſs 
their art openly, or give the ſame ſplendour 
they once did to their necromancy. They 
no longer decorate their garments with 
myſtic rings and other ſymbolic figures of 
metal, that jingled together upon the ſlight- 
eſt motion of their body. In like manner 
they have abandoned the kind of kettle *, 
which they uſed to ſtrike with a ſort of 
muſical intonation in their pretended en- 


A fort of tambour de vaſque called bouben, It is ſtil 
in uſe amongſt the Yakoutſk, as will be ſeen hereafter, 


chantments, 
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chantments, and with which they announc- 
ed their approach. In ſhort, they have for- 
ſaken all their magic inſtruments. The 
following are the ceremonies they obſerve 
in their aſſemblies, which they are careful 
to hold in ſecret, though not che leſs fre- 
quently on that account. Conceive of a 

Circle of ſpectators, ſtupidly rapt in atten- 
tion and ranged round the magician, male 
or female, for as I have before obſerved, the 
women are equally initiated into the myſ- 
teries. All at once he begins to ſing, or to 
utter ſhrill ſounds without either meaſure or- 
ſignification. The docile afſembly. ſtrike 


in with him, and the concert becomes: a Ts 


medley of harſh and inſupportable difcords. 
By degrees; the chaman is warmed, and he 
begins to dance to the confuſed accents of 
his auditory, who become hoarſe and ex- 
hauſted from the violence of their exer- 
tions. As the prophetic ſpirit is excited 
in the miniſter of their Koutka, the ani- 


186 TRAVELS 


mation of the dance increaſes. Like the 
Pythian on the tripos, he rolls his ghaſtly 
and haggard eyes; all his motions are con- 
vulſive; his mouth is drawn awry, his limbs 
ſtiffened, and every diſtortion and grimace 
is put in practice by him, to the great ad- 
miration of his diſciples. Having acted 
theſe buffooneries for ſome time, he ſud- 
denly ſtops, as if inſpired, and becomes 
now as compoſed as he was before agitat- 
ed. It is the ſacred collectedneſs of a man 
full of the god that governs him, and who 
is about to ſpeak by his voice. Surpriſed 
and trembling, the aſſembly is inſtantly 
mute, in expectation of the marvels that 
are to be revealed. The ſelf-created pro- 
phet then utters at different intervals, 
broken ſentences, words without meaning, 
and what ever nonſenſe comes into the 
head of the impoſtor; and this is invari- 
ably conſidered as the effect of inſpiration. 


. with a 
| torrent 
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torrent of tears or loud burſts of laughter, 
according to the complexion of the tidings 
he has to announce; and the expreſſion and 
geſture of the orator vary in conformity to 
his feelings. I was furniſhed with this ac- 
count by perſons entitled to credit, and who 
had contrived to be am at theſe abſurd 
revelations. | : ths! 


There ſeems to be ſome analogy between 
| theſe chamans, and the ſect called-quakers. 
The quakers pretend equally to inſpiration, 
an there are individuls among them, who, 

guided by its ſuppoſed impulſe, hold forth 
in their ſilent meetings, and break out in 
piteous lamentations, or ſudden ſtarts of 
extravagant joy. - The difference is this: 
theſe prompt orators harangue extempore 
upon the ſubject of morality, whoſe funda | 

mental principles they endeavour to re- 
commend ; whereas the Kamtſchadale de- 
dlaimers underſtand not a word of what 
| | they 
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they utter, and only make uſe of their my- 
ſterſdus and hypocritical jargon to increaſe 
the idolatry of their ſtupid admirers. 


At Machoure the intelligence which M. 
Kaſloff had before received from Bogenoff, 


an engineer, was confirmed. He had been 
ſent along the river Pengina to fix upon a 
ſituation for a town, and trace the plan of 

it, with directions to proceed afterwards by 
the weſtern coaſt of Kamtſchatka as far as 
Tiguil, and make an exact map of the coun- 
try as he paſſed. On his arrival at Kami- 


noi , he told M. Kaſloff that he had met 
a conſiderable number of revolted Koriacs, 


who came out to intercept his paſſage, and 
prevent him from executing his miſſion. It 
was now added to the account, that they 


amounted to a body of ſix. hundred men, 
2 and that we ſhould not probably be per- 


mitted 
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mitted to advance. This was melancholy 
news, for me particularly, who longsd to 
arrive at Okotſk, as if it had been the end 

of my journey, or as if I-could thence reach 
France in a ſingle day. How diſtreſſing the 
thought, that there was no other way but 
through this village, and that I ſhould ' 
perhaps be obliged to turn back ! My im- 
patience mate me ſhudder at the very idea. 
M. Kaſloff participated my feelings, and was 
of opinion with me that the report 3 
not to ſtop us. It might not be accurate; 
the narrators might have given it an air 
of importance, to which it was not entitled; 
their fears might have magnified it; and 
each perhaps had made ſome addition to 
the ſtory. Theſe conſiderations led us to 
.' doubt, and we reſolved to ſatisfy ourſelves _ 
in perſon of its truth, thinking it time 
enough to have recourſe to expedients if 
the rebels were. actually to oppole our paſ- 
ſage. We were. preſently encouraged by 
| > 
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the arrival of an expreſs to M. Kaſloff, who 
had met with no interruption, and who aſ- 
ſured us that every thing had the appear- 
ance of perfect tranquillity. 


Alt break of day I took leave of the baron 

de Steinheil, with equal regret and gratitude 
for his kind reception, and the attentions he 
had paid me during my ſhort viſit. © His 
information and accompliſhments rendered 
him a truly intereſting character *. 


We 


had the misfortune, while at Machoure, to loſe the 
ſable M. Kaſloff had given me, which died in ſpite of all 
the cares I took of it. I preſerved however the ſkin. It 
| had been a conſiderable amuſement to me to obſerve its 
motions. Its extreme activity rendered its chain inſupport- 
able. It frequently attempted to eſcape, and would infal- 
libly have ſucceeded, if I had not watched it continually 
and T never caught it again without experiencing the 
marks of its teeth, It fed upon fiſh and meat; the latter 
was preferred, and is the favourite food of theſe animals in 
their wild ſtate, Their addreſs in catching birds and ani- 
mals inferior to themſelves, is aſtoniſhing. Mine ſlept al- 
moſt all day, and made a;continual racket in the night by 
ſhaking its chain; but timid to exceſs, it ceaſed. to make 


<,S 
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We travelled this day ſixty-ſix werſts 
upon the Kamtſchatka, the ice of which 
was very firm and perfectly ſmooth. I ſaw 
nothing remarkable in my way, nor in the 
village of Chapina, where we arrived at 
ſun-ſet. - 


We fat off early the next morning, and 
found the ſnow very troubleſome. It was 
fo thick upon the ground, that we were 
ſcarcely able to go on. We journeyed all 
the day though very thick woods of fir 
- and birch trees. - About half-way, and 
again farther on, we met two rivers, one of 
which was very ſmall, and the other fixty 
yards wide; it is called the great Ni- 
koulka. anne. 


„ the leg noiſe when i. „ 
again the moment it was alone. I uſed to let it out ſeve- 
ral times a day, and as ſoon as it was upon the ſnow, it 
began to burrow and conceal itſelf under it like a mole, 
appearing every now and then, and hiding itſelf again 
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iſſuing from the mountains, and uniting at 

this place to pay their tribute together to the 
Kamtſchatka. Neither of them was frozen, 
which I aſcribed to the extreme rapidity of 
was truly pictureſque; but the moſt ſingu- 
lar object was the numerous firs that ſkirted 


tmeſe rivers, and which ſeemed like ſo many 


trees of ice. A thick hoar- froſt, occalioned 
perhaps by the dampneſs of the place, co- 
vered every branch, and gave to the whole 
Aa N nn * | 


At dens diſtance froth. Tolbatchina we 

croſſed a heath, from which I could per- 
Cy. ceive three volcanos; none of them threw 

up any flames, but merely clouds of very 
black ſmoke. The firſt, which I before 
mentioned in going to Machoure, has its 
reſervoir in the bowels of a mountain that 
is not exactly of a. conical ſhape, the ſum- 
mit being flattened and but little elevated. 


9 
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This volcano, I was informed; had been at 
"ref 6 ſome time, and was ſuppoſed to be 
extinguiſhed; but it had lately kindled 


Again. North-eaſt of this is à peak, the 


top of Which appears to be the crater" of 
= ſecond: volcano, which continually throws 
up ſmoke, though I could not perceive the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of fire. The third is narth® 
north-eaſt of the ſecond; I could not ob- 
ſerve it as I wiſhed, a high mountain inter- 
cepting: almoſt entirely my view. It de- 
rives its name from the village of Klutchef- 
ſkaia, near which it is ſituated; and I was 
told that we ſhould paſs cloſer to it here-! 
after. The two other volcanos are called 
in like manner after the oſtrog of Tolbatch- 
ma, where we arrived in good time. This 
village is upon the Kamtſchatka, forty- four 
werſts from Chapina, but it contains no- 
thing extraordinary. We were informed 
that there had been a: Kamtſchadale wed- 
ding in the morning. I regretted the got 
ol. 1. Of having 


as I Was 6 a ſent at this ceremony 
bri ne ne 
excop marriages 
as 
t Af dw roman a ar; 
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| my rn of did not interfere _ 
a circuit, but a tg het pants 
ee was not to make 
eu eng 
ta pre . — hoon 1 | 
my journey oy thing -that . anxious 
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to join him at the village of Yelofki; where 
the arrangement of ſome affairs of his go- 
ene eee ne days. 

r Hgith 1 minen Lit of 

That gn Joſh times) 1 took; leave 
| neee our arrival at Tol- 
batchina. But the roads were ſtill worſe 
chan any we had yet met with. It wWas 
with the utmoſt difficulty I could reach 
Kofirefski by break of day, a — 
e p * | 


1D AE 

N Y- HET: P38 a 
nes; me no 8 dated with having hs 
pily eſcaped all the dangers: that beſet me 
in ſo terrible a road, and in the darkneſs of 
the night“. I conceived that I had nor 
ming to fear in the day, and proceeded 
Pg of confidence for which I * 


BT 251 09 17 dt heigtab 
F Kader, 
who paſſed at noon day, had barely eſcaped from being 
FIGS Ws piece Albi n ce md tho of 
 $i9-gonduRent dad been burt by the violence of Me ſhock. 
at O 2 ſoon 


crack that told me.my fledge was damaged; 
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ſoon puniſhed. | After having travelled a 


_ conſiderable number of werſts upon the 


Kamtſchatka, which I had been delighted 
to find again, and the width of which in 
chis place particularly ſtruck me, I Was 
obliged to quit it and enter a ſort of ſtrait, 
where the fnow, driven by the hurricanes, 
preſented an uneven and deceitful ſurface. 
It was impoſſible to ſee or avoid the rocks 
that ſurrounded me. I preſently heard a 


it was in reality one of my ſkates broken in 
two. My guides aſſiſted me in adjuſting it 
in the beſt manner we could; and we had 


and we travelled this day ſixty-ſix werſts. 


My firſt care was to refit my 2 
N me al _—_— Ps: 
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V bs reduced to five families, who are divided 
into three yourts. In the neighbourhood 
is a lake which abounds fo much with fiſh, 


that all the villages round reſort to it for 
their winter ſtock.” It is alſo a conſider- 
able reſource for the capital, which would 
otherwiſe be almoſt deſtitute of a proviſion: 


of the : firſt SR jo ht bl 
mn F N Mit * 1 B 
Je NπẽJZ mort o Hιẽ,Za bis en 


eee in the morning / and 

at noon had travelled forty - four werſis, 
partly upon the Kamtſchatka, and partly 
acroſs extenſive heaths. The firſt village I 
eame to was Kreſtoff It was a little larger 
nan the /preceding oſtrog, but ſunilar in 
other reſpects to what I had before ſeen- 

L only ſtayed to change my dogs. Hitherto 
I had purſued the road which M. Kaſloff 
was to take to get to Yelofki ; but inſtead 
of proceeding «like» him to Khartehina; 1 


direvted wy courſe, upon coming out of 
WIE] 1 6 | RIOT 
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Kreſtoff, towards the village of Klutchefs« 
Wan rr 

Ii Min tum 17008 fl. 

-The a; which, n our maſts 
from Apatchin, had been very fine, though 
cold, changed all of a ſudden in the aſter- 
© noon; The ſky became clouded, and the 

wind, which roſe in the weſt, brought us 
a heavy ſnow. It extremely incommoded 
us, and prevented me from examining as I 

could have wiſhed; the volcano of Klut- 
_ cheiskaia;/. which I had ſeen at the fame 
in-its-woinb, is conſiderably higher than the 
other two. It continually throws up flames, 


which ſeem to aſcend from the midſt of 

the ſnow, with Ig Wow: 
Pa, wee 

"33 111 $155} 7-5 F 07 i579 1 e114 44 

: | Upei ths approach! of night 1 F came to 

the village of Klutchefskaia, The inhabi- 
0171514 8 5 tants 
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tants are all Siberian peaſants; from the 


neighbourhood. of the Lena, and were ſent 
about fifty years ago into this part of the 


peninſula to cultivate the land; The num- 


ber of males, including men and children, 
fearcely exceed fifty, The ſmall- pox at- 


tacked only thoſe who had not before beeri 


affected with it; but it carried off more 
than one half of them. Theſe labourers are 


leſs happy than thoſe who live in the neigh» 


| bourhood of - Verknei-Kamtſchatha, The 
quantity and quality of their laſt harveſt, 
both rye and barley, exceeded their hopes. 


Theſe peaſants have many horſes belong+ 


ing to them; in the mean time there are 
en in mne _ 
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This oftrog is tolerably large, and ap- 
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eaſt to weſt. To the eaſtward is ſituated 
the church, which is built of wood, and in 
the Ruſffian taſte. The majority of houſes 

are better conſtructed, and are more clean, 
than any I haye yet ſeen... There are alſo 
ſome conſiderable magazines. The num- 
ber of balagans is ſmall, and they are very 
unlike thoſe of the Kamtſchadales; their 
form is oblong, and their roof, Which has 
the ſame declivity as ours, in — 

| which n A in the air. Aud 


* 71 77 124 Has 20 ue, ni * 
The Kaintſchatka paſſes. at * 8 of 


eee is never entirely frozen in 
this part. In ſummer it frequently over- 
they are all of them built upon an emi- 


r 


* 4 Lin. 42 A. +) OE & Ps of 7 24 H 


Faur werſts eaſt akthetthanck of Klut- 
chefs kaia, is another zainka,.or 1 
let, inhabited by ee eee ſale 


* : . $ diers, \ 
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diers , whoſe harveſts belong to. govern- 
Wenn NR get out of my way to 


examidest to ge benni ei bas 
' wa 716 811. 415 3} 
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Hi een on ca Klutchet- 
ſkala, my impatience to ſee. Nyenet induc- 
der to reach Kamini, a Kamtſchadale vil- 
lage, twenty werſts farther. I arrived at 
auh. but merely paſſed through it. 
Portigd bt ſhort r, h (1 at Ain; 
— Before day 1 was at Kamokoff, twenty 
werſts from Kamini. I ſoon arrived at 
two werſts farther. From thence to Ni- 
jenei, the diſtance is the ſame, and I travel 
led it equally in a few hours. I had the 
pleaſure of entering a little before noon in- 
to this capital of Kamtſchatka, which is ſeen 
at a conſiderable diſtance, but its appearance 
| Git ee on 3 42 
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It ae to our view "EY a Cluſter of 
and is ſituated upon the border of the Kamt- 
ſchatka, in a baſon formed by a chain of 
mountains that raiſe their lofty heads around 
it, but which: are however at a tolerable 
diſtance Such ãs the poſſtion of the town 
of Nißenei, of which L had a higber opinion 
before I ſaw it. The houſes, amounting to 
about a hundred am fifty, are of wood, 
built in a very bad taſte, ſmall, and buried 
befide under the ſnowy” which che Hurri- 
cane ect there ! Theſe hurricanes pre- 
have only ceaſed within a few days. There 
are two churches at Nijenei, one is in the 
town, and has two ſteeples; the other be- 
bongs to, and is in the circuit of the fort. 
ſtructed. The fort is almoſt in the middle 
of the town, und is: a large paliſnded en- 
cloſure of a ſquare form, Beſides the church, 
*3= tze 


L0Z 
— 
is ſtationed at the entrance both day and 
night. The houſe: of the governor, major 
Orleankoff, is near the fortreſs, and, its ſize 
excepted, is fimilar to the reſt of the houſes: 
it is neither REO nor built in a n 
taſte. ieee £4 3 ne Al, Nett ent gn 
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exile, named Snafidoff, who; had ſuffered 
the ſame puniſhment as Ivaſchkin, nearly at 
eee over cn the your 174 ng by. 


1 had ſcarcely entered, when an' officer 
from M. Orleankoff came to congratulate 
me upon my happy arrival. He was fol- 
bwed by many of the principal officers of 
the town, who came one after another in 
ali | | ſervices. © 
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ſervices. expreſſed a becoming ſenſe. of 
having taken me by ſurpriſe. As ſoon as I 


was dreſſed, I haſtened to return my thanks 


to each of them ſeparately. I began with | 


major-Orleankoff, whom I found buſily pre- 


paring for an entertamment that he was to 
give the next day, upon the marriage of a 


Pole in the Ruſſian ſervice, with the niece 
of the protapope, or chief prieſt. He had 


not only ithe politeneſs to invite me to the 


wedding; but came to me in the morning, 
ard conducted--me' to his houſe, that 1 


might loſe no part of this ſpectacle, which 
he rightly judgedi was calculated: to intereſt 


me. 


Io: U H Dor „cru bs 1 
In the mean time what ſtruck me moſt 
was the-ſtrifineſs of the ceremonial. The 
diſtinction of rank ſeemed to be obſerved 
with the moſt ſcrupulous delieacy. The 


= PA eee civilities; 
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Which opened the entertainment, gave ijt 
_ a ſtarched air, that promiſed more dulneſs 
| meu The repaſt was the moſt ſump= 
tuous the country oould furniſh,'. Among 
other diſhes, there was a variety of-.ſoups, 
| accompanied. with cold meats, upon which 
we fed heartily, The ſecond ſerviee cont 
ſiſted of roaſted diſhes and paſtry. The 
dinner had leſs the appearance of ſenſuality 
than profuſion. The liquors were the pro- 
duce of the different fruits of the coun- 
try, boiled up and mixed with French 
brandy. But a profuſion of the brandy of 
the. country, made from the athaia-travg, 
or ſweet herb, which I have already noticed, 
was almoſt continually ſerved round in pre- 
ference. This liquor has no diſagreeable 
taſte, and ĩs even aromatic; they ule it the 
more readily, as it is leis unwholeſome than 
by degrees aſſumed an air of good humour. 
Their heads were not Proof againſt the 


60 fumes 


fumes of ſo ſtrong a beverage, and ſoon the 
grofſeſt mirth circulated round the table. 
To ch ndiſy and ſumptuots feaſt a bal 
ſucceeded, that was conducted with tolerable 
regularity. The company were gay, and 
amuſed themſelves till the evening with Po- 
liſh and Ruſſian country dances. The feſ- 
tival ended with a fplendid fire-work, that 


bad been prepared by M. Orleankoff, and 


Which he himſelf let off. It was only a 
trifling one, but it had a good eſſect, and 
left 'n6thing to be deſired. 1 enjoyed the 
aſtoniſhment and 'extaſy of the ſpectators, 
who were little accuſtomed to exhibitions 
of chis nature: it was à ſubject for a pain- 
ter. Rapt in admiration, they exclaimed 

in full chorus at every ſquib. The regret. 
ey erpreſſed at its ſhort duration ufforded 
me equal amuſement. It was "neceſſary to 
attend to the extravagant eneomiums that 
were unanimoufly beſtowed upon them; 
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over the remembrance of all arne 
„Tbe en eee eee loco 
af the protapope, uncle to the bride; where 
the/entertainment was: ſimilar to that of the 
preceding one, except the fire-work.. I have 
already obſerved, that the protapope is chief 
of all the churches in Kamtſchatka. The 
clergy throughout the peninſula are ſubor- 
dinate to him, and he has the deciſion of all 
| eccleſiaſtical affairs. His n eb en 
jenei. He is an old man, not entirely de- 
prived of his vigour, with a long white beard 
which flows down upon his breaſt and gives 
him a truly venerable appearance. His oon- 
verſation is ſenſible, ſprightly, and calculat- 
ed to whe" ou enn of 
the a Oy 


e eee eee Wee 
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takes. cognizance of all mercantile diſputes. 
The magiſtrate who preſides in the latter, is 
a kind of burgomaſter, ſubject to the orders 
of -the-gorodnitch, or governor of the town. 


Me have already ſeen that each of theſe 


zuriſdictions holds from the tribunal of 
Okotſk, to the governor of which: it is ac- 


| cbs HOG its Wan 
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- Nat what: wie Aeta me at Nijenei, 
ane J cannot paſs over in ſilence, was 


my finding there nine Japaneſe, who had 


been brought thither in the preceding ſum- 
mer, from the Aleutienne iſlands, by a Nuſ- 


ſian veſſel employed in the trade of otter 


Lins. tri ee erte 7! 
— pag ee of 8 

One of . Amed me, that 
he and his companions had embarked in a 
ſhip of their own country, with an inten- 


* 8 
Ine 


Wands, fon the purpoſe of trading witn 


the 
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the inhabitants. They girected their cↄurſe 
alopg the coaſt, and were at a ſmall diſtance 
from it, when they were. overtaken by a 
Violent gale, which carried them. gut to ſea, 
and deprived, them of all knowledge where 
they were. According to his account, which 
however I did dot alzogether.believe, they 
bent about in the an for near ſix months 
without ſeeing. land; of of oourſe they muſt 
have had plentiful Rock gf aproviſions. 
At length they. diſcerned the Aleutienne 
illands, and tranſported with joy, they de- 
Well knowing in What part of the world 
it was. They acgordingly, caſt anchor near 
one of the iſlands, and 4 ſmall ſhallop 
brought them to land. At this place they | 
found certain Ruſſians, who propoſed to 
to a place of ſecurity; but either from ſuſ- 
Picign, or perhaps that they thought the 
net day would be early ud le, 
Ake 5 ; 
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neſe peremptorily refuſed. - They had foon 
| "occaſion to repent of their negligence. That 
very night there aroſe a ſtrong gale, during 
which their ſhip ſtrarided ; and as this was 
not Uiſcovered till break of day, they had 
the utmoſt difficulty to ſave a ſmall part of 
the cargo, and ſome pieces of the veſſel, 
which had been almoſt entirely conſtructed 
of cedar. The Ruſſians, who had before 
treated them with civility, now exerted 
every effort in their power to make theſe 
unfortunate people forget their loſs. They at 
length perſuaded them to accompany them 
to Kamtſchatka, whither they were bound 
upon their return. My Japaneſe added, 
chat they had at firſt been much more nu- 
merous, but that the fatigues of the ſea, 
and afterwards the rigour of the climate, 
had taken off _ of his ms.” 


1 


en 
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riority; and he informed us that, he was 
himſelf a merchant, and the reſt. only ſai- 
lors under his command. Certain it is, that 
they entertain for him a ſingular veneration 
and friendſhip. They are penetrated with 
grief, and ſhew the greateſt uneaſineſs when 
he is indiſpoſed, or the leaſt unfavourable 
accident has befallen him. They regularly 
ſend twice a day one of their body to 
wait upon him. His friendſhip, for them 
may be ſaid not to be leſs; not a day 
paſſes without his viſiting them, and he 
emplays the greateſt care that they ſhould 
be in want of nothing. His name is 
Kodail: his figure has nothing in it ſin- 
gular, and is even agreeable; his eyes do 
not project like thoſe of the Chineſe; his 
noſe is long, and he has a beard which he 
frequently ſhaves. He is about five feet in 
ſtature, and is tolerably well made. At 
firſt he wore his hair in the Chineſe fa 
ſhion ; chat ia, he had a ſingle lock depend- 
8 0 the middle of his head, the reſt 
P 2 8 
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6f his hair round it being doſe ſhaved: büt 
he has lately been perſuaded to let it grow, 
and to tie it after the French falhion. He 


"> extremely -apprehenſive- of cold, and the 


Mis neck When he goes abroad, which he 


war meſt garmertts given him are ſcarcely 
able to ſave him from it. Under theſe he 
conſtantly wears the dreſs of his country: 
is conſiſts in the firſt place of one or more 
long chemiſes ef ſilk, like our drefling 
gowns; and over theſe he wears one of 
Woollen, which ſeems to imply that this 

ſort of materials is more precious in their 
eſtimation than ſilkk. Perhaps however the 
circtimſtance arifes from ſome motive of con- 
Venience, of nch I am Ignorant. The 
fleeves of this gurment are long and open; 
And, in fpite of the rigbur ef the chmate, 
he fas Cotiſtamtiy his arins an,gÆ His neck un- 
cohered. They put a handkerehief abbut 


takes off as ſoon a he enters ee | 
he nge, unis en 
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His ſuperiority over his countrymen was 
calculated to make him be diſtinguiſhed ; 
hut this circumſtance has leſs weight than 
che vivacity of his temper and the mildneſs 
of his diſpoſition. He lodges and eats at 
He immediately fixes himſelf as much at bis 
 eale as pollible, and takes the firſt chair that 
helps himſc lz, if it be within his reach. 
He ſmokes almoſt inceſſantly; his pipe is 
mort, and ornamented with filyer ; he puts 
into it a very {mall quantity of tobacco, 
Which he renews every moment. To this 
habit he is ſo much addicted, that it was | 
Vith difficulty they could perſuade him to 
Poſſeſſed of great penetration, and appre- 
honda nid gdirable readinels every thing 
597% ae”! SIS P 3 & you 
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you are deſirous to communicate. He has 
much curioſity, and is an accurate obſerver. 
I was aſſured that he kept a minute journal | 
of every thing he ſaw, and all that hap- 
pened to him. Indeed the objects and the 
__ cuſtoms he has an opportunity to obſerve, 
have ſo little reſemblance to thoſe of his 
country, that every thing furniſhes him with 
a ſubject of remark. Attentive to whatever 
: paſſes, or is ſaid 1 in his preſence, he puts it 


into writing, for fear of forgetting it. His 

characters appeared to me tonſiderably'to 

reſemble the Chineſe, but the form of writ- 
ing is different, theſe writing from right to 
left, and the Japanefe from the top of the 
page to the bottom. He ſpeaks Ruſſian 
with fufficient eaſe to make himſelf under- 
ſtood; you miſt however be uſed to his 
pronunciation to converſe” with him, as he 
| delivers Himſelf with a volubility that fre- 
quently obliges you to miſs ſomething he 
sys, or apprehendiit in a wrong ſenſe. His 


os ON KAMTSCHATKA. 213 
repartses ar are in general ſprightly and na- 
tural. He employs no concealment-or re- 
ſerve, but tells with the utmoſt frankneſs 
what he thinks of every one. His company | 
is agreeable, and his temper tolerably even, 
though with a conſiderable tendency to ſuſ- 
picion. Does he miſs any thing? he in- : 
ſtantly ĩmagines that it has been ſtolen from, ; 
him, and diſcoyers anxiety. and diſquietude. 
His ſobriety is admirable, and perfectly con- 


traſts, with the manners of this country. | 


When he has determined to drink no ſtrong 
liquor, its impoſlible m induce him ſo much 
as to taſte it; when he is; inclined, he aſks 
for it of his own accord, but never drinks 

to exceſs. I gbſeryed allo, that, after the. 
manner of the Chineſe, in eating he made 
uſe of two little apo he n 
eee ert. 3 


3 of the.catn of his 
country, and he readily gratified my cu- 
e nioſity. 
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 Fiofity. © The gold coir? Was a thin * 
an oval formt, and of about two inches in its 
longeſt diartteter. It is marked with vas 
riotis Japaneſe chatacets, and it appeared 
to bs of pure gold, without any alloy, ſo 
that it reti bent "int any manner you 
pleaſed, Their fiwer money is fquare, ſmal- 
ler, thinitice, and lighter than that of gold; 
he However affüred me that at Japan this 
was the fuperior coin. The copper coin is 
preciſely tlie ſame as the cdtbe of the Chi- 
neſs: it is round, arid nearly of the ſize of 
our two Nd Piste, ne 56 
foratioh inthe middle. 


e 
the nattire of the itierchandize they had 


led Hott their Wreck, arid 1 wiiderſiood, | 
from his anſwer, that it c6tififted tiefly in 
cups, plates, boxes, and other 1 
6f ir bert. Sn 1 Fay fins aui. 


4 


1 
1 4 


IN KAMTSOHATKA. 227 


afterwards found 2 yu pa ite 10g 
them at Karntſchatha. ” 10 Dafiir. 


I truſt 1 ſhall be forgiven this digreſſion 
npon theſe Japaneſe; 1 ean ſcarcely imagine 
that it will be thought impertinent j it will 
aſfiſt us in becoming acquainted with a na- 
tion that we Wesenberg. 
th ee e * br n N 
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ſchat ka, I left it 19 February at one'o'dock 
in the afternoon, to meet M. Kaſloff, whom 
I was ſure of finding at Velofki. My road 
for ſoms time was the ſame as I hall already 
travelled in going to Nijenei, and L arrived 
at Tehoka early in the evening. A ſtrong 
tis place. The ſituation of the oſtrog ſuſ· 
 ficiently accounts for it, which is upon a 
tiyer that runs between two chains of 
1 ; Lec IGG IE ET I mountains 
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: m banks: to 
the diſtance of TO five . 48 
I paſſed the Night at Kamokoff and the 
next morning I arrived in a few hours at 
the oſſrog of Kamini, or Peter's town, where 
L.took the road to;Kartchina. In my way 
L paſſed. three lakes, the laſt of which was 
very large, and not leſs than five leagues in 
circumference. - I ſlept at this oſtrog, which 
is forty werſts from the preceding one, 1. 

3 a eee | 

1 ſet! 6ff as ben it was „ 
withſtanding the bad weather, which laſted 
all che day, I travelled ſeventy werſts, which 
brought me to Velof ki. It is upon a river 

e eee dane e bees with 
mountains. To e HIW <<: 5 
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1 thoſe only excæpted 
ls * 


M. Kaſloff 
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M. Kaſloff was aſtoniſhed at my expedi - 
our departure; but his buſineſs was not 
yet finiſhed, and we were obliged to pro- 
long our ſtay: he hoped: alſo that M. 
Schmaleff would ſoon arrive. We had cal 
culated that he would meet us at this oſtrog. 
This expectation, which was fruitleſs, and 
_ the affairs of M. Kaſloff, detained us five 
| e ee en "wy ue 
dom anhin he weng. n 


We travelled” fifty! = werſts gently 
endigh but in the afternoon we were ſud - 
dienly overtaken by a terrible tempeſt from 

the weſt and north-weſt!» We were in an 
bpen country, and the whirlwinds became 
ſo violent, that it was impoſſible to proceed. 
The ſnow, which they raiſed in the air at 
every blaſt, formed a thick fog, and our 


— 
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guides, notwithſtanding their knowledge of 
the roads, could no longer be anſwerable 
for not miſleading us: We could not pre · 
val on them to ooniduct us any farther: 
aid yet it was dreadful to lie to at the 
meroy'of ſo impetaous a hurricane. As to 
myſelf, I confeſs that I began to ſuffer ex- 
temely, when our guides propoſed to lead 
us to a Mοd that was not far off, and where 
we ſhould at leaſt find ſome kind of ſhelter. 
We heſitated not à moment to avail our- 
felves of their civility; but before we quit- 
ted the road, it was neceſſary to wait till 
our fledges could be aſſembled, or we ſhould 
otherwiſe run the! riſk of being ſeparated 
from one another, and entirely loſt. Hav- 
ing effected this, we gained the wood, which 
was happily at the diſtance that we had 
been informed: Our halt took place about 
two'odook in the afternoon.) 


4 
P 
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The firſt . of our Kamtſchada es was 
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to dig a hole in the qnow, which was in tliis 
place at leaft ſix fest deep; others fetched 7 
wood, and a fire being quickly lighted, the 
Kettle was ſet on. A light repaſt, and a 
ſmall dram of brandy, ſoon recovered all 
our company. As the night approached, 
ve were employed upon the means of paſs- 
ing it in the leaſt uncomfortable manner. 
Each prepared his on bed: mine was m 
verock, here I could lie doun at my eaſe; 
but except M. Kaſloff, there uns no other 

perſon who had ſo convenient a carriage. 
Ho, ſaid I to myſelf, will theſe poor crea- 
tures contrive to ſleep? I was ſoon relieved 
trom any anxiety on cheir achount. The 
not obſerve much ceremony on the ocaſion. 
Having dug a hole in the ſnow, they covered 
it wah the branches of trees, the ſmalleſt 
chey could get; then wräpping themſelves 
* in-a-howklanki, . ag 
E their | 


 - to-ſpend:the reſt of the day, and even the 
night there, in hopes that the wind, which 


terval. 
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| Alen beds they hey dbwen on their bed an if 
| it were the beſt in the world. As to our dogs, 


they were unharneſled; and tied to the trees 
that were near us, where they paſſed the 


eee 


* 


1The EY biting: ecufiirably. abies, 
aan before it was 


light. We had thirty werſts to Ozernoi, 
where it had been our intention to have 
llept the preceding evening. We arrived 


at ten o clock in the morning, but our dogs 
being extremely fatigued, we were obliged 


began to blow ſtill more violently in the 
eee the in- 
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* re lake 
that is near it. 2 Therriver Oxernaia, which 
* but ſmall, runs at the bottom of the vil- 
"24 342 { J ? | | lage. 
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lage. The houſe of the toyon was the only 
-iſba I ſaw, and I was informed that we 
ſhould meet-with no more of theſe kind of 
buildings till we came to the town of Ingiga. 
There were, however, fifteen” balagans and 
two yourts. I might here deſcribe theſe 
| ſubterraneous habitations ; but as they are 
ſmall in compariſon with thoſe which l ſhall 
| "ſoon have an opportunity of examining, I 

| eee e ee 


We paſſed alſo the 21 Wi Ses 


1 nol, in fruitleſs expectation of a ſerjeant of 


NI. Kaſloff's ſuite, who had been ſent % 
dne, Neue ve den 121) ce th Alle 

The next day ve reached Ou FOR 
tolerably early hour, which is only twenty 
fix werſts. There we waited again for the 
ſerjeant, who had been ordered — 
| Pre: "won h 


e : $3 3) 150 
| 
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There is but one Iba at Ouke, which, 
| eee n 
denken. l 


n this 3 Py break. of ang 
pt on our jaurney we ſaw a certain 
number of balagans, which are only inha- 
bited, I was informed, in the fiſhing ſeaſon. 
Near this place we met the ſea again, and 
Watalled on the ſhore for ſome time. I 
uns antremely mortiſied at not being able 
do fee at chat diſtance it was frogen, nor 
what was the direction, of this part of the 
- eaſtern coaſt of - Kamtſchatka. A north 
wund incommoded us, and impelled the 
une withſuch violence agninſt us, that, our 
ꝛoumn eyes from it chere was alſo a fog that 
extended from the hore to conſiderable 


- diſtance on the ſea, and — almoſt 
25 a | EIN entirely 


Ver 
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vattely the view aß it. The inhabitants of 
the country, whom I interrogated upon the 
ſubject, informed me we had juſt paſſed 
a bay of no very conſiderable width, and 
that the ſea was covered. with ice as far as 
thirty werſts from the land. 


i Khaluli, an oſtrog, ſituated upon a 

river of the ſame name, ſixty ſix werſts 
from Oukè, and at a ſhort diſtance from the 
ſea, I found but two yourts and twelve or 
thirteen balagans ; but I had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing a baidar covered with leather. 
This boat was about fifteen feet long and 
four wide; the hull was made of planks 
tolerably thin, and croſſing each other; a 


longer and thicker piece of wood ſerved as 


leathern ſtraps ; and the whole was covered 
over with ſeveral {king of ſea horſes. and 
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* perüioularly admired the manner in 
Which theſe ſkins were prepared, and the 
compactneſs with which they were ſewn 
together, fo that the water could not pene- 
trate into the boat. Its ſhape was ſome- | 
what ſimilar to ours, but leſs round, and 
therefore leſs graceful; it converged to- 
wards the extremities, ſo as to terminate in 
a point, and had a flat bottom. The light- 
neſs of the common baidars, which makes 
them liable to be overturned, doubtleſs 
gave riſe to this mode of conftruRting them, 
by which they acquire more weight. This 
boat was placed under a ſhed built on pur- 
poſe to protect it from the ſnow. The 
toyon of Khaluli having given up his yourt 
to us, we ſlept in it, being unable to pro- 
ceed till the next day. The wind had in- 
.creaſed ſince our arrival, and did not abate 
till the middle of the memes” (972 
ien S276. 


Ys At te dc the mornin we had 
d "40 of: - ſight 


£1 
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ſight of Khaluli, and paſſed an old village 
of the ſame name, which had been lately 
deſerted on account of its bad ſituation. 
Farther on we found ſome more deſolated 
habitations, formerly the oſtrog of Ivaſchkin, 
and which had been removed, for a ſimilar 
reaſon, thirty werſts from its former ſitua-- . 
tion. We came again to the ſea, and tra- 
velled for ſome time on the eaſtern coaſt. 
It forms another bay at this place, which 1 
was deſirous of examining, but was, as be- 
fore, prevented by the fog. I obſerved that 
the fog cleared up in proportion as the 
wind veered to the north-eaſt; which had 
hitherto been weſt and Bact. : 
- 08:4 | 
+Iyaſchkin 3 is 1 works! rom, \ Khalul : 
and very near to the ſea. It contains. two. 
vourts and ſix balagans, and is ſituated 
upon a ſmall river of the ſame name, which 
was entirely frozen, as was alſo one that we 
e eee 7 cee , This 
* eee Kun k 10 We 
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We ſlept at this village, and ſpent a con- 
 fiderable part of the next day there, from 
the apprehenſion of a hurricane, which, it 
was ſaid, threatened us. We were at laſt 
relieved from our fears, and though it was 
tolerably late when we reſolved to proceed, 
we reached Drannki, which-is thirty werſts. 
The ſituation of this oſtrog is ſimilar to the 
preceding one. Here we found M. Haus, 
a Ruſſian officer: he came from Tiguil, and 
| WIR M. 8 


c We ef Drannki at break of day. In 
the afternoon we croſſed a bay that was 
fifteen werſts wide, and from twenty-five to 
_ thirty deep; the entrance was ſcarcely leſs 
than five werſts: it is formed by the fouth 
6oaſt, This coaſt-is low land, gradually 
declining as it advances into the ſea. The 
bay runs weſt-north-weſt and eaſt-ſonth- 
eaſt, It appeared to me that weſt=north- 
welt of its entrance, towards Karagui, veſ- 
ſels 
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tan fhtpanckin; and be ſheltered from 
the ſouth, the weſt, and the north winds: 
The ſouth of its entrance does not afford fs 
good a harbour, as'it is ſaid to have various 

ſand banks; 1 was obliged to truſt to re- 
port, the ice and the ſnow preventing "hk 
_ se (hh _—_ Nr cb 


We travelled a mal werſts, 1 
came in the evening to Karagui, which is 
upon an eminence, and affords a view of 
the ſea. Tt has only three yourts and twelve 
balagans, at the foot of which the river 
Karaga paſſes. This river pours itſelf into 
the ſea at the diſtance of a few gun ſhots 
from the oftrog, which is the laſt in the Uiſ- 
trit:of Kamtſchatka; a hamlet @ hundred 
werſts further, and containing but few 
mne not being r jr wil 
A we were dee to wait bers for a 
Jang in e | "Ls" _ ſtock 


. 30 
ſtock of dried fiſh; not yet come up, and 
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intended for the nouriſhment of our dogs in 


cribing various notes made in this and the 


villages. 70 They will not be placed 


n the ſame order as they were written; it 
muſt be ſuppoſed that the rapidity with 
which we travelled, frequently left me no 


ENG 119 f ni 
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8. ſhall firſt Toeak of the | yourts, which, I 
have not t yet deſcribed, deſerving as] 3they 


717. 


houſes are ſunk i in the ourth, a as 1 before he 
ſerved, and the, top, which appears aboye 


Tit Na MI 


1 ſhall be cenſured perhaps' for making my narrative 


abound with dry and uniform, details... I would willingly 
fpare the reader in this "relpet, if 1 had not promiſed to 


obſerve the utmoſt accuracy. Let hin” conſider the objects 
with which I am ſurrounded in the immenſe extent of 
country that I -travel, and he will perceive that they are 


- almoſt always the ſame, Does it then depend upon me to 


vary wy, deſcriptions, and avoid tautology?, +» +7 
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ground, is lle a truncated cone. To 
form a juſt idea of them, we muſt conceive 
of a large ſquare hole about twelve or four- 
teen yards in diameter, and eight feet deep; 
the four ſides are lined with joiſts or boards, 
and the interſtices of theſe; walls are filled 
up with earth, ſtraw, or dried graſs, and 
ſtones... In the bottom of this hole various 
poſts are fixed, that ſupport the croſs beams 
upon which the roof reſts. The roof be- 
Lins upon a. level with. the ground, ang 
riſes four feet aboye it; it is two feet thick, | 
has a very gradual ſlope, and is made of the 
top is a. ſquare opening, about four feet 
long and three wide, which-ſeryes as a hat- 
age for the ſmoke * and an entrance to the 


There is ſuch a.continual ſmake in theſe ſubterraneois 

habitations, that the opening i in the roof js not ſufficient. to 
N let it out, and there is therefore in an unoccupied corner of 
the ycuft, behind the fire-place, a kind of vent-hole in an 
oblique direction. It is called  joupanp.; i terminates 
without, ; at a little diflance from the ſquare « opening, 3 _ 2 


i commonly cloſed af with «it er Rrabſeavariig | 
ban Q 4 vate 


Fourt; where the women as well as the 
wen go in und out by theans of u ladder, 
notched" beam, that is raiſed to a level 
| ith this opening: There is another very 

don entranes in one fide of the yourt, but 
it is conſidered as a kind of diſgrace to 
wake uſe ef it. I ſhall terminate the de- 
Fetiption of the exterior part of theſe habi- 


.  Entions by adding, that they are farrounded 


With"tolerably high paliſades, doubtleſs as 
protection againft the gales of wind, or 
alls of now; it is ſaid, however, that theſe 


'  Sheloſures farmer) y ſerved as ramparts to 


nee eee dee. 


170 We Wanted ug: 
bodes, than we wiſh ourſelves out again; 
che view and the ſmell are equally offenſive. 


cue inter part conſiſts. of one entire 


room, about ten feet high, A bench, five 
dert Mile, and covered with various ſkins, 


half worn out, „ This 
rie, bench | 
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bench is only a foot from the ground o 
and commonly ſerves as a bed for a num 
ber of families. I have counted in on 
yourt more than twenty perſons,” men, 
women, and children. They eat; drink, 
calls of nature without reſtraint or modeſty, 
and never complain of the noxious air chat 
prevails in theſe. places. It is trus there ia 
a ſtre alnoſt inceſſantly. The fireplace is 
eommonly either in the middle of the yourt 
dr aguinſt one of the ſides. In the evening 
they rake the coals in a heap, and ſhut the 
ſhould evaporate ; and thus the heat is con- 


night. By means of à diſmal lamp; the = 
form-ahd diſagreeable ſmell of which! 
| 244ml Upſtribed,'wo/ diſcover i 


1 N faw were floored with 
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corner oſ che apartment ® a wretched image 
of ſome ſaint, ſhining with greaſe and 
Hlackened with ſmoke. It is before theſe 
les, and offer their prayers. The reſt of 
ide furniture oonſiſis of ſeats and ſome veſ- 
Jes, made either of wood, or the bark of 
mes, Pheir cookery. utenſils are of copper 
or: iron but th are all diſguſtingly filthy. 
The remains of their dried fiſh are ſeattered 
About che room, and the women or the 
children are contigually broiling pieces of 
ſalmon ſkin, which is one of their favourite 
meats. S SroAw 21007 21; Oo nt 
e ei 18915 ont euch bs: 2r8T0Gavs bl! 1 060 


— . os the: childnin's-drefs 


particularly attracted my attention; it is 


ſaidl exactly to reſembhle that of the Koriacs. 
It conſiſts of only one garment, chat is, of a 


„ da Dhinhooloie eee difind from the coed, and 


is less filhy,becauſe.it,is; Jes frequented, Jt ins ee 5 
| honour ſet apart for ſtrangers... 22 Naa 190i T3240 0:4 g's 
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235 
 fingle:dect Reil, that covers and its cloſe io 
every part of the body, ſo that the children 
ſeem to be entirely ſewed up. Au opening 
at the bottom, before and da eee 
an opportunity of. ding In 
opening is covered with another — 
ſkin, vhich may be faſtened and liſted up at 
pleaſure; it ſupports a tuft of mals/,;ploced 
like a clout between the legs of the child. 
and which is renewed as often as it hecomes 
neceſſary. Beſides the common ſlecves, 

there are two others hanging to the gar- 
it is cold; the extremities are ſewec up, and 
the ſleeves lined on the inſide with maſs. 
There is alſo a hood fitted to ĩt, made of the 
ſame materials as the reſt of the dreſs; hut 
in ygurts the heads of the children areal- 
moſt — and the n eee 
obs "T7 — ERS — ich for th * 
fame purpoſe, e. Moo 59 0s: fun. 2716 
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they have a deer ſkin girt, which ſerves as a 
| ſaſn. The women carry their children on 
_ their back by means of a ſtring; which paſſes 
round the forehead of the mother and under 
the'buttocks of the child, eee 
Nei don , botoyoy wt 


The toyon of Karagui, ee 
jodgetl, was an old rebel. It was with ſome 
difficulty he had been brought back to his 
eee 5 his 
— — 
ee nen 22900 at en 
The manners of the inhabitants of this 
 oftrog-are very fimilar to thoſe of the neigh- 
douring Koriacs. This analogy is as con- 
ſpicuvas-in their idiom u in the dreſs of 
their children. I had an opportunity of 
eee 
ad na 0152147 t A 
anne 
af rein deer Koriacs at no great diſtance, 
22 to them to 
n LK requeſt 
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requeſt that they would fell Ms 
their animals. They readily complied, and 
brought us the ſame day two rein deer 
alive. This fupply came very: ſeaſonably 
to the relief of our people, who began to 
apprehend a want of proviſions. Meanwhile 
mine, as the dried fiſh was not yet arrived. 
A rein deer was ordered to be killed di- 
rectly; but when we were deſirous of know- 
ing the price of it, we found very conſider» 
able difficulty in being able to treat, with 
the ſellers: they ſpoke neither Ruflian nor 
underſtood one another, if we had not for» 
tunately met with an inhabitant of Kara» 
oY OO eee, e 


eee of Kariacs; ws; 


who are properly called by that name have. 
a fixed reſidence ; the others are wanderers, 
and are known by the appellation of rem 


* 


* 
der Koriacs*, Their flocks are very nume- 
rous, and they maintain them by conducting 
them to thoſe cantons that abound with 
moſs: | When theſe paſtures are exhauſted, 
they ſeek for others. In this manner they 
wunder about inceſſantly, encamping under 
tents of ſkin, and ſupporting chemſelves 


eee 
e ee e e erbte e l fi 
Theſe . are as ſerviceable. for 


drmight to the Koriacs, as the dogs are to 
the Kamtſchadales. The perſons who came 
tous wre draun by two rein deer. The 
mode vf harneſſing and guiding them, as 
as well as the form of the ſledge, ought to 
de deſcribed ; but I think it better to defer 
my deſcription till I come to travel with 
theſe people, as I ſhall be able to be more 
acrurat area Þ $310: dit 818 27941 
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There are ſome K FO 2412 Y ng Koriacs, 1. am 
toll in the illand of: Karagui, which is — werſts 
dard the. village af that name. I had before imagined that | 


I could perceive this illand at a diftance. 
—_ Our 
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Our long expected proviſions arrived at 
laſt oi the evenitigiof 89, un' was Mesh 
by the ſergeant whom we had waited for. 
We prepared every thing for our departure 
the next morning, but- a moſt impetuous 
wind roſe in the night from the weſt and 
the north-weſt. This hurricane was ac- 
companied with ſnow, which fell in ſuch. 
abundance that we were obliged to prolong 
our ſtay. Nothing ſhort of this bad wea- 
ther could have detained us. The arrival 
of our proviſion had increaſed our impati- 
ence; the ſupply beſide was not conſider- 
| able, and our neceſſities were ſo urgent 
that we were obliged to begin upon it im- 
| mediately. It was therefore our intereſt to 
be as expeditious as poſſible, leſt our ſtock 
ſhould be conſumed. before 1 , 
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bn abt in the courſe of the 
Nen but the ſnow oontinued, and the 
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ſky ſeemed to threaten us with a ſecond 
tempeſt before the end of the day. It be- 
gan to riſe about two o'clock in the after- 
| ne 


To divert our attention, it . 
to us to try the abilities of a celebrated fe- 
lived in this oſtrog. The encomiums bei- 
we ſent for her; but either from caprice or 
il humour ſhe refuſed to dance, and paid 
no regard to our invitation. It was in vain 
they repreſented that her refuſal was diſreſ- 
pectſul to the governor general; no con- 
| fideration could induce her to comply. For- 
tunately we had ſome brandy by us, and a 
dumper or two ſeemed to effect a change in 
Her inclinations. At the ſame time, Kamta- 


ſchadale, at our requeſt, began to dance 
before her, challenging her by his voice and 


Coun- 
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countenance” became convulſive, and her 
whole frame ſhook upon the bench here 
ſhe ſat. To the enticements and ſhrill ſong 
of the dancer, ſhe anſwered in ſimilar ac- 
cents, beating time with her head, which 
turned in every direction. The movements 
became at laſt ſo rapid, chat, no longer able 
to contain herſelf, ſhe darted from her ſeat, 
diſtortions ſtill more extravagant. It is not 
_ eaſy. to: expreſs the abſurdity of the dange. | 
All her limbs ſeemed. to be disjointed; ſhe 
moved them with equal ſtrength and agi- 
lity;; ſhe; tore her cloaths, and fixed her 
hands to her boſom with a kind, of nage as | 
if ſhe would tear it alſo... Theſe, ſingular 
tranſports were accompanied with {till more 
_ ſingular poſtures; and in ſhort, it was no 
longer a woman, but a fury. In her blind 
- frenzy ſhe would have ruſhed. into the fire 
+ that was kindled in the middle of the room, 


if, her huſband. had not taken the precau- 
r Vor. 1. R tion 
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tion of placing a bench before it to prevent 
her: during the whole dance indeed he took 
care to keep Himſelf cleſe to her. When 
he ſaw that her head was perfectiy gone, 
chat The ſtaggered on all ſides, and could 
no longer ſupport herſelf Without laying 
Hold of her Now! dancer; he took her in 
his arms and Phiced her upon a bench, 
Where ſhe fell, Hke an inatvinate dod; with- 
out conſcioulneſs, and ot of breath. She 
continued five muntutes in this fithation, 
Meanwhile the Katntfeitädzle, Proud of his 
triumph, contittued to danbe ard to fing. 
Recovering from her Tu bon, the woman 
heard him, and fuddenly, in {pite of her 
weakneſs, The raiſed herſelf ap, uttered ſome 
inarticulate ſonhds, and would have begun 
again this laborions conteſt. Her huſband 
kept her back and interceded for her; but 
the conijueror, believing hiimſelf to be inde- 
'Etigable, continued his jeers and batitering, 
And we were obliged to exert our authority 


10 
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to quiet him. In ſpite of the praiſes that 
were laviſhed upon the talents of theſe ac- 

tors, the foene; I confeſs, afforded me no 
amuſement, but on the e conſidera- 
ble ee hy | 


All the rakabitants of this hah women 
as well as men, ſmoke and chew tobacco, 
By a refinement that I cannot account” for, 
they mix aſhes with the tobacco to make it 
ſtronger. We gave them ſome ſnuff, and 
they applied it not to their noſe, but to their 
mouth. IL examined their pipes: they are 
of the fame ſhape as thoſe of the Chineſe, | 
mide of bone, and very ſmall. + When they 
make uſe of them, they do not emit the 
ſmoke from their mouth, but fwallow it 
* IN Eratilication. 


All the toyons of the different oſtrogs we 
had paſſed ip coming from Ozernoi, out of 
un Kaſloff, had eſcbrted us as 

R 2 — 


Ss irres 

far as Karagui. The ſecond day after our 
arrival, they had taken their leave of us to 
return to their reſpective habitations. Their 


adieux were affectionate. After making 
new apologies for not having been able to 


give him a better reception in the courſe of 
his journey, they ſhowed the utmoſt regret 
at leaving him, as if he had been ſurround- 
ed by the moſt imminent dangers, and of- 
fered him whatever they poſſeſſed, ignorant 


of any other way of teſtifying their attach- 


ment. They addreſſed themſelves in like 
manner to me, and ſolicited me with ear- 
neſtneſs to receive ſomething from them. It 


Was uſeleſs to make objections; my refuſals 


only rendered them the more urgent, and 


do ſatisfy them I n to N _ 
15 preſents. | | 


| Let me be perniitted in this place to per- 
form a duty which I owe to the Kamtſcha- 


g ». 
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dales in general, for the civility with which 


they treated me. I have already mentioned 
their mild and hoſpitable character, but I 
have not been ſufficiently minute reſpect- 
ing the inſtances of regard which. theſe 
good people gave me, and I recall with plea- 
ſure the remembrance of their kind recep- 
tion. There was not, 1 believe, an indivi- 
dual chief of any oftrog, that did not make 
me ſome. trifling, preſent. Sometimes it was 
A ſable or fox Kin, and ſometimes fruit or 
| fiſh, and fuch other objects as they conceived 
would be moſt agreeable to me. One would 
have ſuppoſed that, they had reſolved, by 
their attentions to me, to repair the injuſtice 
which they had ſo long committed againſt 
the French name. They often thanked me 
for having undecetved them upon the ſub- 
Ject; and ſometimes again were tempted to 
regret it, when they conſidered that they 
Wald foe me no more. and that it ſeldom 
R3 bappened 


s, rale 


happened that any of n my neee vu, 
ER: ; a A | 


We left age e at one o'clock in the 
morning of 2 March. The weather was 
tolerably calm, and continued fo during the 
whole day. The only "inconvenience we 
met with, was the not being able to croſs, 
as we had hoped to de, @'bay which the 
tempeſt of the preceding | evening had 
cleared of its ice: we were obliged to go 
round it: This bay has vonſiderable depth, 
1 eight or ten werſts wide, and appeared 
to run in the direction of north-eaſt and 
_ Touth-weſt! The ice was only broken up 
as far as the mouth, where it became ſolid 
again, and extended into the fea. With the 
circuit which NET Tanna, we 
e e dag e 85g 
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in the open cquntry and exected our tents. 
Under the largeſt, belonging to M. Kaſloff, 
.yere placed his vezock and mine, the door 
of the one againſt the door of the other, 
fo. that: by letting down the windows, we 
were able to conyerle together. The other 
ſledges were ranged two abreaſt round our 
tents, and the ſpaces between, being co- 
vered with linen or ſkins, ſerved our guides 
and aur ſuite as Places where they might 
ſſmelter themſelves, and prepare their beds. 
Such * the n of our halt. 


ws 250 as our — boiled. we 13 tea, 


and then prepared for our ſupper, which 
ee en meal every day., A corporal 


Prefided as maitre d hotel and as cook. The 
meats Which: were prepared by him were 


neither numerous nor delicate, but his 


quickneſs and our appetites rendered us 
Apdulgent. He commonly ſerved us up a 


* ah ſoup made of a biſcuit of black bread, 
R 4 and 


248 TRAVELS | 

prepared in half an hour, and in the follow- 
ing manner. He took a piece of beef, or 
fleſh' of rein deer, and put it into boiling 
water, having firſt cut it into very thin flices, 
which were ready in an inſtant, | 


The OY od to our departure 
from-Karagui, we had killed and begun 
ſelves with the marrow :. raw or dreſſed, 1 
thought it excellent, We had the tongue 
alſo boiled, and I conceived that I had never 
eaten nyt thin ing more — FER 
We purſued our journey early in the 
| Arni but it was impoſſible to travel 
more than thirty-five werſts: The wind 
had changed to the welt and fouth-weſt ; 
It blew with extreme violence, and beat 
the ſnow in our faces. Our guides ſuffered 
„ leſs however than our dogs, 
| ſome 
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ſome of whom, exhauſted with fatigue, died 
on the road, and others were incapable of | 
drawing us for want of nouriſhment, We 
could only give them a fourth part of their 
common allowance, and had ſcarcely ogy > 
left to laft two . 1 


In this extremity we diſpatched a ſoldier 
to the oſtrog of Kaminoi, to procure” us 
ſucoour, and to ſend the efcort to meet us 
that was to have waited there till M. Kaf- 
loff arrived. It was a guard of forty men, 


ſent from Ingiga upon the firſt n 
of the yl ol the K i Lua 


We were only fifteen werſts from the 
Ms hamlet of ' Gavenki, where we 
hoped to finda ſupply of fiſh for our dogs; 
afid our confidence Was ſo great that we 
ventured to give them à double portion, 
that they might be the better able to con- 
vey us thither. Having paſſed the night in 
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the ſame manner as the preceding, we pur- 
ſued aur journey at. three O clock in the 
morning. We, quitted not the ſea coaſt 
till we came to Gavenki, which was about 
| ten o clock. The name of the village is 
derived from the word garna, which ſigni- 
fies excrement; and it is ſo called on ac- 
count of its defarmity and wretched ſtate. 
There are in reality: hut two iſtias falling to 
ruin, and fix. balagans very ill conſtructed 
of bad and crooked. wood, which the ſea 
leaves, ſometimes upon the ſhore;; for there 
is not a tree in the whole neighbourhood, 
and nothing to he ſeen but a few paltry 
ſhrubs ſcattered here and there at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from one another. I was 
not aſtoniſhed to learn, that not along ago, 
more than twenty of the inhabitants volun- 
tarily abandoned their country to ſeek out 
6p hers: does not exceed. five families, 


_— that of, the toyon, and two Kamt- 
9473 , ſchadales | 
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ſchadales from the iſland of Karagui, who 
are ſettled there. No reaſon was aſſigned 
for this removal, and I doubt whether ne 
wh _ by et | 

We had not been an Wee 
when a diſpute aroſe between a ſergeant 
of our company, and two peaſants of the 
village, to whom he had applied for wood. 
They anſwered bluntly that they would not 
give him any. From one thing to another 
the quarrel became violent. The Kamt- 
ſchadales, little intimidated by the threats 
of the ſergeant, drew their knives* and 
fell upon him; but they were immedi» 
ately diſarmed by two of our ſoldiers. 
As ſoon as M. Kaſloff was informed of this 
violence, he ordered that the guilty ſhould 
be puniſhed as an example. They were 
brought before the yourin-whick makes, 


A. Theſe ; are about two o fort long they a are worn 
i ie Bt, and hang upon the thigh. 


and. 


aur 
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and in order to awe the reſt of the inhabi- 


tants, M. Kaſloff went out himſelf to haſten 


the puniſhment. I was left with the toyon, 
who began to complain to me of the rigour 
with which his two countrymen were treat- 
ed. Tbe family. ſurrounded me and mur- 
mured ſtill louder. I was alone; . mean- 
while: I was endeayouring to pacify them, 
when, I perceived that the governor had 
left his arms behind him. I haſtily caught 
up our ſabres, upon a motion which the 
toyon made to go out, and followed him. 


He had already joined M. Kaſloff, and ſtir- 
ring up all his neighbours, ke demanded 


in a high tone that the delinquents ſhould 


he releaſed. He was himſelf, he ſaid, their 


male judge. and it belouged to him only to 
Puniſh them. To. theſe ſeditious clamours 


A Kaſloff anſwered only by a ſtern look, 
which diſconcerted the effrontery both of 


the peaſants and their chiefs. The toyon 
Kill muttered ſome words, but he was ſeized 
and 
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and forced to aſſiſt in the chaſtiſement that 
he had been ſo deſirous of preventing. One 
of the culprits was a young man abet 
eighteen years of age, and the other from 
twenty eight to thirty. They were ſtripped 
and laid proſtrate on the ground; two fols 
diers held their hands and their feet; white 
four others beſtowed upon their ſhoulders 
a copious diſtribution of laſnes. They were 
whipped in this manner one after another 
with rods of dried fir, till their bodies were 
covered with blood. At the entreaties'of 
the women, whom the weakneſs of the ſex 
renders every where compaſſionate, the in- 
tended puniſhment was leſſened, and tlie 
young man given up to them. They im- 
mediately gave him a fine lecture on tlie 
folly of his conduct, which they might as 
well have ſpared, as he was ſcarcely im a 
Situation to attend to it, and ſtill leſy to 
think of jag his crime. 
* The 
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The ſeverity which M. Kaſloff obſerved 
upon this occaſion, was ſo much the more 
 neceflary; as we began to perceive in this 
village ſome ſymptoms of the contagious 
turbulent diſpoſition of the Koriacs. Con- 
traſted with the Kamtſchadales whom we 
nad juſt quitted, the manners of the in- 
Habitants of Gavenki led us to doubt whe- 
ther it were really the ſame people. We 
had as much reaſon to complain of the 
aoroſeneſs and deceit of the latter, as we 
had to boaſt of the zeal and kindneſs of the 
former. In ſpite of all our importunities 
we could get no proviſion for our dogs. 
They coldly informed us that they had 
none; but their equivocal anſwers betrayed 
them, and our people ſoon ſatisfied them- 
ſelves of its falſenood. By means of our 
dogs; whofe noſe and hunger were infallible 
guides, they quickly diſcovered the ſub- 
_ terraneous reſervoirs, Where the inbabitants 
had, upon our approach, buried their pro- 


S en a viſions, 
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viſions; though the utmoſt care had been 
taken to conceal all veſtiges of them, by 
artfully covering them with earth and ſnow. 
At the ſight of theſe caves, and the fiſh 
that were drawn from them, theſe peaſants 
began to alledge the moſt paltry reaſons to 
juſtify their conduct, and which only tended 
to increaſe our indignation, We had ſame 
ſentiments of humanity, or we ſhould have 
taken their whole ſtock; we contented | 
ourſelves with a ſmall part. From the na- 
ture of che proviſions it appeared that theſe 
coaſts afforded them ſalmon, herring, cod, 
morſe a e e a> 1 
— 1s neither Peta 1 
fort in the neighbourhood, but merely a 
lake that ſupplies the inhabitants with wa- 
ter. In winter they break the ice that co». 
vers it, and carry home large peices of it, 
which they place in a trough ſuſpended in 
_ the yourt about five or ſix feet high. The · 


—— — —— ———_ __— — 
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diſtinguiſh no object four paces from them, 


heat is ſufficient to diſſolve the ice, and to 


8 this trough they have recourſe when they 


are . 


4 - Ae this village is a mountain or kind 
of Kamtſchadale entrenchment, which for- 
merly ſerved them as a Place, of TEugs when 
they revolted. 

: We ſtaid at Gavenki only twelve or thir⸗ 
teen hours. We ſat off in the night for 
Pouſtaretſk, which is at the diſtance of 


more than two hundred werſts from it. 
We were five days in travelling it, and no 


journey had ever been ſo painful. We 
had no reaſon to complain of the weather 


during the firſt day; but the next we were 


extremely haraſſed by the ſnow and gales 


of wind, which ſucceeded without inter- 


ruption, and with ſuch impetuoſity that 
our conductors were blinded. They could 


and 
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and could not even ſee te digs n n 
ee, followed -them./ |, | {| 
"2B G4 It 1 -- UH 9.10 
To eee our Gavenks' 
guide was old and ſhort ſighted, and fre- 
quently therefore went out of the road. 
We were then obliged to ſtop while he 
went on before to find che veſtiges of 
the road; but how was it poſſible to find 
chem in ſo extenſive. a: plain, covered with 
| Inow, and where we could percęive neither 
tree, nor mountain, nor river? The ex- 
perience of our guide was continually at 
fault from the badneſs of the weather, not- 
withſtanding the incredible knowledge he 
had of theſe roads., The ſmalleſt riſing, the 
leaſtſhrub, was ſufficient} to ſet him right; 
_ meanwhile we calculated that the deviations | | 
= he occaſioned Mg N ae to. 
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my dogs were reduced to a ſingle fiſh, 
Which I divided between them. The want 
of food ſoon exhauſted their ſtrength, ſo as 
to make them unable to proceed. Some 
others refuſed to draw, and many from in- 


anĩtion died on the pot. Of the thirty- 


ſeven dogs that were harneſſed to my ve- 


zock upon leaving Bolcheretſk, only twenty- 
three remained, and theſe were reduced to 
the utmoſt poverty. M. Kaſlaff had in like 


. e ee e ee 


4 {> 


The Sins bite on that 


we were- apprehenſive of being ſtarved to 


death in this deſert. Nat having a morſel. 
of fiſh. left fon our dogs, we were ohliged to 


5 dence regurng wt oben dem 


ceconomy.. 
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In this woeful conjunRture, we left our 
equipage in the midſt of the way, under 
guard of ſome of our conductors, and havs 
ing choſen the moſt tolerable of the dogs 
to ſupply the place of thoſe W we had 
loſt, we went on. | 


Ode _ ant es continued: We 
were in want of water. The only little 
| brook that we found was entirely frozen up, 
and we were obliged to quench our thirſt 
with the ſhow.” The want of wood was 
another difficulty. Nor a tres had we ſeem 
during the whole journey, and we fre- 
quently went à werſt out of 6ur way; per- 
haps for a paltry ſhrub not a foot long. 
We gathered all that we ſaw, for fear of 
finding none as we proceeded farther ; biit 
they were fo ſmall and fo few as not to 
enable us to o6ok our victuals. TO warm 
ourſelves was out of the queſtion. In the 
mean time the cold was extremely rigorous, | 
82 | and 
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and from the ſlow pace that we travelled, 
we were nearly frozen. Almoſt at every 
inſtant we were alſo under the neceſſity of 


ſtopping to unharneſs the dogs, that ex- 


pired one after another. 


I cannot deſcribe what my feelings were 
in this ſituation. My mind ſuffered (till 


25 more than my body. The inconveniences 


” that were common to us, I patiently ſhared 
with my companions ; ; their example and 


my youth gave me courage to ſupport them. 


But when I thought of my diſpatches, my 


conſtancy forſook me. They were continu- 


ally in my hands, and I never touched them 
without ſhuddering. My anxiety to execute 


my truſt, the view of the many obſtactles I 
had to ſurmount, the uncertainty of ſucceed- 


ing, all theſe ideas united to torment me. 


I endeavoured to diſpel them; a moment 
after ſome new obſtacle brought them to 
my mind with additional force. 


Upon 


© 
OE. 
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Upon leaving Gavenki, we had quitted 
the eaſtern coaſt, and the weſtern preſent- 
ed itſelf to our view two werſts from Pou- 


ſteretſk. We had croſſed therefore the 


whole width of this part of Kamtſchatka, 
which is not leſs than two hundred werſts, 


or fifty leagues. We travelled this ex- 
tent of country more on foot than in our 
ſledges. Our dogs were ſo weak, that we 
were willing to fatigue ourſelves in order 


to relieve them, but they were ſeldom the 


alert on this account. Our conduc- 


tors equld not make them go on without 


harnefling themſelves in like manner to the 


ſledge, and thus aſſiſt them to draw us along; 


we encouraged them alſo by ſhowing them 
a handkerchief folded up in the ſhape of a 
fiſh. They followed this bait, which diſ- 
appeared the moment they approached near 


enough to lay hold of it, 


It was by theſe contrivances that we were 


83 able 
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able to paſs the mountain that leads to 
Pouſtaretſk. From the civil manner in 
which the women received us, I conſidered 
myſelf as ſafe the moment I ſet foot in this 
hamlet. - Six of them came to meet us, ex- 
hibiting the moſt abſurd demonſtrations of 
Joy. We underſtood, from ſome words 
they ſpoke, that their huſbands were gone 
to the oſtrog of Potkagornoi in purſuit of 
whales. They conducted us to their habi- 
tations, ſinging and ſkipping about us like 
ſo. many maniacs. One of them took off 
her parque, made of the ſkin of a young 
deer, and put it upon M. Kaſloff; the reſt 
by loud burſts of laughter expreſſed their 
ſatisfaction at our arrival, which they ſaid 
was, unexpected. This was ſcarcely pro- 
bable, but we pretended. to believe them, 
in hopes of meeting with the better fare. 


We entered Pouſtaretſk g March, at 
en in the afternoon. Our firſt 


6 precaution 
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precaution was to viſit all the reſervoirs of 


fiſh. How great was our mortification to 
find them empty! We immediately fif- 
pected that the inhabitants had acted in 
the ſame manner as thoſe of Gavenki; and 
we queſtioned the women; and ranſacked 


every probable place, perſuaded that they 
had concealed their proviſions. The more 


they denied it, the farther we purſued 


our reſearches; They were however . 
eee eee ee 2288 
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unharneſſed in order to be tied up in troops 
as uſual. They were no ſooner faſtened to 
the poſts, than they fell upon their ſtrings 
and their harneſſes, and devoured them in 


a moment. It was in vain that we attempt- 


ed to retain them; the majority eſtaped 


into the country, and wandered about con- 


ſuming whatever their teeth. could pene- 


trate. Some died, and became immediately 
84 | | the 
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the prey of the reſt. They ruſhed with 
eagerneſs upon the dead carcaſſes, and tore 
them to pieces. Every limb that any indi- 
vidual ſeized upon, was conteſted by a troop 


of competitors, who attacked it with equal 


avidity: if he fell under their numbers, he 
became in turn the object of a new combat *. 


To the horror of ſeeing them devour one 
another, ſucceeded the melancholy ſpecta- 
cle of thoſe that beſet our yourt. The 
leanneſs of theſe poor beaſts was truly 
aſſecting: they could ſcarcely ſtand upon 
their legs. By their plaintive and inceſſant 
cries, they ſeemed. to addreſs, themſelves to 


our compaſſion, and to reproach our inca- 


Who ſuffered as much from cold as from 
hunger, laid themſelves down by the open- 
. in the roof of the nn 


T0 0 ade againſt theſe famiſhed dogs we 
never dared to go out ee arg kind of 
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out the ſmoke. The more they felt the be- 
nefit of the heat, the nearer they approach» 
ed; and at laſt, either from faintneſs, or ina- 


bility to preſerve an equiliribum, they * 
into the fire before our 1 


Shortly. after our arrival: the guide re- 
turned, who had accompanied the ſoldier 
ſent out ſix days before to Kaminoi to pro- 
cure us ſuccour. He informed us that our 
meſſenger was reduced to the laſt extremity, 


and conſidered himſelf as fortunate in ha- 


ing found, twelve werſts to the north of 


Pouſteretſk, a miſerable deſerted yourt, 
where he had ſheltered himſelf from the 


tempeſts, which had miſled him no leſs than 
ten times. The proviſion we had given him 
for himſelf and his dogs was all conſumed, 


and he waited impatiently till he ſhould be 


relieved from his embaraſſment, without 
which it was impoſſible for him to come out 
of his aſylum, either fop: the purpoſe of 
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executing his commiſſion, or of returning 


back to us. 


M. Kaſloff, far from being caſt down by 
this new diſappointment, animated our cou- 
rage by communicating to us the laſt expe- 
dients he had reſolved to employ. He had 
already, upon the intelligence of a whale 
being driven on fſhore near -Potkagornoi, 
diſpatched an expreſs to that village. The 
utmoſt expedition -was recommended, and 
he was to bring as much of the fleſh and 
fat of the whale as he could. This reſource 
however being uncertain, M. Kaſloff pro- 
poſed that we ſhould ſacrifice the ſmall 
quantity of proviſion which each of us had 
intended to reſerve for the ſupport of his 


on dogs. This contribution was for ſer- 


geant Kabechoff, who had offered to go to 
Kaminoi. In the diſtreſs in which we were, 
the moſt feeble ray of hope was ſufficient to 
induce us to riſk. our all. We embraced 

its £ therefore 
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therefore the propoſal with tranſport; con- 
fiding in the zeal and ability of this ſer- 
— . 
He departed the 10, minutely inſtructed 
upon the ſubject of his journey, and carry- 
ing with him the whole of our proviſions. In 
his way he was to take up our poor ſoldier, 
and from thence proceed to fulfil the com- 
miſſion in which he had failed. Having 
taken all theſe precautions, we exhorted one 
another to patience, and endeavoured to 
divert our anxiety by waiting till it ſnould 
pleaſe providence to deliver us. I ſhall em- 
ploy this time in giving an account of the 
obſervations I made at W 


— vpori the deckvity 
of a mountain waſhed by the ſea; for we 
cannot call a river *, e e | 


'© te is called by the people of this country Nee 
eee e This gulf was caticely frozen over- 
. than 
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than a very narrow gulf, which reaches as 


far as the foot of this mountain. The wa- 
ter is ſalt, and not drinkable; we were ob- 
liged therefore to have recourſe to melted 


now, which was the only freſh water we 
could procure. Two yourts, inhabited by 


about fifteen perſons, make up the whole 


hamlet. 'I mean to include a few balagans 
that are occupied in ſummer, and ſituated 
farther from the ſhore. 


They ſpend the whole ſummer in fiſhing, 
and preparing their ſtock of winter provi- 
fions. If we may judge from the food that 
we ſaw them dreſs and eat, this part of the 
country does not much abound with fiſh. 
Their aliment during our reſidence among 
them conſiſted only in the fleſh and fat of 
the whale, the bark of trees in its natural 


ſtate, and in buds ſteeped in the oil of the 


whale, or the ſea wolf, or in the fat of any 
ather animal. They informed us that they 
ee F 5 . fre- 
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frequently caught ſmall cod in the open ſea; 


I know not whether they had any concealed 
ſtore of this article, but we had ſearched 


ſo thoroughly, and we ſaw them fare ſo 


wretchedly, that we believed them to 2 
oy as n as they en to be. | 


Their mode of het rein "Ou which 
are very plentiful in [theſe cantons, is e- 
qually fure and eaſy. They ſurround a 
certain extent of land with paliſades, leav- 
ing here and there an opening, where they 
ſpread their nets or ſnares. They then 
diſperſe, in order to drive the deer into 
them. Theſe animals, by attempting to 


ſave themſelves, run through the openings, 


and are caught either by the neck or their 


horns. A conſiderable number always eſ- 


cape by tearing the nets or leaping the pa- 


liſades; meanwhile twenty or thirty men 


will en taſte at a time "_ of 
A LEA H wh 
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Independently of their domeſtic occupa- 
tions, the women are employed in prepar- 
ing, ſtaining, and ſewing the ſkins of vari- 
ous animals, particularly deer ſkins. They 
firſt-ſcrape them with a ſharp ſtone fixed in 
a ſtick. Having taken off the fat, they ſtill 
continue to ſcrape them to make them 
thinner and more ſupple. The only co- 
Jour they ſtain them is a deep red, which 
is extracted from the bark of a tree called 
in Ruſſia  olkbovata-dereva, and known to us 
dy the name of alder. They boil the bark, 
and then rub the ſkin with it till it has im- 
bibed the die. The knives which they af- 
ter wards make uſe of to cut theſe ſkins, are 
crooked, and the invention probably of the 


The finews of the rein deer ſtripped very 


flender, and prepared in like manner by 
the women, ſerves them inftead of thread. 


5 I; ſew Prey well. Their needles, 
N which 
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which bave nothing ſingular, are brought 
from Okotſk, and their thimbles are like 
thoſe uſed! by our tailors, and are W 
worn upon e 7 707 
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a ee of their 
manner of ſndking, but I muſt reſume the 


ſubject, in order to relate the fatal conſe- 


quences. that attend it. Their pipes“ will 


ſcarcely: contain more than a pinch of to 


bacco, which they renew till they have ſa- 


following manner. By ſwallowing the fmoak, 
inſtead of blowing it out, they gradually 


become ſo intoxicated that they would, if 


they were near it, fall into the fire. Expe- 


"Tience, has happily taught them to attend 


to the progreſs of this ſpecies. of trance, 
'* The tubes of theſe pipes are made of wood) with a 


in from one end to the other. Thus they open in che 


middle, and the ſmoakers, from cxconomy, ſcrape the in- 
OE ug, God roll a Pogue of is kgs, 


tiated themſelves ; and this is effected in the = 


22 — — — — - 
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and they Mivohudinotion to ſit down or 
to lay hold of the firſt object within their 
reach. The fit laſis them at leaſt for a quar- 
ter of an hour, during which time their 
| ſituation is the moſt painful that can be 
coriceived; ' Their bodies are covered with 
a" 6olU'perſpiration, the ſaliva diſtils from 
their Tips, their breathing is ſhort, and at- 
tended with a conſtant inclination to cough. 
It is only when they have brought them- 
felves into this ſituation, that they conceive 
thentfelves to have enjoyed tlie true plea- 
ſure of finoking:” wv! £20 ee egen | 
vitar! oa Yer rue 35 manual 30 be: 
— ths TH OPER 
chiles ©; their common garment has 
nearly the ſame form; but it is ſhorter; and 
made of deer ſtin. When theycgo out, 
| they, put. on a warme sher it. in 


* In deſcribing the dreſs. of — Kamulchadales, » — 4 
-ſerved that they wore under their parque a a ſmall chemiſe 
made of nankin, or cotton n ftuff. 


Das TROE 25 „ a ö | winter 


winter the women wear fur breeches in- 


de e 


The 12, M. eee us. His 
eee eee pleaſure, as we 
had been very uneaſy on his account. He 
had been abſent from us ſix weeks, and 
almoſt a month had elapſed ſince the time 
| fixed for his meeting us. He had very little 
had a condition as ours, and we embraced 
the opportunity of fetching our equipage 

which we had left in the road, and of which 


ROADS 


The: ſouth-weſt wind, which which bod do much 
: aa us in our journey, continued 
to blow with.equal violence for ſeveral days: 

- "the n only hecame che morę , 


i ſds if nature. in i anger cabin 
vol. 1, * alſo 


- — 
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alſo againſt us to-increaſe our difficulties and 
prolong our miſery. I appeal to every man 
who has found himſelf in a ſimilar ſituation. 
Hie only can tell how cruel it is to be thus 
chained down by obſtacles that are inceſ- 
ſantly ſpringing up. We may ſtrive to di- 
vert our thoughts, to arm ourſelves with 
L patience ; our ſtrength will at laſt fail, and 
reaſon loſe its power over us. Nothing 
renders a calamity more infupportable, than 
the not being able to foreſee when it will 
terminate. 


We had too painful an experience of this 
upon the receipt of the letters that were 
brought us from Kaminoi. We had no 
ſaccour to expect from that quarter, Ka- 
bechoff informed us. The detachment from 
Ingiga were unable to come to us. They 

Had been two months at Kaminoi, and had 
conſumed not only their own ſtock of pro- 
viſion, but alſo the ſupply chat had been 
* = deſtined 
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deſtined for us. Their dogs, like ours, de- 


voured one another, and the forty men were 
reduced to the laſt extremity. Our ſergeant 
adiled, that he had ſent immediately to In- 7 
giga as our only reſource, and that he ex- i 
pected an anſwer in a few. days; but he 


feared that it would not he very ſatisfac- 


tory, as the town mult be badly ſtocked - 
with dogs and proviſions, after the conſider- I 


able apply which it had furniſhed. 


48 4h 13 


This eee news Jed us wad all 


hope, and we gave ourſelves up for loſt. 


DODiur grief and deſpondence were ſo extreme, 
that M. Kaſloff was at firſt inſenſible to the 


news of his promotion, which he had re- 


ceived by he ſame meſſenger. A letter 
from Irkoutſk informed him, that, out of 5 
gratitude for his ſervices, the [empreſs had 


advanced him from the government of 
Okotſk to that of Vakoutſk. In any other 
tuation this news would have afforded; him 
in * Ts. the 
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| Was open for the difplay of his zeal; and 4 


_ difloſed myſelf to the goyeftior. Upon the | 
in ct RE 2 1 | | 7 firſt 
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better opportunity for exeroifing his talents 


in the art of government. But his thoughts 


were very differently employed than in cal- 
culating the advantages of this new poſt, 


_ Every other ſentiment yielded to that of 
| ee „ eee eee 


e etl; 493 


=" i 


In a moment . critical, I can only aſ- 


eribs to the impiration of heaven, the idea 


that fuddenly occurred to me of feparat- 
ing myſelf from M. Kaſloff. In reflecting 


ußorm it 1 perevived every thing there ws in 
it diſobliging to him, and mortifying to me. 
'P'endedvouted to drive the idea from my 
mid, but it Was im vain. It returned, it 
Axed itſelf there in ſpits of me. I thought 
_ "of my country, of my family, of my duty, 


Their power over me was invingible, and I | 
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firſt view/ it. appeared to im 10 he A wild 
project, and he failed mot to oppoſe iti The 
defire of executing it; furniſhed me with a 
ready anfwer to all his objections I prev 
ed to him, that by continuing together, we 
deprived each other of the means of purſu- 
ing his journey. We could not ſet off to- 
| gether without a ſtrong reinforcetent of 
dogs. We had ſcarcely more than'twenty- 
ſeven that were at all tolerable, the reſt hay 
ing died or being unfit for ſepvice#.:''By 
giving up theſe twenty-ſeven dogs, one of 
ps would be able to proceed, and his de- 
parture would: relieve the other from the 
difficulty of maintaining this ſmall, number 
of famiſhed ſteeds. But, ſaid M. Kaſloff, you 
muſt ſtill have proviſion for them, av 
means are * oy ies 
HAT. 24 anne 
| Ionomtalou howto ply, when we were g 
e ale hi ee Ine ee e Bile 
— coping chr three hundred. 
Pay | informed 
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informed that, our expreſs from Potkagor- 
noĩ was arrived. More fortunate than the 
reſt;; he had brought us a large quantity of 
then fleſh and fat of the whale. My joy at 
the ſigki of it was extreme, every difficulty 
Was; now removed; and I conceived myſelf 


already to be out of Pouſtaretſk. I returned 
_ Inſtantly to my argument, and M. Rae 


having an any thing to oppoſe, and 
applauding in reality my zeal, complied 
with my ſolicitations. It was fixed that I 


ſhould depart the 18 at lateſt. From this 
4 moment we were employed in theineceſſary 
Arrangements for nee 
e e een e,, 
eie ohopfl hott. » 
14. Every: thing; flattered. me e Zope 
of ſucceſs. With the melancholy news we had 


received from Kaminoi, there were ſome con- 


ſobng circumſtances: For inſtance, we were 


| aſſured t that no obſtruction was to be appre- 


. 


e dans. A perfect, calm 


Was 
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was reeſtabliſhed among them; and: toi con- 
vince us of it, they had been deſirous that 
ſome of their countrymen ſhould accompany 
the /ſoldier charged with the diſpatches to 
M. Kaſloff. Even the ſon of the chief of 
the rebels, called Eitel, was one of tlie 
efcort. The Koriacs, he told us, had long 
waited with impatience the arrival of the 
|  Yovernor;%and his father meant to ſhow 
75 his reſpect to M. Kaſloff by coming to meet 

Fein ig ono) 42 16 be 12/35 
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-(*Qtartted: who the ide that: b 5 
longer any thing to fear, at leaſt aw/his 
. fide; we were eager to expreſs our ſatisfac- 
tion to theſe Koriacs for their good: will to 
uus. We made them all the preſents. that 

our ſituation would permit, ſuch as tobac b. 
ſtuſls, and various articles which I had 

chaſed during my ſen Fayage, as Welles 
others that had been left me by count 
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fr their relations. But our prindipsl care 
was to-make them drunk ag pelle, that 


they might give 2 favourable report of their 


receptiem. It was neceſſary to conſult their 


taſte; and 'to. intoxicate them completely, 
a ann the OT 
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6 eee partmantesus. They 


expreſſed at firſt ſome unwillingneſo. | 


account of the diſtance, which was as 
_ dariz[Ingiga,'/ By! means, however, uf en- 


tie and my purfe, | at laſt ꝓrevailed 


Laſed in chis manner of my baggage, I had 
mothiag 10 think of but any diſpatches. 
The effet Mhich I had. intruſtod to the 
Xorizesigave ue little or no-cancern, as the 


Auer ſont. rom Ingiga would return with 
An, am Had prommiſecd to fee that the 


eee 5 ee, 
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Jo the laſt moment of my ſtay M. Kaſloff 
had been laborionſly “ employed in pre- 
_ paring his letters, which I was te have tlie 
care of. With theſe he delivered to me 
2 „ or paſſport; that was to ferve 
me as far as Irkoutſk. This paſſport was 


alſo an order to all Nuſſian officers: an 


other inhabitants, ſubjects of the einpieſs; 
whom I ſhould meet in my way to that 
place, to aſſiſt me with the meatis of pro 
deeding on my journey with ſafety and ex- 
pedition. The foreſight of the governor 
omitted nothing that was neceſſary for md; 
Had I been the brother of his OED 
e — RAY en 


1 ere 


emotion 1 feet at the thought that I am 


upon the point of quitting this eſtimable 1 


0 as at kad 20 Kg 2. e it 
denfider that in theſe yourts'it was notipoliible 10 


N ior the ground; we. 
d. i fer b En Vw 
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man, rendered forever dear to ef ſtilł more 
by the virtues of hi heart tha the acoom< 
plifhments of his underſtanding. The ge- 
nerous ſacrifice he made is at this moment 
a weight upon me, and I cannot avoid re- 
proaching myſelf for having wiſhed it. 
What do I not ſuffer upon leaving him in 
theſe frightful deſerts, without knowing 
whether he will ever be able to come out of 
them! The image of his melancholy ſitua- 
tion haunts aid agitates my mind. Ah! I 
repeat it; it muſt have been the conviction 
that there was no ehen mu of executing, 
1 truſt repoſed in me, which impelled me, 

in ſpite of the prohibition' of count de la 
Perouſe, to take this reſolution. But for 
this motive, but for my diſpatches, I could 
neuer juſtify o my an heart my eager- 
neſs ta leaue him. May the teſtimony; 
Which my gratitude will ever render for his 
goodneſs to me, and his zeal for the ſervica 
of his miſtreſs; contibute ip ſome meaſure 
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to his advancement and his | happineſs} 
mine will be completehif I have ever the 
#$leaſure of ſeeing him again, and —— 
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